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T  0 

THE   RIGHT  HONOURABLE, 

JOHN,  LORD  SHEFFIELD, 

My  Lord, 

THE  favourable  reception  with  which 
the  former  edition  of  this  work  has  beea 
diftinguifhed  in  England,  emboldens  the 
Author  to  hope  for  the  continuance  of  that 
protedion  which  you  fo  generoufly  be- 
ftowed  on  the  firft  impreflion. 

The  whole  of  the  defcriptive  parts  were 
written  amidft  thofe  rude  and  magnificent 
fcenes,  which  are  fo  frequently  met  with 
in  the  yet  uncultivated  regions  of  the  New 
World. 

I   AM 


(    6    ) 

Jam  convinced  of  the  neceffity  that  this 
country  is  under,  of  ftridly  enforcing  the 
navigation  laws  in  their  fulleft  extent  ; 
and  it  is  natural  to  expert,  from  your 
Lordfhip's  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
fubject,  that  a  Treatife  which  tends  to  il- 
luftrate  ir  fhould  derive  the  greateft  advan- 
tage from  your  Lordfhip's  approbation. 

(  HAVE  the  honour  to  be, 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's  mod  obedient, 
And  very  humble  fervant, 

The   author. 
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NOVA      SCOTIA. 


INTRODUCTION. 

A  Moment's  reflection,  upon  the  vaft 
lofs  of  territory,  as  well  as  the  im- 
menfe  number  of  fubjeCts,  which  Great 
Britain  has  fuftained  in  America,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  unfortunate  ifTue  of  the  late 
war,,  mufl:  awaken  in  the  mind  of  every 
man,  who  feels  himfelf  interefted  in  his 
country's  welfare,  not  only  the  moft  pain- 
ful ideas,  but  mud  leave  him  in  fome  degree 
at  a  lofs  to  determine,  whence  the  misfortune 

A  arofe ; 
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arofe  ;  whether  from  a  miftaken  and  delu- 
five  fyftem,  purfued  by  the  government  at 
home  ;  from  the  clamours  of  factious  and 
defigning  men,  as  well  in  England  as  Ame- 
rica ;  from  that  enthufiafm,  which  fo  often 
feizes  on  whole  nations  as  well  as  indi- 
viduals, heightened  and  inflamed  by  the  en- 
vy of  foreign  ftates,  aiming  to  crufli  for  e- 
ver  the  power  and  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  by  accomplifl^iing  the  difunion  and 
feparation  of  the  parent  (late  and  her  colo- 
nies ;  the  interference  and  attacks  of  thofe 
nations,  united  in  a  confederacy,  as  nume- 
rous as  it  was  powerful  ;  or  whether,  in- 
deed, it  did  not  arife  from  all  thefe  caufes, 
adling  to  one  unfortunate  end. 

Happily  for  England,  that  national  fpi- 
rit,  which  has  fo  often  diftinguillied  her  a- 
mongft  the  nations,  as  well  when  convulfed 
by  inteftine  diforders,  as  when  furrounded 
by  fuperior  forces,  exerted  itfelf  with  its 
ufual  effect.  The  world  faw  with  aftonifh- 
ment  the  efforts  that  were  made  ;  even  her 

defeats 
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defeats  added  to  her  glory  ;  Europe,  Afia, 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  beheld  the  ftandards 
of  Britain  crowned  with  victory,  or  repel- 
ling with  fuccefs  their  hoftile  foes,  who, 
awed  by  that  unbroken  refolution  which 
appeared  in  the  exertions  of  her  fleets  and 
armies,  frequently  negleifled  to  gather  the 
fruits  of  thofe  advantages  that  had  been 
gained  at  the  expence  of  their  blood  and 
treafure. 

In  America  alone,  as  far  as  relates  to  fi- 
nal fuccefs,  the  fad  reverfe  appears  in  al- 
moft  every  thing  ;  there,  though  poiTeiTed 
of  an  army,  numerous,  brave,  and  a(5tive, 
and  of  a  fleet  well  manned  and  appointed ; 
yet  repeated  vidtories  led  but  to  repeated 
defeats  ;  and  misfortune  conftantly  follow* 
ed  in  the  footfteps  of  profperity.  Thofe 
events  are  too  recent  to  (land  in  need  of 
being  enlarged  upon  ;  and,  were  they  ftill 
more  diftant,  a  repetition  of  them  muft  a- 
waken  many  painful  fenfations  :  Fortu- 
nately for   this  country,  though   fhe   loft 

much, 
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much,  fhe  was  not  entirely  ftripped  of  all 
her  ancient  pofTeflions  in  America  ;  Cana- 
da, and  Nova  Scotia,  however  miferably 
curtailed,  by  the  terms  of  the  provifional 
treaty,  are  ftill  left. 

Great  nations,  as  well  as  private  fami- 
lies, are  fubjed:  to  revolutions,  misfortunes, 
and  decay  ;  from  which  it  is  neceflary  to 
learn  wifdom,  and,  by  a  prudent  condudt, 
avoid  falling  again  upon  thofe  rocks,  on 
which  their  hopes  and  happinefs  have  been 
already  wrecked  ;  and,  by  purfuing  a  con- 
trary line  of  dire6:ion,  prevent  the  renewal 
of  the  like  evils  in  future. 

It  rauft  awaken  the  attention,  and  call 
forth  every  feeling  of  humanity,  to  confi- 
der  this  Province  as  the  lad  and  only  re- 
fuge of  a  body  of  people,  lefs  refpecStable 
for  their  numbers,  though  great,  than  for 
their  loyalty  and  fufferings,  in  confequence 
of  a  firm  and  unfhaken  adherence  to  the 
Britifh  conflitution  ;  dlfdaining  to  live  be- 
neath 
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neath  the  fhadow  of  thofe  motely  and  dif- 
jointed  fabrics  of  government,  which  have 
been  raked  out  of  the  afhes  of  the  heathen 
republics  of  Greece  and  Rome  ;  they  have 
quitted  their  native  foil,  where  eafe  and  af- 
fluence, the  happy  effeds  of  their  own  and 
their  anceftors  induftry,  awaited  them;  and, 
facrificing  every  thing  to  thofe  principles, 
have  fled  to  its  defarts  as  a  protection  from 
the  violence  of  their  countrymen  ;  and 
fought  amidft  its  forefts  the  means  of  pro- 
curing the  bare  neceflTaries  of  life,  which 
can  only  be  obtained  by  a  hard  and  labo- 
rious employment,  conftantly  fl:ruggling 
with  the  rigours  of  an  inclement  Iky,  and 
a  rough  and  uncultivated  foil ;  in  all  things 
tKereverfe  of  thofe  mild  climates  and  fruit- 
ful fields,  their  former  happy  pofleflion. 

But,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  it  is  of 
ilill  greater  confequence  to  England  to  be 
poflTeflTed  of  it,  as  entirely  commanding  the 
fiflieries  ;  which,  while  properly  encoura- 
ged, may  not  only  be  confidered  as  an  in- 

exhauflible 
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exhauftible  mine  of  wealth  to  the  empire 
at  large,  and  one  of  the  chief  fmews  of  its 
power,  but  as  having  the  moft  evident  ten- 
dency to  increafe  the  trade  and  population 
of  that  Province,  and  render  it  not  only- 
happy  in  icfelf,  but  alfo  ufeful  to  Great 
Britain,  as  well  in  point  of  commerce,  as 
by  affording  piotedion  to  the  fifheries  upon 
its  own  coafts,  and  thofe  carried  on  upon 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 

In  fhort,  its  fituation  is  advantageous, 
viewed  in  every  light.  Its  fliipping  and  fea- 
men  are  rapidly  increafmg,  as  well  as  its 
produce,  which  affords  the  pleafmg  pro- 
fpedt  of  being  able  to  fupply  itfelf  with  all 
the  neceffaries  of  life.  The  number  of 
perfons  who,  fmce  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war,  have  abandoned  their  habita- 
tions in  the  more  fouthern  provinces,  and 
fettled  either  there  or  in  Canada,  cannot  be 
eftimated,  by  the  moft  moderate  calcula- 
tion, at  lefs  than  eighty  thoufand;  of  thefe, 
full  two  thirds  have  adopted  emigration,  as 

21 
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a  matter  of  neceflity,  and  given  to  the 
world  the  mofl:  unequivocal  proof  of  their 
attachment  to  the  conflitution  of  Great 
Britain,  that  of  facrificing  their  property  to 
the  refcntment  of  their  enemies. 

The  territories  of  the  United  States  have 
not  only  fuftered  from  this,  but  other  cau- 
fes.  An  expenfive  and  long  continued  war, 
in  which  every  expedient  was  devifed  to 
keep  their  armies  in  the  field,  had  fap- 
ped  the  foundations  of  public  credit,  and 
accumulated  a  load  of  debt,  both  foreigu 
and  domeflic,  which  many  of  thofe  pro- 
vinces are  ill  able  to  fubfift  with.  If,  in- 
deed, the  whole  of  thofe,  comprifed  within 
the  federal  union,  were  united  under  one 
fupreme  head,  capable  of  acting  with  vi- 
gour, forming  good  laws,  and  of  didating 
to  each  member  compofmg  the  republic, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  foundation  of 
a  mighty  empire ,  is  laid  in  America,  that 
might  in  time  be  able  to  make  a  refpedable 
figure  on  the  great  theatre  of  human  e- 

vents, 
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vents,    and   probably   give  laws  to  all  the 
weftern  world. 

Much  ftrefs  Is  laid  upon  extent  of  terri- 
tory, among  the  generality  of  mankind,  as 
conftimting  one  of  the  things  neceflary  to 
improvement,  and  the  real  greatnefs  of  a 
people.  Thus,  this  miftaken  notion  has 
always  had  its  advocates,  who,  though  the 
moft  numerous,  were  not  always  the  beft 
informed,  Athens  was  more  powerful  be- 
fore fhe  planted  colonies,  than  in  any  fub- 
fequent  period,  while  that  illuftrious  com- 
monwealth fubfifted.  Nor  were  the  plain 
but  noble  manners  of  Lacedemon  corrupt- 
ed, until  her  virtuous  citizens  became 
flufhed  with  the  madnefs  of  foreign  con- 
quefts.  Every  nation  feems  to  carry  with- 
in its  own  bowels  the  feeds  of  its  decay, 
and  fometimes  of  its  diflblution.  Thus 
Spain,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  arofe  fud- 
denly  to  the  moft  confpicuous  height  of 
greatnefs  that  any  European  kingdom  had 
ever  attained,  and  which,  far  from  enabling 

her 
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her  to   forge   chains  for  the  neighbouring 
ftates,  barely  enabled  her  to  plant  and  pre- 
ferve  colonies  in  America,  whofe  treafures, 
inftead    of  centering    in    one  place,    were 
gradually  fpread  over  the  earth,   and  put  it 
in  the   power   of  her  enemies   to  trample 
under  foot   that  haughtinefs,   which  but  a 
few   years  before   had   been    their  terror. 
Great  Britain  has  expended,   in  the  found- 
ing, defending,  or  endeavouring  to  lubdue, 
her  revolted  colonies,  the  enormous  fum  of 
L.  300,000,000  Sterling,  befides  the  lofs  of 
many  thoufands   of  her  beft   foldiers  and 
feamen,  who  fell  upon  the  hoftile  plains  of 
America,  or   were  buried  in  the  depths  of 
the  ocean.    The  fupport  of  their  civil  efta- 
blifhments  in  time  of  peace;  the  immenfe 
bounties   granted   by    the    munificence   of 
many    fuccefTive    parliaments  ;  the  market 
which  was  opened  for  the   fale  of   their 
New  England  built  Shipping,  then  efleemed 
as  Britifh  bottoms;  the  monopoly  they  had 
fecured  to  themfelves  in  all  the  Weft  India 
B  iflands, 
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iflands,  which  enabled  them  to  underfel!  the 
produce  of  our  native  fiiheries;  all  thefe 
foJid  advantages  have  entirely  dilappeared, 
and  left  fcarce  any  thing  behind  them  but 
the  bafclcfs  fabric  of  a  nominal  indepen- 
dence. 

Thatpaflion  for  extenfive  domain  which 
has  fo  often  proved  a  fatal  fnare  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  old  world,  produced  its  ufual 
effect  on  the  minds  of  the  American  legifla- 
tors,  and  prompted  them  to  obtain,  by  the 
provifional  treaty,  the  whole  of  that  coun- 
try, that  mufl:  ever  be  confidered  as  the 
fronJ^ier  of  Canada,  including  in  its  limits 
the  lakes  George  and  Cham.plain,  together 
with  Niagara,  Crownpoint,  Ticonderago, 
St  John's,  at  the  head  of  Richiieu  river, 
where  it  joins  lake  Champlain,  and  the  fort 
of  Chambli,  a  few  miles  lower  down;  there- 
by leaving  Canada  entirely  without  de- 
fence, and  fecuring  to  the  United  States 
an  opporlunity  of  not  only  furrounding 
Montreal  at  pleafure,   but  of  tranfporting, 

by 
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by  means  of  Sorel  river  *»  their  armies  to 
the  walls  of  Qiiebeck.  This  grafp  at  ter- 
ritory was  not  without  its  objetll.  It  fecu- 
red,  in  a  fubfequent  period,  a  large  field  for 
exercifing  that  fpirit  of  eaterprife  which 
has  frequently  diftinguilhed  inf^int  empires  ; 
feeing  that  Canada  had  now  no  other  fron- 
tier than  the  bravery  of  the  Britilh  armies 
that  were  kept  in  the  province  for  its  pre- 
fervation.  It  was  fecuring  forever  to  Ame- 
rica the  good  behaviour  of  all  the  Indian 
tribes,  if  not  their  affedion,  andcaufing  the 
whole  of  that  trade  which  is  now  carried 
on  by  the  great  river  St  Lawrence  and  the 
lakes,  to  beftow  its  various  benefits  upon 
their  own  fubjeds.  Canada  has  no  other 
barrier  towards  the  revolted  provinces  than 
the  lakes,  which  Nature  hath  beftowed  to 
defend  the  country,  and  ,which  not  only 
anfvver  that  purpofe,  but  convey  the  ma- 
nufadurcs  of  Great   Britain  to  far  diftant 

regions, 

*  This  river,  and  that  called  Richelieu,  are  the  rune, 
and  called  indifferently  by  both  names. 
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regions,  where  the  traders  difperfe  them 
fometimes  to  the  diftance  of  a  thoufand 
miles  from  the  capital.  It  is  not  only  the 
unjuft  claims,  and  the  incroachments  made 
upon  Canada,  that  have  excited  the  com- 
plaints of  the  King's  fubjeds  in  America. 
On  the  fea-coaft,few  or  no  fettlements,be- 
fides  fome  fcattered  families,  had  ever  fet- 
tled to  the  eaftward  of  Cafco  Bay  and  Ken- 
nebec river,  which  was  always  fuppofed  the 
eaftmoft  boundary  of  New  Hampfhlre,  yet 
the  provifional  treaty  has  given  up  to  the 
States  the  whole  province  of  Main,  aboun- 
ding with  the  beft  mafts  fbr  fhips  of  any 
country  in  the  world,  and  a  fea-coaft  of 
near  two  hundred  miles,  extending  to  the 
river  St  Croix,  at  the  entrance  into  the  bay 
of  Fundy,  which  muft  have  been  owing 
not  altogether  to  nectflity,  as  it  is  an  ac- 
knowledged fad,  that  America  had  not  the 
fmallell  pretenfions  to  any  pare  of  this 
country.  By  giving  up  this  tiadt,  the  A- 
nierican  fi(hermen  are  brought  almoft  to 
the  doors  of  the  iifheries,  and  thereby  en- 
abled 
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abled  to  vie  with  the  exertions  that  are  ma- 
king by  the  King's  fubjeds  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia. 

The  cod-fifhing  is  carried  on  by  the  A- 
mericans  from  Bofton,  Salem,  Cape  Ann, 
Marblehead,  and  fome  other  places,  in  fmall 
fchooners  of  from  ten  to  twenty  tons  bur- 
then, carrying  from  five  to  ten  men  each, 
in  proportion  to  their  fize,  whofe  employ- 
ment is  taking  the  cod  with  hand-lines,  of 
which  about  a  dozen  are  always  down  on 
the  weather  fide  of  the  vefTel,  as  fhe  is  com- 
monly left  to  drive  under  the  forefail,  and 
the  helm  lafhed  a-lee.  Each  man  attends 
three  or  more  lines,  and,  as  foon  as  a  fiihis 
hauled  in,  it  is  gutted  and  wafhed,  the  head 
taken  off,  and  the  body  thrown  into  the 
hold,  where  the  whole  of  the  fifh  is  falted 
in  bulk,  and  generally  remains  in  that  ftatc 
Jto  the  end  of  the  voyage,  which  is  fome- 
times  five  or  fix  weeks,  as  few  of  them 
choofe  to  dry  their  fifh  on  ftiore,  fince 
hardly  any  of  the  bays  or  creeks  on  the 

fouth 
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fouth  fide  of  the  peninfula  are  entirely  def- 
titute  of  inhabitants. 

The  diftance  from  the  coafts  of  New 
Hampfhire,  and  Maflachiifet's  bay,  gives 
to  the  King's  fubjeds  an  evident  advantage 
over  thofe  who  have  to  come  {o  far,  before 
they  arrive  on  the  fifhing  ground,  which, 
with  a  foil]  wind,  fometimes  takes  them 
ten  or  twelve  days  bei^ore  they  get  the 
length  of  the  Seal  iflands,  while  the  former 
can  run  out  of  their  numberlefs  harbours, 
and  find  fifti  every  where,  within  four  or 
five  leagues  of  the  land.  The  cod-filh  are 
found  as  far  fouth  as  the  bar  of  New  York 
harbour  ;  but  this  is  in  fmall  numbers,  and 
only  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year  ;  fo  that, 
to  the  weftward  of  Nantucket,  there  is  no 
fi(hing  for  them  that  can  be  depended  up- 
on. 

The  mention  of  Nantucket  *  muft  natu- 
rally 

*  This  ifland,  which  lies  at  no  great  diftance  from 
the  Continent,  is  nothing  more  than  a  great  bank  of 

land, 
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rally  remind  the  Americans  of  the  great 
lofs  they  have  fuftained  in  one  of  their 
moft  favourite  branches  of  traffic,  by  the 
diflblution  of  their  union  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

This  ifland,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  v^ar,  employed  a  confiderable  number 
of  vefTels  in  the  fouthern  vrhale  fifliery, 
which,  by  the  large  bounties  given  on  the 
oil  in  England,  they  carried  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. The  bounties  are  now  withdrawn ; 
the  poverty  of  the  neighbouring  ftates, 
far  from  being  able  to  cherifh  the  com- 
merce of  their  iflands,  is  infufficient,  not- 
withftanding  their  great  extent  of  territory, 
to  find  them  employment,  or  even  prevent 
a  fpirit  of  emigration  from  prevailing, 
which,  when  carried  to   excefs,   is  one  of 

thofe 

land,  and  does  not  raife  food  fufficient  for  loo  per- 
fons.  Before  the  late  war,  it  had  upwards  of  5000 
inhabitants,  chiefly  Quakers,  who  fublifted  by  the 
whale  fifhcry.  Their  trade  is  now  intirely  ruined, 
and  many  of  them  gone  to  fettle  in  Nova  Scotia. 
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thofe   evils    that    a    nation   has   moft   te 
dread. 

The  fiflieries  of  America  are  not  the  on- 
ly things  that  will  fuffer  a  diminution  from 
the  unfriendly  views  of  the.  European 
ftates.  They  have  much  more  to  fear  from 
domeftic  diflenfions,  than  to  deprecate  from 
foreign  evils.  Scarce  any  one  ftate  in  the 
Union  but  has  its  rival  at  its  door. 

Maflachufet's  Bay  cultivates  the  fame 
branches  of  commerce  with  the  province 
of  New  Hampfhire  ;  and,  inftead  of  fccu- 
ring  the  friendfliip  of  Great  Britain,  is 
wantonly  opprefling  the  loyalifts,  with  all 
the  heat  of  political  enthufiafm,  or  profe- 
cuting  a  ridiculous  claim  to  uncultivated 
wilds  in  the  heart  of  Canada. 

Rhode  Ifland,  though  not  fo  big  as  an 
Englifh  county,  and  poflefTed  of  a  foil  that 
has  as  little  to  boaft  of  as  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  is  as  much  elated  with  the  idea 

of 
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of  independence,  as  if  all  her  circulating 
money  was  in  fpecie,  and  her  harbour, 
which  is  the  beft  in  the  United  States,  was 
crowded  with  fhipping. 

Connedicur,  New  York,  and  the  Jerfeys, 
are  naturally  rivals  to  each  other,  though, 
in  point  of  fituation,  that  of  New  York  has 
evidently  the  preference.  The  great  North 
or  Hudfon's  river,  which  waflies  its  walls, 
is  navigable  to  Albany,  one  hundred  and 
forty  miles  from  the  fea,  for  floops,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  way  for  fhips  of  any  bur- 
then. 

The  Jerfeys  have  an  excellent  harbour, 
that  of  Perth  Ambov,  fome  miles  nearer 
to  the  fea  than  New  York,  which  has  a- 
wakened  all  the  jealoufy  and  attention  of 
their  legiflators,  to  fet  it  up  as  a  rival  to 
that  beautiful  and  once  flourifliing  city, 
from  whence  not.lefs  than  40,000  perfons 
embarked  in  1782,  in  order  to  fettle  in 
other  places,  exclufive  of  the  army. 

C  The 
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The  fouthern  ftates,  viz.  thofe  of  Virgi- 
nia, Maryland,  the  two  CaroUna's,  and 
Georgia,  have  never  poffefled  any  (hipping 
of  their  own,  but  generally  contented  them- 
felves  with  tranfporting  their  produce  in 
the  fhips  of  Great  Britain,  and  confequent- 
]y  are  but  Httle  affed:ed  by  the  navigation 
laws  of  this  country.  The  fhips  built  in 
New  England  were  commonly  fold  to  Bri- 
tifh  merchants  ;  and,  though  workmen's 
wages  are  much  higher  in  America  than  in 
England,  yet  the  cheapnefs  of  the  mate- 
rials enabled  the  builders  to  fell  a  fhip  for 
L.  1 200,  whilft  one  of  the  fame  fize  could 
not  be  built  in  the  river  Thames,  and  ma- 
ny other  parts  of  the  kingdoms  for  lefs  than 
L.  3000. 

The  whole  of  the  trade  between  the  A- 
merican  Continent  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
was  carried  on  in  New  England  bottoms, 
which,  with  thofe  purchafed  by  the  mer- 
chants at  home,  bid  fair  to  put  an  end  to 
the  building  merchant  velTels  in  this  coun- 
try, 
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try,  and  deprive  the  ifland  of  one  of  its 
beft  manufadures,  as  well  as  of  a  body  of 
ufeful  men,  the  fhip-wrights,  whom  to  re- 
tain and  encourage,  it  fhould  be  the  con- 
ftant  aim  of  government. 

The  war  deprived  the  old  colonies  of 
this  gainful  branch  of  traffic,  which  has 
once  more  returned  to  the  mother  country, 
where  it  is  at  this  moment  giving  bread  to 
thoufands,  who  would  not  only  have  never 
been  employed  as  ihip-wrights,  except  the 
revolution  in  America  had  taken  place,  but 
who  ftand  ready  to  come  forth  in  conjunc- 
tion with  their  brethren  the  feamen,  and 
fend  out  upon  the  ocean  a  fleet  fo  power- 
ful, as  will  give  the  world  the  moft  con- 
vincing proofs,  that,  when  Great  Britain 
loft  her  colonies,  her  political  fun  was 
eclipfed  but  for  a  moment,  to  emerge  from 
the  clouds  with  greater  glory. 

The  profped  is  melancholy  to  the  States, 
#n   whatever   fide   they    turn    themfelves. 

Though 
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Though  poffefled  of  an  ample  fea-coaft,  and 
harbours  innumerable,  if  they  look  to  the 
ocean,  every  European  nation  has  barred  its 
ports  againft  them,  and  in  fome  degree  re- 
ftrained  them  from  being  the  carriers  of  their 
own  produce.  If  they  look  toward  their 
weftern  frontier,  numberlefs  favage  nations 
are  in  readinefs  to  attack  and  to  deftroy  e- 
very  fettler  who  fliall  approach  their  hunt- 
ing lands,  which  they  are  fenfible  they  en- 
joy from  God  and  from  nature.  If  they  at- 
tempt to  purchafe  thefe  lands,  they  will  be 
anfwered  by  the  Indians,  as  the  French 
once  were  :  *  Our  fathers  lie  hurled  here^ 
^Jhallivefay  to  the  bones  of  our  fathers.  A- 
*  rife  and  go  ivith  us  into  a  foreign  land  ? 

In  the  fame  dlredion  lie  thofe  great  frefh 
water  feas,  the  lakes  of  Canada,  together 
with  all  the  frontiers  of  that  province  that 
were  ceded  to  the  United  States.  An  arm- 
ed force,  with  all  Canada  at  their  back,  and 
a  ftrong  fleet,  are  ready  to  affert  the  rights 
of  humanity,  and  to  repel  invafion,  if  thofe 

polls 
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pofts  are  attacked,  until  the  eftates  of  the 
loyalifts,  that  have  been  confifcated  fince 
the  war,  are  reftored,  their  perfons  fecured 
from  infult,  and  provifion  made  in  the 
different  ftates  for  the  legal  payment  of  all 
Brltifh  debts. 

If  they  look  to  the  fouthward,  they  fee 
Spain  poiTefTed  of  Eaft  Florida,  and  endea- 
vouring to  ftrengthen  it  as  a  bulwark  be- 
tween the  States  and  their  invaluable  iflands, 
and  the  ftill  richer  territories  of  the  fou- 
thern  hemifphere  ;  viewing  their  adtions 
with  a  jealous  eye,  and  ready  to  go  any 
length  to  crufh  the  importance  they  may 
acquire  in  the  fcale  of  nations.  On  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  great  Gulf  Stream  is  a 
ftrong  colony  of  inveterate  enemies,  ma- 
king rapid  advances  to  improvement  on  the 
fertile  iflands  of  the  Bahamas  *,  and  ready 

to 

*  The  Bahama  Iflands,  including  that  of  New  Pro- 
vidence, are  very  numerous,  lying  between  the  26th 
and  28th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  the  77th  and 

8cth 
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to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  of  revenging 
thofe  oppreflions  which  drove  them  from 
the  Southern  States  upon  the  Continent. 

If  they  attempt  to  force  a  trade  with 
corn,  flour,  fifh,  &c.  to  the  Mediterranean 
fea,  they  behold  a  nation,  whofe  exiftence 
IS  a  difgrace  to  the  Chriftian  world,  plun- 
dering their  merchants  with  impunity,  and 
dragging  their  countrymen  into  a  flavery 
more  horrible  than  death  itfelf.  At  home  !  a 
load  of  foreign  and  domeftic  debt,  public  and 

private 

Both  degree  of  longitude,  weft  from  London.  The 
largeft  among  them  is  Abaco,  which  is  of  a  trian- 
gular figure,  and  near  loo  miles  in  length.  Next  to 
that  is  the  Grand  Bahama,  6^  miles  long,  and  12 
broad,  both  exceedingly  fertile,  and  having  the  fea 
round  them  ftored  with  excellent  fifh.  They  lie  di- 
re£kly  in  the  way  of  the  trade  between  the  Spanifh 
Wefl  Indies  and  Europe,  the  Gulph  of  Florida  being 
not  above  1 8  leagues  wide,  and  they  are  within  a  few 
hours  fail  of  the  Havannah,  and  alfo  of  St  Auguflin, 
the  chief  town  of  Eafl  Florida.  Mofl  of  the  loyalifls 
who  have  fettled  there  were  driven  into  baniiliment 
from  Georgia  and  the  two  Carolina's. 
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private  difcontents,  more  than  one- half  of 
their  foreign  trade  already  annihilated  ;  new 
ftates,  and  fadions  without  number,  ftart- 
ing  up  in  the  bowels  of  the  old  provinces, 
and  eager  for  a  Ihare  in  the  legiflation  of 
a  country,  whofe  government  is  already 
become  too  complex  to  be  managed  with- 
out difficulty  ;  their  fpecie  continually  gli- 
ding away  to  foreign  countries,  for  their 
manufadures,  in  a  tenfold  proportion  to 
that  which  is  brought  in.  A  rage  for  pa- 
per money,  which  will  prove  certain  ruin 
to  fome  of  the  provinces  ;  and  deftrudion 
brought  upon  their  ihip-building  for  ages 
to  come,  by  the  operation  of  the  new  na- 
vigation ad,  paifed  by  the  Britifti  parlia- 
ment in  their  laft  feflion.  Americans  !  you 
have  loft  much  :  Where  are  your  gains  ? 

The  iflands  and  territories  upon  the  wef- 
tern  continent,  ftill  left  to  Great  Britain,  if 
we  except  the  higher  or  more  fouthern 
parts  of  Canada,  can  neither  boaft  their 
cxtenfive  dimenfions,  the  beneficence  of  the 

fkies, 
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Ikies,,  nor  the  grateful  temper  of  the  foil. 
To  compenfate  for  their  rocky  ihores,  they 
are  blefled  with  innumerable  harbours  ;  and 
the  wife  Author  of  nature  has  commanded 
the  ocean  to  pour  out  a  profufion  of  food 
and  riches,  to  repay  the  ingratitude  of  the 
earth.  They  every  where  abound  with 
woods  as  extenfive  as  the  country  itfelf, 
which  muft  in  a  fhort  time  fecure  them  the 
monopoly  of  the  Britifti  iflands  for  lum- 
ber, which  the  old  colonies,  now  become  a 
foreign  nation,  have  loft.  The  fame  holds 
good  of  their  {hipping,  which  are  all  Bri- 
tifh  bottoms.  They  are  free  citizens,  and 
denizens  in  all  Britifh  ports,  and  among  all 
foreign  nations.  The  efFeds  of  their  rival- 
ihip  are  beginning  to  appear  ;  fhip-build- 
ing,  and  the  fouthern  whale-fifhery,  are  e- 
ftabliftiing  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  at 
leaft  as  much  of  the  former  as  is  confiftent 
with  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  allow, 
or  to  carry  the  produce  of  the  Continent  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  The  honour  of  the  na- 
tion is  carried  to  a  height  almoft  unequalled, 

by 
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by  dealing  out  bread,  with  a  liberal  hand, 
to  100,000  banifhed  men,  who  have  fled 
to  the  wildernefs  to  enjoy  its  protedlion. 
The  wilcloni  cf  parliament  has  continued 
the  bounties  on  their  produce,  and  the  ex- 
ecutive powers  of  government,  in  fecuring 
to  them  the  legal  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
has  added  a  frefh  fpur  to  their  induftry. 
They  ftand  in  no  need  of  emigrations  from 
this  country,  as  fuch  emigrants  would  on- 
ly prove  a  burthen,  rather  than  a  benefit, 
while  thofe  who  arrive  from  the  other  co- 
lonies are  not  only  feafoned  to  the  coun- 
try, but  generally  tranfport  their  efiedls 
with  them,  and  thus  become  at  once  ufeful 
members  of  the  community. 

The  ifland  of  Cape  Briton  is  one  of  the 
keys  of  the  fi(heries,  and  is  once  more  ri- 
fing  out  of  the  darknefs  that  has  fo  long 
covered  it,  to  become  again  the  Dunkirk 
of  North  America.  Its  importance  is  in- 
conteftible.  While  in  the  polfeffion  of 
France,  England  beheld  it  with  jealoufy^- 
D  "  and 
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and  the  colonies  with  terror,  as  it  was  a 
perpetual  thorn  in  their  fide,  whenever  a 
war  broke  out  between  the  two  nations. 
The  exertions  of  its  governor,  who  is  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  country  than  any 
man  in  America,  bid  fair  to  reftore  its  long 
long  loft  refpe£tability.  Whatever  remains 
now  of  the  colonies  are  united  with  each 
other  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  ;  nor  can  they, 
with  propriety,  look  up  to  this  country  for 
thofe  fupplies  of  men  which  were  former- 
ly permitted  to  emigrate  continually  to  the 
old  colonies.  It  is  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain  to  difcourage  fuch  attempts,  by  ren- 
dering her  commerce  as  boundiefs  as  the 
fea  with  which  fhe  is  furrounded  ;  and^ 
while  her  foftering  care  is  extended  to  in- 
creafe  the  happinefs  of  her  diftant  colonies 
and  iflands,  the  increafe  of  her  manufac- 
tures, and  the  cftablilhment  of  her  home 
fifheries,  fhould  be  the  grand  and  principal 
objects  of  her  attention.  It  is  thefe  alone, 
and  commanding  a  vaft  body  of  feamen, 
that  can  hereafter  enable  her  great  marine 

to 
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to  ad:  with  vigour  and  efFc£t,  to  fpread  ter- 
ror, or  afford  protedion,  to  every  habitable 
part  of  the  globe,  fecure  her  commerce  in 
every  line  of  dired:ion,  and  crown  her  iub- 
jedts  with  never  fading  glory. 


THE 
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THE 

SITUATION,     EXTENT, 

AND 

APPEARANCE. 

NOVA  SCOTIA  is,  without  doubt,  the 
moft  convenient,  in  point  of  fitua- 
tion,  of  any  province  in  America,  for  a  ma- 
ritime power  to  be  poflefled  of  ;  from  the 
excellent  opportunities  which  it  affords  of 
watering,  wooding,  and  re-vidualling  their 
fleets,  that  may  be  bound  to  or  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  eitiierin  time  of  peace  or  war; 
as  is  apparent,  from  infpeding  the  map 
of  the  two  continents  of  Europe  and  the 
New  World  ;  in  which  its  comparative  vi- 
cinity to  Europe  is  particularly  ftriking  ; 
lying  confiderably  to  the  northward  and 
caftward  of  all  the  old  colonies,  and  having 
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a  great  part  detached  from  the  main  land 
of  America,  fo  as  to  be  almoft  entirely  fur- 
rounded  by  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  and 
affording  jfhelter  and  protection  on  every 
fide,  by  means  of  its  numerous  harbours,  of 
which  it  can  boaft  a  greater  number,  than 
almoft  any  other  country  of  the  fame  ex- 
tent in  the  world. 

This  province,  when  polTeffed  by  France, 
was  called  Acadia  ;  and  fuppofed  to  com- 
prehend only  the  great  triangular  peninfula 
which  forms  the  fouthern  part  of  the  colo- 
ny, exclufive  of  that  large  tra(fl:  of  country, 
feparated  from  it  by  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and 
extending  north  to  the  River  St  Laurence, 
having,  for  its  boundary  on  the  weft,  Paf- 
famaquoddy  Bay,  and  the  River  St  Croix, 
and,  on  the  eaft,the  Gut  of  Canfo  and  Gulf 
of  St  Lauience, the  Atlantic  Ocean  being  the 
fouthern  boundary  of  the  whole  Province  ; 
whofe  dimenfions  extend  from  Cape  Sable, 
Lat.  44**  lo'  to  the  47th  degree  of  north 

Lat. 


AND    APPEARANCE.        31 

Lat.  being  130  leagues  in  breadth,  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  about  100  in  length  frota 
eaft  to  weft,  namely,  from  Cape  Sable  to 
Cape  Canfo,  which  is  its  eaftermoft:  extre- 
mity ;  and  having  in  the  very  center  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  a  navigation  that  may  juftly 
be  confidered  as  of  the  higheft  importance 
to  its  future  wealth  and  profperity. 

The  face  of  the  country,  when  viewed 
at  a  diftance,  prefents  a  pleafmgly  variega- 
ted appearance  of  hills  and  valleys,  with 
fcarcely  any  thing  like  mountains  to  inter- 
rupt the  profpedl,  efpecially  near  the  fea, 
A  nearer  approach  difcovers  thofe  fublime 
and  beautiful  fcenes,  which  are  fo  far  fu- 
perior  to  the  gaudy  imbellifhments  of  art. 
Immenfe  forefts,  formed  of  the  talleft  trees, 
the  growth  of  ages,  and  reaching  almoft  to 
the  clouds,  every  where  incumber  and  a- 
dorn  the  land  :  Their  leaves  falling  in  au- 
tum  add  continually  to  that  cruft  of  mofs, 
vegetables,  and  decaying  wood,  that  has 
for  many    centuries   been  accumulating  ; 

whilft 
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whilft  the  rays  of  the  fun,  unable  to  pierce 
the  thick  Ihade,  which  every  where  covers 
the  ground,  leaves  it  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of 
damp  and  rottennefs;  a  circumftance  which 
contributes,  in  no  fmall  degree,  to  increafe 
the  fliarpnefs  of  the  air  in  winter. 

The  clouds,  flying  over  the  higher 
grounds,  which  are  covered  in  every  direc- 
tion with  one  vaft  foreft,  and  arrefted  by 
the  attradtion  of  the  woods,  fill  the  country 
with  water.  Every  rock  has  a  fpring,  and 
every  fpring  caufes  a  fwamp,  or  morafs,  of 
greater  or  lefs  extent,  in  proportion  to  its 
caufe  ;  hence  it  is,  that  travelling  becomes 
almoft  impracticable  in  fummer,  and  is  fel- 
dom  attempted,  but  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
when  winter  begins  to  fet  in,  and  the 
ground  is  already  frozen. 

The  land,   throughout  the  peninfula,  is 
in  no  part  mountainous,  but  frequently  ri- 
fes  into  hills  of  gradual  afcent,  every  where 
cloathed  with  wood.     From  thefe  arife  in- 
numerable 
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numerable  fprlngs  and  rivulets,  which  not 
only  fertilize  and  adorn  the  country,  but 
have  formed,  in  the  midft  of  it,  a  large 
lake,  or  piece  of  frefh  water,  which  is  of 
various  depths,  and  of  which,  however, 
little  more  is  known,  than  that  it  has  upon 
its  borders  very  large  tracts  of  meadow-land 
highly  improveable.  That  part  of  the  pro- 
vince which  is  beyond  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
and  extends  to  the  River  St  Laurence,  rifes 
alfo  gradually,  as  we  advance  from  the  fea, 
quite  to  Canada,  but  is,  however,  hardly 
any  where  mountainous.  Its  lands  are 
moflly  very  good,  particularly  at  a  diftance 
from  the  fea  j  and  its  woods  are  generally 
hard,  lofty,  and  extremely  ufeful. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  thefe  favage  de- 
farts,  all  the  animals  fly  wiih  terror  and 
precipitation  from  every  place  marked  with 
the  footfteps  of  man,  who  commonly  car- 
ries dcvaftatioa-with  him,  and  imprefles 
fear  on  every  other  creature.  Happy,  in- 
deed, had  it  been  for  the  human  race,  if 
E  the 
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the  malignant  pafTions,  which  diftinguifh 
and  difgrace  the  lord  of  the  creation,  had 
been  employed  in  the  purfuits  of  the  chace, 
and  the  deftrudion  of  beafts  of  prey,  ra- 
ther than  in  wars  more  criminal,  and  far 
lefs  ufeful. 


CLIMATE 
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THOUGH  this  country,  like  Canada, 
is  fubjecSt  to  long  and  fevere  winters, 
fucceeded  by  fudden  and  violent  heats,  of- 
ten much  greater  than  what  are  felt  in  the 
fame  latitudes  in  Europe ;  yet  it  cannot  be 
accounted  an  unhealthy  climate.  The  air^  in 
general,  in  winter,  is  very  fharp,  frofty,  and 
dry  ;  the  fky  fercne  and  unclouded,  by 
^w]iich  every  kind  of  exercife  adapted  to 
the  feafon  is  rendered  pleafant  and  agree- 
able. 

The  fogs  are  frequent  near  the  fea,  hyt 
feldom  fpread  themfelves  to  any  diftance  in 
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land.  They  are  obferved  to  rife  only 
from  thofe  places  that  are  contiguous  to 
the  fifhing-banks  which  lie  upon  the  coaft, 
and  are  remarkable  for  not  producing  the 
fame  difagreeable  effeds  upon  the  human 
body,  as  is  obfervable  of  frefh  water  fogs  ; 
the  influence  of  the  latter  often  producing 
the  mofl;  dangerous  difeafes,  even  upon 
perfons  that  are  otherwife  healthy,  and, 
to  the  confumptive  or  afthmatic,  prefent 
death.  The  reafon  of  this  difference  is,  no 
doubt,  to  be  accounted  for,  from  their  dif- 
ferent origin  ;  and  a  particular  inveftigation 
of  the  matter  is  foreign  to  our  purpofc. 

The  winter  commonly  breaks  up  with 
heavy  rains,  and  the  inhabitants  experience 
hardly  any  of  the  delights  of  the  fpring, 
which  in  England  is  accounted  the  mod  a- 
greeable  ieafon  of  the  year.  From  a  life- 
lefs  and  dreary  appearance,  and  the  gloomy 
fcenes  of  winter  wrapped  around  the  vege- 
table world,  the  country  throws  off  its  dif- 
guftful  attire,  and,  in  a  few  days,  exhibits 
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a  grand  and  pleafant  profpeft ;  the  vege- 
tation being  inconceivably  rapid,  nature 
pafles  fuddenly  from  one  extreme  to  ano- 
ther, in  a  manner  utterly  unknown  to  coun- 
tries accuftomed  to  a  gradual  progreffion  of 
feafons.  And,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear, 
it  is  an  acknowledged  fadt,  a  fadt  which 
furnifhes  a  certain  proof  of  che  purity  of 
the  air,  that  thefe  fudden  changes  feldom, 
if  ever,  affect  the  health  of  flrangers  or 
Europeans. 

Many  conjectures,  fome  of  them  im- 
probable enough,  have  been  made  by  per- 
fons  unacquainted  with  North  America,  but 
from  hearfay,  to  account  for  the  length  of 
the  winter,  and  the  peculiar  feverity  of  the 
air.  Its  real  caufes  are,  the  great  height  of 
the  land,  every  where  between  the  north 
pole  and  the  Britifli  colonies  lying  upon 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  confifting  of  unknown 
and  almoft  boundlefs  regions,  formed  of 
vaft  ranges  of  prodigious  mountains  cover- 
ed with  eternal  fnow  ;  the  immenfe  lakes, 

or 
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or  rather  feas  of  frefh  water,  frozen  up,  and 
entirely  covered  with  ice,  one  half  of  the 
year  ;  and,  what  is  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to 
thefe,  is  the  extreme  humidity  of  the  foil. 
As  the  north-weft  winds  prevail,  and  con- 
tinue to  blow  near  nine  months  in  the 
year,  and  muft,  in  their  paffage,  neceflari- 
ly  pafs  over  a  great  extent  of  cold  and  bar- 
ren defarts,  as  well  as  of  mountains  cover- 
ed with  fnow,  and  large  trads  of  frefh  wa- 
ter :  It  may  be  eafily  conceived  from  hence, 
with  what  innumerable  particles  of  cold 
they  muft  be  charged,  by  the  time  they  ar-  | 
rive  near  the  fea-coft.  To  follow,  there- 
fore, the  fubjed  further,  would  be  only  to 
perplex  what  is  fufficiently  obvious  ;  and 
the  caufes,  as  above  ftated,  are  fully  ade- 
quate for  determining  the  queftion,  why, 
in  Nova  Scotia,  the  winter  is  longer,  and 
the  cold  more  fevere,  than  in  European 
countries  which  are  fituated  in  much  high- 
er latitudes  ? 

The 
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The  coldnefs,  however,  of  this  province, 
with  that  of  New  England,  will  fcarccly 
bear  a  comparifon,  the  latter  being  gene- 
rally much  greater,  which  is  plain  from 
this  circumftance,  that  their  harbours  are 
frequently  frozen,  a  thing  which  is  feldom 
pr  ever  known  to  happen  in  the  former. 


NATURAL 
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ALL  the  different  kinds  of  wood,  which 
grow  in  the  neighbouring  provin- 
ces of  New  England,  grow  here.  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  very  little  white  oak 
can  be  obtained,  but  what  grows  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  the  fea,  as  renders  it  inca- 
pable of  becoming  an  article  of  commerce, 
with  any  profpe(^  of  profit ;  a  circumflance 
the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  no  fpecies  of 
wood  is  more  valuable  to  America,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  demand  there  is  for  it  in 
the  Weft  India  iflands. 

The 
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The  pine  forefts,  which  may  be  fuppo- 
fed  to  occupy  four  fifths  of  all  the  lands  in 
the  province,  are  not  only  valuable  for  fur- 
nifhing  mafts,  fpars,  lumber  for  the  fugar 
plantations,  and  timber  for  building,  but 
for  yielding  tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine,  com- 
modities which  are  all  procured  from  this 
iifeful  tree,  and  with  which  the  mother 
country  may  in  a  few  years  eafily  be  fup- 
plied,  if  fuch  encouragements  are  held  out, 
as  a  wife  adminiftration  know  how  to  be- 
llow upon  an  induftrious  and  ufeful  colo- 
ny. The  procefs  for  obtaining  thefe  valu- 
able articles  is  fo  fimple,  that  every  man 
poffeiTed  of  land  has  it  in  his  power  to 
make  more  or  lefs  of  them. 

This  matter  merits  the  ferious  attention 
of  the  legiflature  ;  as  the  United  States, 
whilft  they  continued  the  fubjedts  of  Eng- 
land, furniflied  our  (hipping  with  tar,  pitch, 
and  turpentine  ;  but  have  fmce  become,  in 
every  refped,  a  foreign  nation.  It  is  fure- 
'  ly  no  longer  good  policy  to  take  from  therri 

F  thofe 
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thofe  things  which,  ivith  proper  encourage- 
ment, our  own  colonies  are  found  to  pro- 
duce ;  and,  although  the  quantity  made  by 
them  will  never,  perhaps,  be  equal  to  the 
demand,  yet  it  affords  a  pleafing  profpeQ: 
of  greatly  reducing  the  lofs  that  muft  o- 
therwife  accrue  to  us  in  this  branch  of  trade, 
which  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  be 
confiderably  againft  Great  Britain. 

All  the  various  fpecies  of  birch,  beech, 
and  maple,  and  feveral  forts  of  fpruce,  are 
found  in  all  parts  in  great  abundance  ;  as 
alfo  numerous  herbs  and  plants,  either  not 
common  to,  or  not  known  in  England. 
Amongft  thefe  none  is  more  plentiful  than 
farfaparilla,  and  a  plant  whofe  root  refem* 
bles  rhubarb  in  colour,  tafte,  and  effedts  ; 
likewife  the  Indian  or  m.ountain  tea,  and 
maiden-hair,  an  herb  much  in  repute  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  with  fhrubs  producing 
ftrawberrics,  rafpberries,  and  many  other 
pleafant  fruits,  with  which  the  woods  in 
fummer  are  well  ftored  :     Of  thefe  wild 

productions, 
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produdions,  the  cherries  are  beft,  though 
fmaller  than  ours,  and  growing  in  bunches 
fomewhat  refembling  grapes.  The  faffa- 
fras  tree  grows  plentifully  in  common  with 
others  ;  but,  amongft  them,  none  is  more 
ufeful  to  the  inhabitants,  than  a  fpecies  of 
maple,  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  the 
fugar-tree,  as  affording  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  that  valuable  ingredient ;  to  obtain 
which,  it  is  neceflary,  early  in  the  fpring, 
when  the  fap  in  vegetables  is  obferved  to 
begin  to  rife,  to  make  an  incifion  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  ground,  about  two  inches 
deep  in  the  trunk  cf  the  tree,  and  a  fpout 
being  fixed  therein,  the  juice  flows  faft  into 
a  veffel  placed  below  to  receive  it,  and  de- 
creafes  in  quantity  as  the  fun  declines  to^ 
ward  evening.  This  liquor,  which,  in  its 
natural  ftate,  is  of  a  fweetifh  watery  tafte, 
and  requires  no  other  preparation  than  to 
be  evaporated  over  a  flow  fire,  whereby  its 
aqueous  parts  are  difunited  from  the  fugar, 
and  the  latter  is  cooled  in  the  moulds  made 
of  earth,  or  bark  of  trees.     Sixteen  pounds 
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of  Tap  are  requifite  for  making  one  of  fu- 
gar  ;  and  care  is  taken  not  to  drain  the  trees 
too  much.  Twenty  gallons  is  deemed  fuf- 
ficient  from  the  largeft.  Nor  can  the  ope- 
ration be  repeated  twice  in  the  fame  year, 
without  endangering  the  life  of  the  tree  ;  a 
precaution  not  always  attended  to  in  this 
country. 

The  fugar,  when  cold,  is  of  a  reddifli 
brown  colour,  fomewhat  tranfparent,  and 
very  pleafant  to  the  tafte.  It  can  only, 
however,  be  confidered  as  of  ufe  to  the  in- 
habitants within  the  province  ;  and  they 
have  not  failed  to  afcribe  to  it  feveral  vir- 
tues, either  real  or  imaginary,  as  a  medi- 
cine. 

Amongft  the  natural  produdions  of  No- 
va Scotia,  it  is  neceflary  to  enumerate  their 
iron-ore,  which  is  fuppofed  equally  good 
with  that  found  in  any  part  of  America  j 
the  wants  and  neceffities  of  the  refugees 
will  not  permit  fuch  trials  to  be  made,   at 

leaa 
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leaft  for  fome  time  to  come,  as  are  necef- 
fary  for  afcertaining  its  goodnefs  :  The  at- 
tention which  is  requifite  in  promoting  the 
arts  of  hufbandry,  and  extending  the  fifh- 
eries,  fo  as  to  enfure  a  prefent  fubfiftence, 
muft  occupy  fo  much  of  their  thoughts,  as 
to  leave  them  no  room  for  fpeculation  on 
future  improvements,  or  advantages  that 
are  at  any  confiderable  diftance.  There 
can,  how^ever,  remain  but  Httle  doubt,  that 
the  iron  made  here  may  become  a  ufeful 
article  of  trade  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years. 

Lime-ftone  is  found  in  many  places  ;  it 
is  extremely  good,  and  is  now  much  ufed 
for  building  ;  independent  of  which,  it 
gives  the  farmers  and  landholders  a  great 
advantage  for  improving  the  ground,  as  it 
is  found  by  experience  to  be  one  of  the 
mod  approved  things  in  the  world  for  that 
purpofe. 

ANIMALS, 
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THAT    HAVE    BEEN    IMPORTED. 


T^  H  E  animals  that  have  been  imported 
-■  do  not  degenerate.  The  black  cattle 
are  in  general  very  large,  and  the  flieep 
greatly  preferable  to  thofe  of  New  Eng- 
land ;  the  flefh,  both  of  them,  and  of  their 
hogs,  is  excellent;  and  fome  very  good 
horfes  are  now  bred  in  the  country.  Their 
dogs  are  exceeded  by  none  in  the  world 
for  ftrength  or  utility,  being  conftantly  put 
to  every  kind  of  drudgery,  fuch  as  fetch- 
ing home  the  provifions  that  are  neceflary 
for  the  family,  the  wood  for  their  firing, 
&c. 

Several 
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Several  of  the  ufeful  and  moft  common 
European  fruits  have  been  planted  in  many- 
places  ;  fo  that  the  Province  now  produces, 
particularly  at  Annapolis  Royal,  and  in  the 
country  between  Halifax  and  the  Bafon  of 
Mines,  great  quantities  of  apples,  fome 
pearss  and  a  few  plumbs,  which  are  all 
good  of  their  kind,  efpecially  the  former. 

The  fmaller  fruits,  fuch  as  currants* 
goofeberries,  &c.  grow  to  as  great  perfec- 
tion as  in  Europe ;  and  the  fame  may  be 
faid  of  all  the  common  and  ufeful  kinds  of 
garden  plants.  Among  thefe  their  potatoes 
have  the  preference,  as  being  the  moft  fer- 
viceable  in  a  country  abounding  with  fifh  ; 
and  indeed  they  are  not  to  be  exceeded  in 
goodnefs  by  any  in  the  world. 

The  maize,  or  Indian  corn,  is  a  native  of 
much  warmer  climates,  and,  though  plant- 
ed here,  never  arrives  at  more  than  two 
thirds  of  its  natural  bignefs  ;  a  defedt  which 
arifes  as  well  from  the  fhortnefs  of  the  fum- 

mer, 
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mer,  as  the  gravelly  nature  of  the  foil.  Its 
vaft  utility,  both  to  man  and  beaft,  will  al- 
ways, however,  render  it  an  object  of  cul- 
tivation, as  no  kind  of  grain  is  more  eafily 
raifed,  after  the  lands  are  once  cleared,  or 
is  capable  of  yielding  a  greater  produce, 
which  is  generally  from  feven  hundred  to 
a  thoufand  grains,  and  fometimes  twelve 
hundred,  for  one  that  has  been  fowed  ; 
and,  befides  this  large  increafe,  it  is  remark- 
able for  the  excellent  food  which  its  ftems 
and  leaves  afford  to  every  kind  of  cattle  in 
winter,  who  will  eat  it  in  preference  to  any 
other  vegetable. 

As  the  remaining  branches  of  the  king's 
dominions  in  America  will  be  better  known 
hereafter,  and,  it  is  hoped,  fo  governed  as 
to  render  them  flourifhing  and  happy  in 
themfelves,  and  ufeful  to  the  parent  ftate  ; 
the  attention  of  the  legiflature  will,  no 
doubt,  be  direded  to  adopt  fuch  meafures 
as  may  encourage  the  growth  of  hemp  and 
flax ;  articles  which   are  perfedly  fitted  to 

the 


ANIMALS,  TREES,  &c.  4g 

the  foil  and  climate  of  the  country  j  and, 
if  confidered  as  forming  an  eflential  part  of 
the  ftores  confumed,  not  only  by  the  royal 
navy,  but  by  all  the  mercantile  vefTels  of 
Great  Britain,  mufl:  always  be  an  objedt  of 
national  importance,  and,  if  properly  fup- 
ported,  will  keep  at  home  a  great  part,  if 
not  all,  of  thofe  immenfe  fums  which  have 
hitherto  been  fent  abroad  and  expended 
with  foreign  nations,  for  purchafing  hemp, 
canvas,  and  linens. 

Tobacco,  a  plant  of  which  the  ufes  and 
€fiPe£ts  are  well  known,  may  be  cultivated 
with  eafe  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  it  is  already  e« 
very  where  in  Canada,  from  Lake  Cham- 
plain  to  the  Ifle  of  Orleans,  for  the  purpofe; 
of  internal  confumption,  Confidered  in  no 
other  light  than  as  keeping  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney in  the  Province,  the  culture  of  this  ar~ 
tide  is  an  objedl  of  fome  concern  ;  but, 
whether  its  quality  will  ever  render  it  a 
commodity  fit  for  exportation,  time  alone 
can  difcover. 

G  DANGERS 
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DANGERS  UPON  THE  COAST, 


^  I  ^HIS  country,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  may  be  juftly  efteemed  the 
firft  in  the  American  world,  with  refped  to 
that  fituation,  whether  in  peace  or  war, 
which  a  great  maritime  power,  poflefTed  al- 
fo  of  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies,  would 
wifh  to  retain  and  improve. 

All  the  fouthern  coaft  of  the  Peninfula  k 
one  continued  chain  of  inlets,  bays,  roads, 
and  fheltering  places  for  (hipping  ;  the  ap- 
proaches to  which  are  rendered  eafy,  by  the 
regularity  of  the  foundings  j  fo  that  the 
goodnefs  of  its  harbouro  add  to  its  impor- 
tance, and  increafe  the  local  advantages  for 

which. 
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which,  in  refpe<fl  of  ficuation,  it  ftands  in- 
debted to  nature. 

The  principal  dangers  to  which  thofe 
who  intend  to  nnake  the  land  are  expofed, 
are,  firft,  from  Brown's  Bank,  or  George's 
Bank,  a  very  large  llioal,  lying  a  great  way 
off  at  fea,  fouth-weft  of  Cape  Sable  ;  it  is 
aflerted  to  have  been  feen  dry  in  fome  pla- 
ces, which  is  not  improbable,  as  there  are 
credible  perfons  who  have  founded  upon  it 
in  three  fathoms  water  *.  It  is  one  of 
the  word  places  in  the  world  to  fall  in 
with  at  night,  efpecially  in  bad  weather, 
though  fortunately  the  foundings  are  gra- 
dual. 

The  fecond  danger  upon  the  coaft  arifes 
from  the  Seal  Illands,  which  lie  off  Cape 
Sable,  the  fouth  weftermoft  extremity  of 
the  province.     They  are  ftill  more  hurtful 

from 

*  This  fhoal  part  is  nearer  to  Cape  Cod,  at  tlie  en- 
trance to  Bofton  Bay,  than  to  any  other  place  ;  it  bears 
from  it  eaft  about  50  miles. 
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from  the  conftant  fogs  and  currents  that 
prevail  thereabout,  and  many  vefTels  are  e- 
very  year  wrecked  upon  them. 

A  third,   and  that  equal  to  either  of  the 

former,   is   the  lile   of  Sable,   lying  about 

thirty   leagues   S.   E.   of  Halifax.     It  is  a 

great  bank  of  fand,  very  low,  being  almoft 

even  with  the  v/ater,    and  fcarcely  difcern- 

ible,  even  in  clear  weather,  at  any  confider- 

able  diftance  ;    narrow,  but  of  confiderable 

length,  and  furrounded,   particularly  at  the 

N.  E.  and  N.  W.  ends,  with  terrible  fhoals, 

bars,  and  hills  of  fand.    In  the  middle  of  it 

there  is  a  large  pond   of  fait   water,    com-      I 

raunicating  with  the  fea,   abounding   with      I 

oyfters  and  other  fhell-fifh,   which  afford  a 

fcanty  fubfiftence  to  the  wretches  who  are 

fo  unhappy  as  to  be  wrecked  upon  this  de- 

folate   ifland.     A  near  approach   to  it  dif- 

covers   only  naked   fand-hills,  producing  a 

few  low  fl^irub?,   and  inhabited  by    horfes, 

and  fome  few  black  cattle,   that  have  long 

fince  run  vvild. 

Very 
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Very  little  danger  is  to  be  apprehended 
when  well  in  with  the  main  land,  except 
from  what  is  vifible  and  above  water,  and 
even  thefe  dangers  are  daily  leffened  by  ex- 
perience, and  by  the  great  improvements 
made  in  the  nautic  art  ;  amongft  which, 
that  of  determining  the  longitude  of  pla- 
ces by  celellial  obfervation,defeivedly  holds 
the  firft  rank,  and  has  greatly  facilitated 
the  conftrudion  of  the  beft  fea  charts  that 
any  age  or  nation  can  boaft  of  having  pof- 
feffed.  The  tides  in  the  Bay  of  Fundyj 
though  regular,  yet,  as  running  very  ftrong 
in  many  places,  and  caufmg  a  great  rife  and 
fall  of  water,  have  imprefTed  the  minds  of 
many  perfons,  unacquainted  with  the  coaft, 
with  an  unjuft  idea  of  the  peril  and  diffi- 
culty of  the  navigation,  efpecially  during 
the  winter,  which  has  not  been  a  little 
heightened  by  the  fogs  that  are  prevalent 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year.  It  will  therefore 
be  neceflary  to  have  light-houfes  ered:ed  in 
feveral  places  for  enfuring,  not  only  the 
fafety  of  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  pro- 
vince, 
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Vince,  but  llkewife  the  King's  fhips,  which 
are  equally  expofed,  in  performing  the  du- 
ties of  their  ftation,  with  the  merchant  vef- 
fels  employed  in  thefe  feas.  Happily  the 
fituations  fit  for  fuch  erections  are  fo  pla- 
ced by  nature,  as  to  be  obvious  to  the  moft 
inexperienced  obferver.  One  of  them  muft 
be  built  upon  a  confpicuous  part  of  Grand 
Manan,  or  the  S.  W.  point  of  Long  Ifland, 
which  form  the  entrance  to  the  bay  of  Fun- 
dy;  and  this,  not  only  for  the  guidance 
of  fhips  bound  in  from  fea,  but  likewife 
for  thofe  that  come  down  from  the  fettle- 
ments  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  from  St 
John's  River,  Annapolis  Royal,  and  other 
places. 

The  fecond  fhould  be  upon  Patridgc 
Ifland, at  the  entrance  into  St  John's  River; 
a  fituation  not  lefs  adapted  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe  than  for  that  of  raifing  works  to  fe- 
cure  the  navigation  of  the  river,  protedl  the 
harbour?  and  prevent  the  landing  of  an  e- 
ncmy. 

Another 
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Another  is  wanted  upon  the  Seal  Iflands, 
and  is  that  which  will  be  the  moft  ufeful  ; 
the  advantages  naturally  arifing  from  it  be- 
ing of  the  moft  extenfive  kind,  and  equally 
diffufed  to  fhips  of  all  nations,  whom  ei- 
ther choice,  misfortune,  or  ignorance,  has 
brought  into  the  American  feas, 

Annapolis  Royal,  and  Port  Rofeway  *, 
harbours  upon  which  fuch  confiderable 
fettlements  are  formed,  as  bid  fair  to  rival 
the  commercial  glory  of  fome  cities  in  the 
old  colonies,  would  be  much  benefited  by 
fimilar  eredions,  which,  though  unable  to 
complete  themfelves  at  prefent,  might  be 
kept,  if  already  built,  without  any  kind  of 
expence  to  government. 

As  a  confiderable  fettlement  is  forming 
at  Chedabudo  Bay,  in  the  eaftermoft  ex- 
tremity of  the  Province,  it  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  that  a  light-houfe  ihould  be  built 

upon, 

*  There  is  one  now  building  at  this  place. 
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upon,  or  near  to  Cape  Canfo  ;  not  merely 
becaufe  there  is  a  town  forming  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood, but  becaufe  it  is  furrounded  by 
many  fhoals  and  rocks,  which  are  little 
known,  and,  above  all,  becaufe  it  will  tend 
to  facilitate  the  navigation  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia to  St  John's  Ifland,  the  gulph  and  river 
of  St  Laurence,  and  Canada,  by  means  of 
the  ftreights  or  gut  of  Canfo,  a  narrow 
channel  or  arm  of  the  fea,  which  divides 
the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  from  the  coun- 
try of  which  we  are  fpeaking. 
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UPON  every  part  of  the  coaft,  and  at 
different  diftances  from  the  land, 
there  are  fifhing  banks,  of  greater  or  fmall- 
er  extent,  and  in  various  depths  of  water, 
generally  from  thirty  to  (ixty  fathoms  ; 
upon  all  of  thefe,  the  cod  fifh  is  found  in 
all  feafons,  and  in  every  month  of  the  year, 
notwithftanding  what  has  been  fometimes 
advanced  to  the  contrary.  There  is,  indeed, 
fome  variation  as  to  the  quantity  taken, 
and  the  depth  of  water  to  which  the  fifh 
retire,  at  certain  feafons  ;  they,  however, 
never  entirely  forfake  the  coaft.  The  com- 
mon, and,  indeed,  the  almoft  only  method 
H  prac- 
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pradifed  here,  is  that  which  is  called  the 
ftationary  filhery,  carried  on  by  the  inha- 
bitants in  fmall  craft.  In  thefe  they  go  off 
to  fea  in  fummer,  and  remain  out  from  one 
or  two  days  to  feven  or  eight,  falting  the 
fifh  whilfi:  out,  and  on  their  return  drying 
it  upon  hurdles,  placed  horizontally,  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  ground,  and  taking 
care,  whenever  it  rains,  to  turn  the  Ikin  or 
back  of  the  fifh  to  the  weather,  to  prevent 
its  being  fpoiled.  When  dried  fufficiently, 
it  is  piled  up  in  ftacks,  and  afterwards  ei- 
ther exported,  as  an  article  of  trade,  or  re- 
ferved  as  food  in  winter.  That  which  is 
only  falted,  and  thrown  immediately  into 
the  holds  of  the  veflels  employed  in  fifh- 
ing,  without  any  farther  preparation,  is 
called  green  cod.  Very  little  of  this  is  pre- 
ferved  for  fale,  and  none  exported. 

The  freih   fiili  was  never  confidered  as 
an  article   of  commerce,   but   is  extremely 
ufeful  to  the  inhabitants  as  food,  of  which 
it  conftitutes  a  principal   part,   and   like- 
wife 
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wife  to  the  perfons  concerned  In  the  fifh- 
ery. 

The  almoft  infinite  number  of  cod  that 
is  taken  every  year  in  thefe  feas,  though  ic 
may  excite  aftonifhment  at  firft,  will  ceafe 
to  do  fo,  when  we  confider  the  immenfe 
multitudes  which  moll  of  the  aquatic  tribes 
are  formed  to  bring  forth.  In  this  refpect^ 
the  creative  wifdom  of  divine  Providence  is 
not  a  little  magnified,  by  a  comparative 
view  of  the  beneficial  and  harmlefs  fifh  we 
are  fpeaking  off  ;  and  that  enemy  to  man 
and  every  other  living  creature,  the  vora- 
cious and  devouring  fhark,  who,  though  fo 
large,  brings  forth  her  young  ones  alive, 
which  are  fometimes  not  above  five  or  fix 
in  number,  and  feldom  exceed  twenty  ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  roe  or  fpawn  of  the  cod, 
-having  been  adually  counted  by-an  able 
naturalift  *,  was  found  to  contain  more 
than  nine  millions  of  eggs,  each  one  ca- 
pable 

*  M.  Lcewenhoeck. 
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pable   of  reproducing   the   fpecies,  in  the 
fame  extent  and  perfection. 

This  vaft  profufion  of  nature,  fo  obfer- 
vable  in  the  feas  of  North  America,  might 
teach  us  to  confider  the  ocean,  and  its  va- 
rious produ(5tions,  as  a  property  common 
to  the  whole  earth  ;  and,  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, the  obvious  and  natural  rights  of 
mankind  would  incline  us  to  think,  that 
the  fifheries  in  particular  fhould  be  open  to 
all  nations.  But  maritime  ftates,  (by  which 
is  to  be  underftood,  thofe  not  only  poffef- 
fed  of  naval  power,  but  alfo  of  colonies 
fettled  at  their  expence,  and  nourillied  by 
their  care  and  protedlion,)  knowing  their 
importance,  have,  from  motives  of  found 
policy,  prohibited,  and  almoft  totally  ex- 
cluded foreigners  from  a  fhare  of  the  be- 
nefits :  Thus,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy, 
which,  from  the  great  number  of  monks, 
and  the  general  fuperilition  of  their  peo- 
ple, might  at  leaft  claim  the  neceffity,  if 
not  the  right,  of  filhing,  are,  among  the 

reft, 
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reft,  entirely  debarred  from  it.  The  Brl- 
tilh  govern  mem  wifely  avails  itfelf  of  fu- 
perior  power  and  fituation,  in  order  to  re- 
alize to  its  fubje£ts  the  profits  and  advan- 
tages arifing  from  a  branch  of  commercej 
which,  whilft  it  gives  bread  to  thoufands, 
enriches  the  ftate,  and  contributes  in  a  ve- 
ry great  degree  to  render  the  kingdom 
flourifhing  at  home,  and  abroad  both  pow- 
erful and  refpedable. 

From  the  middle  of  April,  when  the 
rains  which  break  up  the  froft  commonly 
prevail,  and  put  an  end  to  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  a  conftant  fucceflion  of  all  kinds  of 
fifli  common  to  the  country  takes  place  in 
the  harbours  and  inlets.  Of  thefe,  the  her- 
rings are  generally  the  firft,  and  in  a  little 
time  becoming  gradually  intermixed  with 
the  fhadj  are  fucceeded  by  them;  thefe  are 
accounted  almoft  equally  good  with  fal- 
mon  for  drying  and  faking  ;  both  the  one 
and  the  other  run  in  prodigious  fhoals  to- 
wards the  heads  of  the  creeks  and  rivers, 

in 
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in  order  to  depofit  their  fpawn  at  the  falls 
or  rapids,  which  (lop  them  from  proceed- 
ing farther,  and  where  they  may  be  taken 
with  bafkets  in  any  quantity.  Salmon  foon 
fucceed,  and  continue  a  confiderable  time 
in  feafon,  and  are  generally  taken  in  a  fet 
net,  which  muft  be  watched  in  order  to  ob- 
ferve  when  they  entangle  themfelves.  Their 
number  is  fo  great,  that  many  fifheries  may 
be  eftablifhed  for  curing  and  exporting 
them ;  one  of  thefe  is  already  begun  on  the 
Bafon  of  Mines. 

Mackarel,  and  another  kind  of  fifh,  ei- 
ther not  known  in  England,  or  not  com- 
mon there,  which  grows  very  large,  come 
into  the  harbours  during  the  fall  of  the 
year,  in  fuch  numbers  as  is  inconceivable, 
for  the  purpofe  of  preying  upon  the  young 
fifh,  that  are  the  offspring  of  other  kinds 
which  take  to  the  fhoal  water,  until  their 
fize  and  ftrength  may  enable  them  to  go 
further  off  in  quefl  of  fubfiftence. 

The 
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The  havock  committed  upon  them  is  tru- 
ly aftonifhing.  From  a  diiTedtion  of  one  of 
their  purfuers,  the  ftomach  was  found  to 
contain  more  than  five  hundred  of  the 
fmall  fifli.  A  proof  of  one  of  the  many 
means  ufed  by  Providence  to  prevent  the 
feas  from  becoming  overftocked  with  inha- 
bitants !  Mackarel  are  exported  in  large 
quantities  to  the  Weft  Indies  ;  but  the  vo- 
racious kinds  of  fifh  above  mentioned  are 
unfit  for  food,  unlefs  eaten  fre(h. 

Lobfters  are  found  on  all  parts  of  the 
fea-fhore  in  great  abundance,  and  the  catch- 
ing them  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  Indians, 
who  carry  them  to  market  in  their  fmall 
canoes.  Plaice,  flounders,  foals,  fkate,  and 
hallibut,  are  to  be  met  with  every  where 
in  the  greateft  profufion,  and  are  only 
ufed  by  the  fifhermen  and  inhabitants  for 
food. 

The  Americans  took  care  to  referve  to 
themfelves,  at  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  un- 
der 
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der  the  powerful   mediation  of  France,   a 
•  right   to   hfh  upon  the  coafts  and  banks  of 
the  colony,   and   to  dry  their  fi(h  on  fhore 
in  its  uninhabited  bays  and   harbours.     Of 
the   firft   of  thefe  advantages  they  have  a- 
vailed   therafelves  ;  many   of  their  vefTels 
completed   their  cargoes  there  during  the 
laft  feafon.     It  is  probable,  however,  that 
thev  will  preferve  their  cod  greeUy  not  on- 
ly becaufe  the  beft  harbours  are  already  oc- 
cupied by  the  loyalifts  and  refugees,  who 
have   fettled   there   from  other  plptces,   but 
becaufe  in  the  others  they  might  frequent- 
ly expert  to  meet  with  tlie  ftationary  fifh- 
ermeuj  in  which  cafes  difputes  would  pof- 
fibly  arife  ;    though  it  is  but  jufiice  to  ob- 
ferve  of  the  fea-faring  people,  who  are  the 
fubjects  of  the  United  States,  that  their  be- 
haviour in  thofe  parts  has,  on  all  occafions, 
fhewn  a  defire  to  avoid  giving  offence,    or 
doing   any  thing  that   might  awaken  the 
remembrance  of  paft  injuries.     Thefe,  up- 
on the  contrary,  they  feem  ftudicus  of  bu- 
rying 
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iying  in  oblivion  ;  and  it  is,  perhaps,  for 
this  reafon  that  they  have  feldom,  if  at  all, 
prefamed  to  vvear  their  national  colours  in 
any  of  the  harbours. 

The  cod  fifhery  begins  in  the  Bay  of  Fun- 
dy  in  the  month  of  May,  and  continues 
there  only  fix  weeks  or  two  months.  The 
fifh  caught  here  are  neither  fo  good,  nor  in 
fuch  plenty,  as  thofe  which  are  caught  out 
at  fea,  or  even  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bay, 
about  the  iflands  at  Paflamaquoddy  ;  but 
they  are  extremely  ufeful  to  the  numerous 
inhabitants  who  are  fettled  or  fettling  in 
the  different  harbours. 

No  fatigues  or  hardfhips  can  exceed  thofe 
of  the  filhermen  during  the  feafon,  their 
labours  leaving  them  hardly  any  time  to 
reft,  either  by  night  or  day.  Fortunately, 
however,  from  the  healthinefs  of  the  cli- 
mate, from  the  whoiefomenefs  of  their 
food,  which  confifts  chiefly  of  fifh,  but,  a- 
bove  all,  from  their  conflant  exercife,  they 

I  eiiJ07 
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enjoy,  in  general,  an  uninterrupted  ftate  of 
health. 

In  conclufion,  It  with  truth  may  be  af- 
ferted,  that  the  fifhery,  in  the  laft  lumuier, 
employed  about  ten  thoufand  men,  and  was 
the  means  of  feeding  at  leaft  thirty  thou- 
fand. The  whole  quantity  caught  was  up- 
wards of  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
quintals,  about  forty  thoufand  of  which 
were  exported  ;  thefe,  at  the  lovveft  price, 
viz.  thirteen  Ihillings  and  fixpence  each, 
muft  have  amounted  to  L.  26,000  Sterling  ; 
which  fum  may  be  eftimated  as  {o  much 
money  really  gained  to  the  colony,  whe- 
ther the  fi(h  were  fold  abroad  for  caih,  or 
exchanged  for  commodities  of  which  the 
inhabitants  flood  in  need.  Th.e  calcula- 
tion here  given,  which  is  very  low,  and 
defignedly  kept  within  bounds,  that  no 
charge  of  exaggeration  may  be  brought  a- 
gainft  it,  is  only  intended  to  fhew  v/hat  the 
colony  is  now  able  to  dc,  when  in  a  weak 

and 
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and  imperfedl  ftate  ;  and  furniflies  an  in- 
conteftibie  proof,  that  the  fifheries  are  an 
inexhauflible  mine  of  wealth,  and  do,  with 
the  woods,  conflitute  the  natural  riches  of 
the  country. 
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THAT  we  may  go  on  regularly  in 
viev/ing  the  produce  of  the  country, 
and  from  thence  form  a  judgment  of  its 
value,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  fay  fomething 
of  the  natives  themfelves,  before  we  men- 
tion the  grand  object  of  their  purfuit,  the 
fur  trade. 

Ignorant  of  the  arts  of  agriculture,   as 
well  as  of  commerce,   except  in  the  moft 
confined  fenfe,it  is  in  the  fatigues  and  plea- 
fures  of  the  chace  that  they  have  clothing,    jd 
as   well    as  food,  for    their  objed:  ;    and,    ^ 
whilft  we  thus  reprefsnt  their  manners  as 

concifely 
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concifely  as  pofTible,  abftrufe  fpeculatlon, 
improbable  conje<5ture,  and  hearfay  infor- 
mation, will  be  equally  avoided. 

The  large  territory  which  prefents  itfelf 
to  our  view,  exhibits,  at  firft  fight,  a  dark, 
thick,  and  almoft  impenetrable  foreft,  in- 
dented on  all  fides  with  the  waters  of  the 
fea,  interfered  with  innumerable  fprings, 
as  well  as  many  extenfive  fwamps  and  mo- 
rafles,  which,  never  yet  cultivated,  afford 
fhelter  to  many  favage  animals,  and  large 
herds  of  ufeful  ones.  On  a  clofer  examina- 
tion, we  difcover  many  fmall  tribes  orfingle 
families  of  the  human  fpecies  fcattered  a- 
bout  upon  the  coaft,  perpetually  wandering 
from  place  to  place,  living  in  a  ftate  of  war 
with  the  beafts  of  the  field,  depending  up- 
on their  deftrudlion  for  fubfiftence,  and 
pradifing  no  fort  of  cultivation,  or  any  of 
thofe  other  arts,  which  are  fo  neceflary  to 
the  eafe  of  man  in  an  improved  ftate,  if  not 
to  his  very  exiftence. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  remains  of  the  ancient  na- 
tions ;   the  Inhabitants  who  once  filled  this 
part    of  the  coaft  of  North  America,    and 
who,   by  their  paffion   for  war,   and  their 
attachment    to    the    French    neutrals   that 
were  fettled  among  them,   rendered  them- 
felves  dreadful  to  all  who  approached  them. 
That  paffion,   fo  unworthy   of  a  rational 
creature,  and  which  conftantly  degenerates 
into  barbarity,  when  exercifed  amongft  men 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  was  rendered  Ptill  more 
fierce,  by  the  enthufiafm  inftilled  into  them 
by  their  priefts,   whofe   tenets,   too  often 
correfpondent  with  the  fentiments   of  the 
favages,  irritated  their  natural  ferocity  to  a 
continual  thirfl  for  the  blood  of  men,  who, 
to   the  obvious  crime  of  being   enemies, 
were  branded  as  heretics  alfo. 

Happily  thefe  fcenes  have  difappeared  ; 
fanatieifm  and  blood- fned  vanilhed  toge- 
ther ;  the  rage  of  the  Indians  has  diminifn- 
ed  with  their  numbers  ;  and  nothing  now 
^ngage«   their   attention,   but  hunting  and 
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filhing,  which,  from  their  peaceable  beha- 
viour, are  both  rendered  ferviceable  to  the 
colonv.  Some  few,  indeed,  have  been  ob- 
fervcd  to  be  difpleafed  at  the  great  number 
of  white  perfons,  who,  fmce  their  migra- 
tion, have,  ofnecefTity,  deftroyed  fome  of 
the  bed  hunting  lands  that  were  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  harbours  they  occu- 
py; but  their  w-eaknefs,  added  to  their  pru- 
dence, will  certainly  prevent  them  from 
making  any  diRurbance. 

Their  numbers,  once  fo  formidable,  are 
now  reduced  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  fore- 
bode the  entire  annihilation  of  the  race  ; 
and  it  has  often  been  obferved,  with  ftri<3: 
truth,  that  they  are  continually  degenera- 
ting and  decreafing  in  all  countries  peopled 
by  Europeans.  This  is  not,  however,  ow- 
ing to  wars  among  themfelves,  or  with  o- 
thers,  nothing  of  that  kind  having  happen- 
ed for  many  years.  It  is  chiefly  to  be  a- 
fcribed,  either  to  the  immoderate  ufe  of 
fpiritous  liquors  of  the  very  woril  kind, 

pur- 


72  INDIANS. 

purcbafed  of  the  white  people,  or  to  the  in- 
trodudion  of  the  fmall-pox  into  North  A- 
inerica,  which,  at  different  periods,  has  com- 
mitted dreadful  ravages  amongft  them.    A 
fmall  dofe  of  liquor  never  fatisfies  them. 
They  drink   it  unmixed,  until   they   can 
drink  no  more,  and  then  become  literally 
mad.  This,  from  a  frequent  repetition,  en- 
feebles and  befots  them,   deadens  and  be- 
numbs  the  nervous  fyftem,  and,  whilft  it 
irritates,  weakens  and  deflroys  the  organs 
of  generation,  as  well  as  thofe  fentiments  of 
affection   and   regard    which  mutually  at- 
tract and  unite  the  fexes,  and  of  which  the 
Indians  are   by  no  means  deftitute,   when 
free  from  a  habit  of  intoxication.  It  is  not, 
however,  uncommon  to  fee  a  whole  family 
carrying  in   their  faces  the  marks  of  this 
brutal  vice,  and   every  mufcle  fixed  in  the 
calm  ftupidity  of  inebriation. 

Their  features,  when  young,  are  gene- 
rally very  good,   efpecially  the  girls,  who 
have  fine  eyes,  teeih,  and  hair.  After  mar- 
riage, 
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riage,  and  bearing  children,  they  fuddenly 
lofe  their  youthful  look,  and  aflume  an  a- 
ged  and  emaciated  appearance.  This  re- 
mark is  not,  indeed,  without  exceptions,  as 
many  of  them  arrive  te  a  very  advanced 
age,  contrary  to  what  might  be  generally 
expected  from  the  wandering  and  expo- 
fed  life  they  continually  lead,  and  the  hard- 
ihips  that  muft  be  endured  as  a  neceffary 
confequence. 

The  fmall-pox,  that  difeafe  which,  in 
our  hemifphere,  has  fo  often  proved  a  fatal 
fcourge  to  mankind,  could  find  but  little 
refiftence  from  a  people  who,  before  their 
intercourfe  with  Europe,  knew  no  diftem- 
pers,  but  fuch  as  proceed  from  exceffive 
heats  and  colds,  and  unacquainted  with  a 
medicine  capable  of  diverting  or  flopping 
its  progrefs  ;  confequently,  the  devaftation 
committed  by  it  has  been  fo  great,  as  to 
imprefs  their  minds  with  an  idea  of  its  being 
the  worft  and  moil  confummate  of  evils  that 
can  befall  mankind.  Thus,  of  all  the  tribes 
K  known 
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known  by  tiie  general  name  of  Abenakies, 
once  {o  numerous,  and  even  efteemed 
powerful,  no  more  remain  at  prefent  than 
eleven  or  twelve  hundred,  of  ail  ages  and 
defcriptions,  which  feem  to  be  ftill  decrea- 
fmg  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  every  other 
part  of  America. 

The  men  are  (lout  made,  and  have  (Irong 
bones  ;  but  their  mufcles  are  apparently 
fmaller  than  thofe  of  the  Kuropeans,  and 
are  fuited  to  their  manner  of  life,  which 
requires  more  agility  than  ftrength.  Their 
hei^^ht  is  well  proportioned  ;  for  it  never 
exceeds  fix  feet,  and  is  feidom  lefs  than  the 
talleft  of  the  middle  fize.  Their  complexion, 
by  nature  of  a  copper  colour,  is  rendered 
ftill  darker,  by  going  conftantly  expofed  to 
the  air,  and  negleQing  to  Vv-afh.  The  red 
paint,  with  which  they  formerly  befmeared 
their  faces,  is  nov^r  aimofl  totally  difufed, 
except  in  Canada,  where  it  is  often  made  to 
exprefs  war,  either  begun  or  intended,  and 
ftill  oftener  as  an  ornament  to  heighten  the 
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natural  beauty  ;  the  paint  mod  efteemed 
for  this  purpofe  is  vermilion,  as  being  the 
bri^htefl  and  niofl:  durable. 


•to' 


The  hair  of  the  beard  and  eye-brows, 
that  on  the  fore  part  of  the  head,  and  e- 
very  other  part  of  the  body,  is  carefully 
plucked  out  by  the  roots  when  they  are 
young.  The  rcafon  ailigned  for  this  cuf- 
tom  is,  to  ufe  their  own  exprefiion,  that 
the  hair  left  upon  the  back  of  the  head 
may  not  be  Jlarved  by  the  fupernumerary 
hair  which  grows  upon  other  parts  of  the 
body,  though  it  perhaps  originated  amongfi: 
their  anceflors,  from  obferving  the  propri- 
ety of  fliutting  up  the  glandular  paflliges, 
and  thereby  rendering  ihemfelves  Icfs  liable 
to  be  hurt  by  the  colds  and  damps  of  the 
furrounding  atmofphere,  to  which,  as  a  na- 
tural confequence  of  their  wandering  and 
unfettled  life,  they  are  more  cxpofed  than 
the  people  of  any  other  nation.  The  hair 
upon  their  heads  is  always  long  and  black  j 

as 
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as  Is  alfo  the  hair  and  eyes  of  every  Indian 
tribe  in  North  America. 

Their  language  founds  ftrong  to  the  ear, 
but  is  attended  with  a  foft  breathing,  or 
kind  of  refpiration,  which  degenerates  at 
times  into  a  guttural  noife  for  a  moment, 
and  then  goes  on  fmoothly  as  before.  It 
is  exceedingly  expreflive,  and  contains  few 
words,  as  arifmg  from  a  quick  and  lively 
fenfation  of  vifible  objeds,  which  prompts 
them  to  exprefs,  as  it  were  in  a  moment, 
ideas  that  would  take  time  and  reflection  in 
us  to  paint  to  the  life ;  whilft  their  furprife, 
ignorance,  or  indignation,  give  birth  to 
thoughts  and  exprefTions,  warm,  aftonifh- 
ing,  and  fublime  ;  of  which  a  thoufand  ex- 
amples might  be  given,  by  perfons  conver- 
fant  with  their  dialed. 

Born  and  bred  up  in  a  ftate  purely  natu- 
ral, they  are  extremely  jealous  of  their  in- 
dependence. As  they  believe  all  men  equal, 
iheir  principal  abhorrence  to  a  civilized  way 
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of  life  feems  to  arife  from  what  they  ob- 
ferve  among  the  nations  that  ftile  them  bar- 
barians, whofe  corruptions,  and  falfe  ideas 
of  things,  they  afFe(!i  to  defpife  ;  and  none 
more  than  the  refpecSt  that  is  paid  to  riches, 
which,  as  they  juftly  remark,  are  frequent- 
ly poflefled  by  the  moft  worthlefs  of  man- 
kind. 

No  form  of  government  can  be  faid  to 
fubfift  among  them.  Each  little  hord  or 
tribe  pays  fome  deference  to  an  old  man, 
who  is  regarded  for  his  wifdom  and  expe- 
rience. He  fpeaks  upon  all  public  occa- 
fions  that  concern  the  community,  the  reft 
meanwhile  obferving  a  profound  filence  ; 
and  his  language  is  generally  decent,  fome- 
times  bombaftic  and  fwelling,  but  always 
fenfible,  and  delivered  with  gravity. 

The  Roman  Catholic  religion  is  univer- 
fally  profefled ;  and  they  wear  a  fmall  cru- 
cifix, as  an  emblem  of  their  faith.     This 
fenfe  of  religion  has  fo  far  an  influence  up- 
on 
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on  them,  as  to  bring  great  numbers  from 
the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  province  to 
St  John's  River,  vs/here  a  prieft  of  the  Ro- 
mifh  communion  comes  annually  from  Ca- 
nada, to  baptize,  confefs,  and  abfolve  them  ; 
for  which  he  is  generally  recompenfed  by 
a  fmall  parcel  of  furs  from  the  head  of 
each  family. 

Their  fubfiftence  depends  entirely  upon 
hunting  ant^  iilhing  ;  employments  that  oc- 
cupy almoft  the  vv'hole  of  their  lives,  to 
which  their  canoes  are  a  neceflary  appen- 
dage; and,  in  the  conftrudion  of  it,  the  in- 
genuity of  an  Indian  is  chiefly  difplayed. 
The  bark  of  a  very  large  birch  tree,  fmooth, 
and  free  from  knots,  is  cut  with  a  hatchet, 
perpendicularly  through  on  one  fide,  and 
then  taken  gradually,  and  with  great  art, 
off  the  tree.  Being  laid  upon  the  ground, 
the  two  ends  are  neatly  fevved  up,  as  are 
the  cracks  or  fiflures  caufed  by  taking  the 
bark  off,  with  fmall  withs  made  of  fpruce 
or  pine.     The  wife  is  employed  In  cutting 
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fmall  hoops,  half  an  inch  thick,  and  three 
broad,  to  ferve  as  ribs  or  timbers  to  ftrcng- 
then  it  ;  thefe  are  placed  croffwife,  at  fome 
diftance,  the  whole  length  ;  a  gunwate,  a- 
bout  an  inch  thick,  is  now  ftrongly  lewed 
to  the  canoe  with  the  fame  materials,  a  nail 
ferving  as  a  needle,  and  the  i'eams  covered 
with  melted  rofin.  The  canoe,  on  being 
put  into  the  water,  is  deftined  to  carry  the 
whole  family,  confifting  fometimes  of  five 
or  fix  perfons,  and  likewife  the  guns,  am- 
munition, and  baggage  ;  but  the  laft  of 
thefe  is  feldom  very  cumberfome.  This 
beautiful  little  work,  which  is  only  eigh- 
teen feet  long,  two  broad,  and  one  deep, 
which  is  deftitute  of  keel,  fail,  or  rudder, 
and  weighs  only  eighty  or  ninety  pounds, 
is  ufed  in  tranfporting  them  acrofs  the 
mouth  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  a  greater  di- 
ftance, and  more  dangerous  navigation, 
than  the  Channel  of  England. 

The  canoe,  with  the  gun,  tomahawk,  and 
fome  few  implements  for  fifhing,    confti- 

tute 
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tute  the  whole  riches  of  an  Indian  family  ; 
the  furs  taken  in  the  chace  being  but  too 
often  exchanged  for  rum,  the  deftroyer  of 
their  race,  and  the  bane  of  their  nation. 

The  children,  as  foon  as  born,  are  plun- 
ged into  cold  water,  to  harden  them,  and 
increafe  their  ftrength.  Afterwards,  they 
are  faftened  to  a  board  about  two  feet 
long,  with  their  back  againft  it,  the  arms, 
head,  and  legs,  being  left  at  liberty  ;  and  in 
this  pofition  they  continue  until  able  to  go 
alone.  The  reafon  given  for  this  ftrange 
cuftom,  which  prevails  univerfally  amon^ 
the  Indians,  is,  that  it  makes  them  grow 
ftraight  and  handfome  ;  but  a  more  obvi- 
ous caufe  feems  to  be,  that  it  is  convenient 
for  the  mother  to  carry  her  offspring  thus 
through  the  woods,  where  the  eyes  of  an 
infant  would  be  in  continual  danger  from 
the  boughs  of  trees,  if  born  about  in  any 
other  way,  or  the  canoe  might  be  over- 
turned, if  a  child  was  left  at  liberty  to  move 
about  in  it.     The  infenfibilily  of  cold,  and 

other 
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other  hardihips,  oblervable  even  in  chil- 
dren of  the  tendereft  age,  arlfes  probably 
from  that  bluntnefs  of  the  nervous  fyftem 
which  cuftoin  and  neceffity,  through  fuc- 
ceflive  generations,  have  at  length  natura- 
lifed,  and  rendered  in  fome  degree  familiar. 

In  conclufion Let  not  men,  born  un- 
der happier  climates,  and  in  the  bofom  of 
civilized  nations,  where  learning  and  fci- 
ences  have  long  been  cultivated,  and  gra- 
dually brought  to  maturity,  draw  rafh  in- 
ferences from  what  has  been  faid  of  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  as  if  they  were  a 
people  wholly  immerfed  in  barbarifm,  ene- 
mies to  improvement,  and  incapable  of  in- 
ftrudion :  On  the  contrary,  let  it  be  con- 
fidered,  that  the  leading  charaderiftics, 
which  diftinguifh  man  from  the  beafts  of 
the  field  in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  even  in 
his  natural  ftate,  are  in  a  peculiar  manner 
damped  upon  them.'  The  iriofl:  perfed:  no- 
tions of  right  and  wrong,  of  fubordination 
to  God,  as  governour  of  ihe  univerfe,  and 
L  fubmillioii 
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fubmiffion  to  his  will,  are  but  a  fmall  part 
of  that  knowledge  which  they  poflefs  from 
Nature ;  and,  whilft  we  deplore  the  dark- 
nefs  in  which  they  are  ftill  buried,  let  us; 
not  forget,  that  very  few  ages  have  elapfed 
fince  the  greater  part  of  Europe  was  in  a 
fimilar  ftate  ;  and  that  the  fame  means 
which  have  been  ufed  by  divine  Providence, 
to  refcue  fo  many  nations  from  the  chains 
of  ignorance,  is  perfectly  adequate  to  the 
fame  purpofe  again,  fmce  neither  good  na- 
tural abilities,  nor  yet  a  defire  to  be  in- 
Uruded,  are  wanting,  for  bringing  to  per- 
fe£lion  fuch  a  defirable  event. 
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nn'HE  beafts  of  this  province  are  com- 
mon  to  Canada,  the  wolf  excepted,- 
ivhich  is  feldom  found  in  Nova  Scotia.  Of 
the  wild,  or  hurtful  animals,  the  firft  is  the 
bear.  The  chace  of  this  beaft,  which  is  far 
from  being  dangerous,  is  a  great  favourite 
with  the  Indians,  as  generally  affording 
both  profit  and  diverfion.  He  is  common- 
ly black,  and  in  winter  fomewhat  fhy,  but 
not  fierce.  During  this  feafon,  being  very 
fat,  his  lodging  is  ulually  the  trunk  of  an 
Old  tree,   where,  rcgardlefs  of  every  thing,* 
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he  fleeps  perpetually?  until  forced  from  his 
retreat  by  a  fhot,  or  a  lire  which  is  made 
under  him.  The  moment  he  fallsi,  he  is 
defpatched,  *in  order  to  prevent  mifchief  ; 
bur,  if  undiflurbed,  is  a  perfectly  harmlefa 
animal. 

The  wild  cat,  though  much  fmaller,  is 
more  dreaded  both  by  man  and  beaft.  This 
animal  very  much  refembles  the  fmall  do- 
meftic  creature  whofe  name  it  bears,  and  is 
of  the  fize  of  a  middling  dog.  It  was  call- 
ed Lynx  by  the  ancients,  and  is  well 
known  in  Siberia.  It  is  larger  than  the 
wild  cat  of  Canada,  is  very  ftrong  and 
fierce,  and  endowed  with  great  fagacity, 
acutenefs  of  fight,  fmell,  and  hearing,  pur- 
fuing  its  prey  to  the  tops  of  the  tailed  trees, 
and  has  the  courage  to  attack  even  the  hu- 
man fpecies,  if  fpurred  on  by  hunger.  The 
fleih  is  accounted  good  food,  the  fkin  va- 
luable, as  being  fcarcc,  and  the  hair  long, 
of  a  fine  grey  colour,  fornevvhat  ftriped, 
and  inclining  to  yellow  upon  the  belly. 

Foxes 


BEASTS.  85 

Foxes  of  two  forts  are  here,  and  they  re- 
tain the  fame  mifchievous  and  wily  difpo- 
tions  remarked  of  the  race  in  the  other 
countries.  The  mcft  efteemed.fort  is  that 
whofe  fur  is  of  a  beautiful  filver-grey,  long 
and  full.  The  other  is  nearly  the  fame  as 
the  Englilh  Fox  ;  it  preys  upon  birds,  fquir- 
rels,  and  in  (hort  any  animal  it  can  mailer, 
as  thefe  frozen  climates  feldom  leave  the 
carnivorous  tribes  any  choice  in  winter,  but 
that  of  deftroying  others  weaker  than  them- 
felves.  The  black  fox,  the  moft  valuable 
of  the  fpecies,  is  feldom  if  ever  feen  here. 

The  moofe  is  a  fpecies  of  deer,  and  per- 
haps the  largeft  animal  of  the  kind  in  the 
world,  it  being  from  fourteen  to  feventeen 
hands  in  height,  and  from  eight  hundred 
to  a  thoufand  pound  weight.  Its  legs  are 
very  long,  and  fomething  fmallerthan  thofe 
of  a  horfe.  The  male  is  furnifhed  with 
horns  proportioned  to  its  fize,  being  ten  or 
twelve  feet  from  tip  to  tip.  When  chafed 
by  the  Indians,  its  horns  are  laid  back  upon 

its 
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its  fhouiders,  and  In  this  pofture  its  (Irength 
and  velocity  are  fo  great,  as  to  break  down 
and  deftroy  fmall  trees  and  branches  of 
a  confiderable  fize.  The  only  time  foi 
hunting  them  is  in  winter,  when  the  fnow 
lies  deep,  and  fo  frozen  on  the  top,  as  to 
bear  the  weight  of  men  and  dogs  ;  for  then 
the  beaft,  from  its  great  weight,  and  by  rea- 
fon  of  its  fmall  feet  finking  in  at  every  ftep, 
is  foon  overtaken  and  dcftroyed.  The  fkin, 
as  well  as  the  flefh  of  thefe  animals,  is  very 
good  ;  and  of  their  amazing  numbers  we 
may  in  fome  degree  form  an  eftimate,  from 
thofe  killed  laft  winter,  in  only  one  fettle- 
raent,  they  amounting  to  at  leaft  four  thou- 
fand. 

The  pole-cat,  whofe  ftinking  properties 
have  become  proverbial,  is  of  two  or  three 
kinds  ;  all  of  which,  however,  afford  a 
beautiful,  foft,  and  glofly  fur.  The  difa- 
greeable  fmell  obfervable  in  this  creature 
proceeds  entirely  from  its  urine,  which  its 
fears,    on  being  clofe  purfued,  frequently 

force 
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force  it  to  emit  ;  and  on  fuch  occafions 
neither  man  nor  bead  can  approach  it ;  Na- 
ture, in  with-holding  from  it  other  weapons* 
having,  as  a  recompenfe,  thus  furnifhed  it 
with  the  means  of  providing  for  its  fafety. 

Theopolfum  is  an  animal  fhaped  like  our 
rats,  but  larger,  and  its  hair  is  grey  or  filver- 
coloured.  It  is  furnifhed  with  a  falfe  belly 
or  fkin,  that  hangs  beneath  the  true  one, 
and  can  be  opened  or  ihut  at  pleafure. 
When  {he  is  purfued,  the  young  ones  go 
into  this  bag,  and  efcape  with  the  parent. 
The  animals  of  this  clafs  are  not  fo  nume- 
rous as  the  rats,  which  abound  in  the  mar- 
fhes,  and  are  remarkable  for  the  fmell  of 
muik  obferved  in  them.  Thefe  creatures 
are  larger  than  the  rats  with  us,  and  have 
a  ftrong  refemblance  to  the  beaver.  The 
tail  is  flat  and  marked,  but  without  hair; 
their  mufcles  are  large,  the  feet  behind  web- 
bed, and  colour  the  fame  as  that  animal  of 
which  it  feems  a  fpecies,  and  partakes  of 

feveral 
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feveral   of  its  qualities.     The  fur,  though 
fhort,  is  accounted  very  good. 

The  ermine  is  very  fmall,  but  beautiful 
to  an  extreme.  Its  eyes  are  keen,  and  its 
motions  quick  and  lively.  Its  fkin  is  very 
valuable,  being  as  vs^hite  as  fnow  in  winter, 
except  the  tail,  v^rhich  is  black.  This  crea- 
ture is  feldom  feen,  and  very  rarely  taken  ; 
and  its  fcarcety  makes  it  therefore  lefs 
fought  after  than  the  martin  or  fable,  whofe 
fur  is  very  beautiful,  commonly  of  a  dark 
brown,  and  fometimes  (but  rarely)  quite 
black.  Thefe  animals  being  very  fhy,  are 
always  found  in  the  inmoft  recefles  of  the 
woods  ;  the  north  fide  of  the  Province, 
beyond  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  is  beft  (lock- 
ed with  them,  and  their  fur  is  one  of  the 
moft  efteemed  of  any  in  the  world. 

The  porcupine  is  found  in  the  fame 
part  of  the  colony,  but  is  too  well  known, 
and  of  fo  ufelefs  a  nature,  as  not  to  need 
any    defcription.       Squirrels    of    feveral 

kinds 
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kinds  abound  every  where,  and  afford  ex- 
cellent fport  to  thofe  who  are  fond  of  ihoot- 
Jng. 

The  feal,  though  of  an  amphibious  na- 
ture, claims  our  notice  as  a  land  animal  ; 
for  it  is  upon  land  he  is  bred,  and  where 
he  lives  more  than  upon  the  water.  Thefe 
creatures  follow  the  flioals  of  herrings 
through  their  various  emigrations,  devour- 
ing them  in  great  numbers,  and  then  re- 
tire to  the  fhore  to  fleep.  If  cut  off  from 
their  retreat  to  the  water,  (which  is  not 
very  often  ihe  cafe,  as  one  who  is  left  to 
watch  is  conftantly  upon  the  look-out), 
they  will  fight,  and  throw  ftones  *  with 
great  force,  to  avoid  being  taken  ;  and  the 
confequence  is,  they  are  commonly  killed 
in  the  fray. 

The  Bay  of  Fundy  abounds  with  them 

in  the  fpring  ;  and   a  fifhery  of  foine  ex- 

M  tent 

*  This  is  done  by  their  hinder-feet  in  running. 
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tent  might  be  eftablifhed  there  for  the 
purpofe  of  procuring  their  oil,  which  Is 
preferable  to  that  of  the  whale  ;  their  fkin 
alfo  is  very  highly  and  very  juftly  efteem- 
ed  for  its  many  good  qualities,  and  the  u- 
fes  to  which  it  is  applied  in  feveral  manu- 
fadures. 

The  beaver,  whofe  fur  is  fo  ufeful  for  a 
thoufand  purpofes,  is  a  timid  animal,  but 
of  a  focial  nature,  and  pofTefTes  a  degree 
of  inftind  that  is  amazing.  His  colour  is 
of  a  dark  brown,  the  hair  very  thick,  fine, 
and  gloffy.  Of  all  our  animals,  he  is  near- 
eft  in  fhape  to  the  fmall  quadruped  .called 
a  Guiney  pig.  His  hind-feet  are  webbed 
like  thofe  of  a  water-fowl  ;  the  fore-feet 
are.  ftrong,  and  armed  with  fh^rp  claws, 
for  digging  and  building  ;  and  his  tail, 
which  is  fiat,  ^nd  without  hair,  is  about 
nine  inches  in  length,  and  five  in  breadth. 
He  is  of  great  flrength,  as  is  apparent  from 
the  conftru<3:ion  of  his  bones  and  mufcles ; 
nor  ought  he  to  pafs  unnoticed,  in  refpc£t 

to 
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to  the  ftrange  life  he  leads  in  his   natural 
ftate. 


Before  the  approach  of  winter,  thefe  a- 
nimals  aflemble  in  large  troops,  in  order 
to  build  their  houfes,  which  are  always  fi- 
tuated  by  the  water,  for  the  double  advan- 
tage of  fafety  and  fabfiilence.  If  a  ftill 
water  or  lake  does  not  prefent  itlelf,  they 
find  out  the  flialloweft  part  of  a  river,  o- 
ver  which  a  large  tree  projedls  ;  this  they 
quickly  fell,  fo  as  to  lie  acrofs  the  (Iream  ; 
to  effect  it,  their  only  inftruments  are  the 
four  large  teeth,  obfervable  in  feveral  other 
animals  ;  and  a  number  of  ftakes,  of  va- 
rious fizes,  being  procured  by  the  fame 
means,  and  placed,  (loping  to  the  current, 
againft  the  trunk  of  the  fallen  tree,  they 
twift  them  together  with  boughs,  and,, 
laftly,  fill  up  with  earth,  drawn  from  the 
ihore  upon  their  tails,  and  worked  in  a- 
mongft  the  ftakes  with  great  labour,  by  the 
help  of  their  fore- feet. 

The 
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The  whole  work,  which  is  a  public  con- 
cern, when  finifhed,  leaves  the  mind  loft 
in  aftonilhment  at  viewing  an  iinmenfe 
caufeway,  perhaps  thirty  yards  long,  and 
four  or  five  thick,  raifed  without  hands, 
in  the  midft  of  a  river  :  Few  people 
would  think  but  that  it  was  a  work  of 
man  for  fome  ufeful  purpofe  :  But  what 
follows  difcovers  the  artizans  :  Their  houfe 
is  built  upon  this  pile  :  It  is  formed  of 
mud  (Irongly  cemented  together,  and  per- 
fed:ly  round,  containing  feveral  apart- 
ments, and  is  one,  two,  or  three  flories  iu 
height,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  in- 
habitants that  are  to  occupy  it.  The  houfe 
is  impenetrable  to  wind  or  rain,  but  has 
two  doors,  one  towards  the  land,  through 
which  the  provifions  are  brought,  com- 
monly confiding  of  poplar  and  alder  twigs, 
and  the  other  towards  the  water,  in  order 
to  effect  an  efcape,  if  found  neceflary. 
The  floor  of  the  houfe  is  covered  with 
grafs  or  boughs,  and  kept  very  clean.   The 

ftore- 
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ftore-room,  or  out-houfe,  belonging  to 
each  family,  is  kept  conftantly  full  of 
twigs,  placed  regularly,  as  a  referve  of 
food,  againft  bad  or  ftormy  weather,  when 
they  feldom  venture  abroad. 

No  creature  is  fonder  of  its  young,  or 
receives  from  them  a  more  grateful  re- 
turn. The  beaver,  when  grown  up,  will 
not  forfake  his  parents  ;  and  the  old  and 
infirm,  when  taken,  (hew  evident  marks 
of  having  been  fed,  either  by  their  own 
immediate  defcendents,  or  the  community 
at  large. 

This  animal,  whofe  life  is  fo  much  fought 
after,  like  his  deftroyer,  the  Indian,  is  con- 
llantly  retiring  from  the  white  fettlers,  and 
growing  every  day  fcarcer.  A  few  ages 
lience  he  will  only  be  known,  like  the  fo- 
lltary  creature  that  bears  his  name  in  Eu- 
rope :  His  love  of  fociety  will  center  in  a 
regard  to  his  own  prefervation  ;  and  luxu- 
ry 
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ry  mufl  dire£l  its  endeavours  to  difcover  a 
new  object  wherewith  to  faiiate  its  appe- 
tite for  novelty. 

The  caribou,  an  animal  fmaller  by  one- 
half  than  the  moofe,  has  been,  however, 
generally  confounded  with  it.  Its  flefh 
and  fkin  arc  more  highly  prized  by  the  na- 
tives than  thofe  of  the  latter,  being  efteem- 
ed  the  belt  of  the  deer  kind  in  America  ; 
they  are  very  fhy,  and  feldom  feen,  even 
by  the  natives.  A  large  and  extenfive 
plain,  lying  north-eaft  of  St  John's  River, 
is  the  only  place  where  the  taking  them  is 
accounted  certain  ;  for  very  few  are  to  be 
found  in  the  peninfula,  or  near  any  fettle- 
ment. 

The  otter,  a  creature  tolerably  well 
known  in  Europe,  is  a  voracious  animal, 
fubfifling  chiefly  on  fiih,  and  inhabiting  the 
banks  of  rivers,  or  pools  of  frefh  water. 
He  is  larger  than  the  Englifh  otter,  can 
dive  very  well,  and   continue  a  long  time 

under 
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Liiider  water.  His  hair  is  a  very  good  fur, 
long  and  fine,  and  inclining  to  a  dark 
brown.  Its  goodnefs  makes  thefe  animals 
very  much  an  objedl  to  the  Indians  in  hunt- 
ing, and  they  are  often  found  in  confider- 
able  numbers. 


FUR 


FUR    TRADE. 


tT  was  the  misfortune  of  a  neighbour- 
ing kingdom,  when  pofTefled  of  colonies 
in  North  America,  to  have  minifters,  who, 
blind  from  ignorance,  prejudice,  or  ava- 
rice, to  the  true  interefts  both  of  their 
country  and  its  colonies,  facrificed  the  fafe- 
ty  of  the  one,  and  the  profperity  of  the  o- 
ther,  to  a  temporary  branch  of  commerce, 
which  yielded,  indeed,  a  temporary  flow  of 
wealth  and  revenue,  but  was  utterly  defti- 
tute  of  that  foundation,  for  its  continuance, 
which  can  alone  conftitute  the  real  worth 

of 
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cf  any  kind  of  trade,  or  make  It  ufeful  to  a 
colony. 

This  was  the  fur  trade,  which,  unhappi- 
ly, engroffing  all  their  attention,  diverted 
them  from  giving  due  encouragement  to 
agriculture,  which,  in  a  neiv  country,  is 
the  only  fure  defence  againft  either  pre- 
fent  or  future  evils. 

The  people,  dreading  to  become  the 
flaves  of  a  proud  and  lazy  nobleiTe,  alrea- 
dy poflefTed  of  exorbitant  grants  of  land, 
and  having  before  them  alfo  the  fear  of  r^- 
iigiousy  added  to  crjii  opprefllons,  were 
but  too  ready  to  fecond  the  views  of  the 
minifler,  and  to  follow  the  chafe  with  ea- 
gernefs,  in  the  purfuit  of  furs,  when  they 
fliould  have  been  employed  in  the  cultlva- 
tion  of  their  lands  :  1  bus  was  a  colony^ 
which?  from  its  fituation  and  local  advan* 
tages,  might  have  ferved  as  a  bulwark  to  thd 
French  Welt  India  iflands,  rendered  a  mere 

N  bur* 
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burthen  to  the  mother  country,  long  before 
it  was  attacked  and  taken. 


From  the  refult  of  fuch  miftaken  policy, 
let  other  ftates  learn  wifdom.  It  is  not  the 
immediate  profit  arifmg  from  a  favourite 
branch  of  commerce,  that  is  to  be  confider- 
ed,  efpecially  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
but  the  probable  and  future  confequences 
attending  it.  To  place  this  matter  in  a 
ftill  ftronger  point  of  light,  let  it  be  fuppo- 
fed,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, inftead  of  cutting  down  the  woods, 
clearing  their  lands,  and  extending  the 
fiflieries,  were  to  be  altogether  employed 
in  hunting,  in  order  to  procure  furs,  It  is 
afked,  what  the  confequences  would  be  ? 
The  anfwer  is  obvious  :  They  might,  for 
a  fliort  time,  raife  a  confiderable  revenue? 
and  the  province  would  probably,  during 
that  time,  maintain  itfelf ;  but,  in  the  end, 
the  nation  would  be  impoverifhed,  in  pro- 
viding a  fupport  for  fo  many  idle  perfons, 
and  the  colony  itfelf  be  entirely  ruined. 

This 
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This  trade  rauft  therefore  be  left  entire- 
ly to  itfelf,  as  every  attempt  to  increafe  the 
quantity  (if  fuch  attempts  are  not  confined 
to  the  Indians)  will  be  attended  with  a  pro- 
portional decreafe  of  more  ufeful  labour. 
It  is  juft,  however,  to  confider  it  as  the  third, 
though  leaft  important  fource  of  commerce, 
which  Nature  has  beftowed  upon  Nova 
Scotia  ;  but,  even  as  fuch,  the  fur  trade 
muft  never  be  fufFered  to  come  in  compe- 
tition with  the  fifheries,  or  thofe  advanta- 
ges they  may  expedt  to  reap  from  their 
woods,  much  lefs  to  interfere  with  the  im- 
provements of  agriculture,  which,  with  the 
two  laft,  are  fully  fufficient  to  make  this 
one  of  the  moft  ufeful  and  flourifhing  fet- 
ilcments  Great  Britain  has  ever  pofTefled. 

By  means  of  St  John's  river,  and  the 
rivers  which  difcharge  themfelves  into  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  at  its  head,  the  Indians  will 
be  able  to  bring  their  furs  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  that  lie  between  the  peninfula 
and  the  river  St  Laurence.  There  the  game 

abounds  ; 
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abounds ;  and,  as  the  natives  are  the  pro- 
pereft  perfons  to  be  employed  in  this  way, 
the  advantages  might  be  much  extended, 
if  a  road  was  cut  from  the  head  of  St  John's 
River  towards  Quebec  ;  and  if  intelHgent 
perfons  were  alfo  fent  to  view  that  part  of 
the  country,  (as  being  little  frequented  e- 
ven  by  the  Indians),  in  order  to  find  out 
a  fituation  fit  for  a  fettlement,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  trade  from  paifing  to  the  weft- 
ward,  which  it  polTibly  might  do,  if  any 
navigable  water  extended  that  way. 

Monopolies  have  been  at  all  times  hurt- 
ful to  induftry,  and  ftill  more  fo  to  com- 
merce. Every  kind  of  reftraint  that  is  laid 
upon  this  trade  muft  therefore  hurt  it,  in- 
ftead  of  anfwering  the  intended  purpofe  of 
doing  it  good  ;  and,  like  a  plant  left  to  its 
own  native  foil,  if  left  to  itfelf,  it  will  be 
found  to  thrive  the  better.  In  fine,  it  isim- 
poffible  the  extent  of  the  advantages  can 
be  afcertained  which  the  province  may  re- 
ceive from  it.  Thus  far  it  may  be  affirmed, 

that 
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that  it  is  a  thing  which,  though  capable  of 
great  improvement,  has  this  farther  to  re- 
commend it,  that  the  perfeverance  of  the 
inhabitants  in  giving  encouragement  to  it, 
by  trading  upon  reafonable  terms  vs^ith  the 
Indians,  is  fully  adequate  to  the  purpofe  of 
rendering  it,  as  much  as  poflible,  advanta- 
geous, either  to  Great  Britain  or  them- 
felves. 
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NEW  SETTLEMENTS,  TOWNS, 
AND     HARBOURS. 


'TPH  E  fituation  of  this  country,  confi- 
dered  in  every  point  of  view,  is  far 
more  advantageous  for  Great  Britain  to  be 
pofTeffed  of,  than  any  other  on  the  whole 
Continent  of  North  America,  whether  in 
refped  to  its  connexion  with  Canada,  New- 
foundland, Cape  Breton,  St  John's  Ifland, 
and  the  fifheries,  or  to  its  being  much 
nearer  to  the  mother  country  than  any  o- 
ther  province  ;  and,  above  all,  for  the  fu- 
perior  excellence  and  number  of  its  har- 
bours, creeks,  and  inlets  ;  to  which  we 
may  add  the  facility  wherewith  it  can  fup- 

ply 
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ply  our  Weft  India  iflands,  in  conjundion 
with  Canada,  with  all  the  various  kinds  cf 
lumber,  live  ftock,  fiih,  falt-provifions,  and 
flour,  which  they  formerly  purchafed  from 
the  revolted  colonies,  and  that  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  the  latter  can  afford  them,  whilft 
the  navigation  laws  of  this  kingdom  are 
wifely  permitted  to  adl  as  they  have  hi- 
therto done. 

Many  perfons  unacquainted  with  the 
nature  of  this  country,  and  of  thofe  above 
mentioned,  which  ftill  belong  to  us,  and 
others  equally  blinded  by  prejudice,  have 
formed  to  themfelves  a  very  difadvantage- 
ous  idea,  and  reprefented  the  whole  as  un- 
worthy the  attention  of  government,  and  af- 
ferted,  that  very  little  of  it  is  capable  of  cul- 
tivation, or  any  kind  of  improvement.  To 
fuch  it  may  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that, 
although  the  provifioual  treaty,  formed  un- 
der the  powerful  intervention  of  France, 
has  fecured  to  the  States  of  America  large 
tracts  of  country,  on  which  they  never  be- 
fore 
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fore  pretended  to  have  the  Icaft  claim  ;  yet 
that  what  remains  is  of  fuch  value,  as  to  be 
capable,  with  judicious  management,  of 
rendering  more  eflential  benefit  to  Great 
Britain,  than  was  ever  yet  derived  by  her 
from  any  of  the  ancient  colonies.  Amongft 
other  things,  it  ought  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  colonies  fouth  of  Nova  Scotia  have 
very  few  harbours  that  can  be  compared 
with  many  poflefled  by  the  latter,  if  any  at 
all,  excepting  that  of  Rhode  Ifland,  which 
is  certainly  the  beft  in  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  :  All  the  others  have  fome 
material  defeat,  either  in  point  of  fituation, 
the  towns  upon  them  being  commonly  at 
too  great  a  diftance  from  the  fe^,  or  in  being 
barred  harbours,  and  incumbeied  with  va- 
rious dangers. 

The  province  of  Maine  *,  as  that  part  of 
the  coaft  has  generally  been  called,    which 

lies 

*  Perhaps  no  country  in  the  world  produces  better 
timber  of  all  kinds,  for  fhip-building,  as  well  as  for  mafti 
and  yards,  which  makes  its  lofs  the  more  regretted. 
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lies  to  the  eaftward  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampfhire,  and  joins  to  Nova  Scotia,  was 
given  up  to  the  Americans  at  the  late  peace, 
though  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  the  latter  province.  It  is  thin- 
ly inhabited,  but  has  fome  tolerably  good 
harbours,  where  there  are  fettlements,  from 
which  moil:  of  the  lumber,  formerly  fent 
by  the  New  Englanders  to  the  Weft  IndieSj 
was  procured,  being  cut  by  the  faw-mills  at 
Mechios,  and  otherplaces,  forming  a  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  commerce  of  the  eafterii 
colonies. 

In  making  obfervations  upon,  and  de- 
fcribing  the  different  harbours  and  fettle- 
ments, it  will  be  moft  proper  to  begin  at  the 
place  where  the  boundary  line  commencejtj 
and  proceeding  from  thence  to  the  head  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  return  again  to  the  weft- 
ward  in  a  contrary  diredion;  and,  after 
viewing  the  places  moft  confpicuous,  along 
the  fouth  ihore  of  the  peninfula,  extend 

O  our 


io6         NEW  SETTLEMENTS, 

our  remarks  to  the  eaftmoft  extremity  of 
the  province. 

The  line  is  fuppofed  to  commence  upon 
the  fea  coaft,  in  latitude  45''  10'  N.  longi- 
tude 66°  50'  weft  of  London,  'at  the  ifland 
of  Grand  Manan,  which  lies  two  leagues 
from  the  main  land,  on  the  north  fide,  at 
the  entrance  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and 
has  feveral  fmall  rocks  or  iflands  near  it, 
on  the  fouth  fide,  which  form  a  harbour, 
where,  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  the 
cod  and  feal  fiftieries  may  be  profecuted  to 
advantage.  The  ifland  is  every  where 
covered  with  good  timber,  but  is  entirely 
deftitute  of  inhabitants,  except  fome  Indians 
who  land  upon  it  occafionally.  It  is  about 
fourteen  miles  in  length, and  nine  in  breadth, 
very  fteep  and  craggy  on  all  fides,  but  co- 
vered with  an  excellent  foil,  capable  of 
amply  rewarding  the  labours  that  are  ne- 
ceflary  for  its  cultivation  ;  however,  it  is 
not  yet  known  whether  it  is  to  belong  to 
Great  Britain  or  to  America. 

In 


TOWNS,  AND  HARBOURS.      107 

In  fight  of  the  above  ifland,and  ten  miles 
diftant  from  it,  is  a  large  and  deep  bay, 
which  ftill  retains  its  Indian  name  of  Paffa- 
maquoddy,  having  a  great  number  of  iflands 
at  its  entrance,  of  various  dimenfions,  the 
principal  of  which,  called  Campo  Bello,  has 
feveral  loyalifts  fettled  upon  it,  and  fome 
tilled  land. 

The  harbours  that  lie  within  the  Bay 
are  equal  in  goodnefs  to  any  in  the  world, 
and  alike  fitted  for  carrying  on  the  lumber 
trade  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the  fifheries,  and 
{hip-building.  The  facility  of  conftrudling 
docks  and  fhips,  for  the  latter  purpofe,  is 
perfedlly  obvious,having  great  ftoreof  good 
timber  every  where  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  bay,  as  well  as  a  very  confiderable 
rife  and  fall  of  the  tide,  which,  though  not 
fo  great  as  at  St  John's  River,  and  Oiber 
places  farther  up  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  con- 
tributes to  render  the  fituation  fuperlor  to 
them  in  a  comparative  view,  when  fhip- 
buildlng  is  confidered  as  the  principal  tiling 

id 
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to  which  the  attention  of  the  loyalifls  ia 
this  quarter  ought  to  be  direded. 

The  upper  end  of  Paflamaquoddy  Bay- 
terminates  in  a  river  called  St  Croix,  which 
branches  out  into  three  diftin<3;  channels  ; 
and  thefe,  making  confiderable  angles  with 
each  other,  have  caufed  a  mifunderftanding 
between  the  perfons  appointed  to  fettle  the 
limits  of  both  countries,  as  the  line  between 
them  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of 
this  river,  and  it  remains  undecided  which 
of  the  three  branches  is  to  be  called  the 
head.  The  lands  in  general  that  lie  round 
about  them  are  not  only  very  good,  but  the 
fuperior  excellence  of  the  timber  makes  it 
an  object  to  this  country  to  contend  feri- 
oufly  for  every  foot  of  territory  to  which 
fhe  is  entitled. 

St  Andrews  is  a  handfome  town,  built  by 
theloyalifts,  upon  the  river  above  mention- 
ed, confiding  of  600  houfes,  the  fituation 
of  which,  though  in  fome  refpe^ts  well 

chofcDj 
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chofen,  is  certainly  at  too  great  a  diftance 
from  the  fea,  and,  befides  this  difadvantage, 
has  only  fix  feet  water  in  its  harbour  upoa 
the  ebb  tide.  No  place,  as  has  been  obfer- 
ved  before,  in  the  whole  province,  is  bet- 
ter fituated  for  fhip  building.  They  have 
the  cod  fiftiery  even  at  their  doors,  an-d 
poflefs  the  fingular  advantage  of  being 
fcarcely  ever  incommoded  with  the  fogs  * 
which  prevail  on  many  other  parts  of  the 
coaft  feveral  months  in  the  year.  The  in- 
habitants at  St  Andrews,  and  in  its  vicinity, 
amount  to  upwards  of  three  thoufand  of 
all  forts  ;  and  no  people  on  the  continent 
are  capable  of  being  more  ufefully  induf- 
trious  in  proportion  to  their  numbers. 

Beaver  harbour  is  a  fmall  port,  3  leagues 
eaft  of  PafTamaquoddy,  fettled  by  the  refu- 
gees, about  800  in  number,  who  have  built 
a   town    upon    it,  the  fituation  of  which 

feems 

*  The  great  number  of  illands  lying  in  the  bay 
break  and  difperfe  the  fogs,  cauiing  them  to  rife  in, 
form  of  vapour. 
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feems  to  be  well  chofen  for  carrying  on 
the  fifhery,  if  their  harbour  was  not  expo- 
fed  to  the  foutherly  winds  that  fometimes 
prevail  and  blow  very  hard  upon  the 
coafl. 

From  this  place  to  St  John's  River,  E» 
N.  E.  diftant  1 2  leagues,  the  land  appears  ^ 
moderately  high  and  rocky,  with  a  bold 
fhore,  entirely  free  from  danger,  but  defli- 
tute  of  any  other  than  one  fmall  harbour,  1 
only  capable  of  fheltering  fiChing  veflels  a- 
gainft  all  winds.  Off  the  mouth  of  St 
John's  River,  lies  a  fmall  ifland,  high,  roc- 
ky, and  covered  with  woodj  near  to  which 
fliips  muft  pafs,  in  going  in  or  out  of  the 
river  ;  and,  as  it  Hes  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  main  land,  is  equally  fitted  to  af- 
ford proted.ion  to  the  river  againft  an  ene- 
my, and  for  the  eredion  of  a  light-houfe, 
to  guide  ftiips  in  pafling  up  and  down  the 
bay,  being  very  confpicuous  for  feveral 
leagues. 

The 
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The  town  Is  built  upon  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  harbour,  within  two  miles  of  Partridge 
ifland,  which,  lying  diredly  oppofite  to  the 
entrance  of  the  river,  breaks  oflf  the  fea, 
and  perfedly  fhelters  it  from  all  winds. 

The  river,  a  mile  above  the  town,  by  be- 
ing confined  between  fome  rocks  that  in- 
croach  upon  it  confiderably,  though  of  a 
great  depth,  has  a  large  fall  or  rapid,  par- 
ticularly upon  the  ebb  tide.  When  the 
flood  has  rifen  1 2  feet  in  the  harbour  be- 
low, the  falls  are  fmooth,  and  continue  to 
be  paffable  for  about  twenty  minutes  ;  and 
the  river  is  navigable  from  hence  upwards 
of  70  milesj  for  velTels  of  80  to  100  tons 
burthen.  In  times  of  great  frefhets,  when 
the  rains  fall,  and  the  fnows  melt  in  the 
country,  which  is  commonly  from  the 
-middle  of  April  to  the  beginning  of  June, 
the  falls  are  abfolutely  impaiTable  to  vefTels 
bound  up  the  river  ^,  as  the  tide  does  not 

rife 

"*  At  the  diftance  of  iixty  miles  from  the  fea,  the 

river 
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life  to  their  level,  and  the  ftrong  current, 
which  runs  continually  down  through  the 
harbour  at  that  feafon,  frequently  prevents 
veffels  that  are  bound  in  from  entering,  un- 
lefs  affifted  by  a  fair  wind. 

The  town  confifts   of  upwards   of  two 
thoufand  houfes,  many  of  which  are  large 
and  fpacious,   and  being  built  upon  a  neck     \ 
ofland,  almoft   entirely  furrounded  by  the    | 
fea,  is  thereby  rendered  exceeding  plealant.    ^ 
The   ftreets   have   been  regularly  laid  out,     j 
are  from  50  to  60  feet  in  breadth,  and  crofs 
each  other  at  right  angles,  correfponding 
with  the  four  cardinal  points,    every  houfe 
pofTefTrng  60  feet  in  front  by  120  in  depth, 

makes 

river  communicates  with  a  large  piece  of  water,  fituated 
on  its  eaft  fide,  and  called  the  Grand  Lake.  It  is  of 
various  depths,  is  navigable  into  the  river,  whofe  tide 
rlfcs  four  feet  perpendicular  in  it,  has  good  lands  on 
its  borders,  and  is  well  ftored  with  fifh.  Pit  coal,  of  a 
quality  fuperior  to  that  at  Cape  Breton,  has  lately  been 
difcovcred,  and  brought  to  Parrtown  from  thence* 
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makes  it  capable  of  becoming  one  of  the 
beft  cities  in  the  New  World,  as  the  ground 
whereon  it  is  built  is  of  a  moderate  height, 
and  rifes  gradually  from  the  water. 

No  place  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Bay 
of  Fundy  poiTefles  equal  advantages  with 
this,  for  becoming  a  place  of  general  trade  ; 
the  river  extending  not  only  much  further 
into  the  country,  than  any  other  in  the 
province,  but  likewife  has  upon  its  banks 
large  trails  of  land,  equal  in  gocdnefs  to 
any  in  America,  for  raifing  both  corn  and 
)ive-ftock  ;  while  its  woods,  abounding 
with  the  beft  of  timber,  will  enable  it  to 
carry  on  a  trade  for  lumber  with  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  to  vie  with  New  England  in 
the  fhip-building  bufinefs,  which  was  one 
of  its  principal  branches  of  commerce  be- 
fore the  rebellion  *.     When  the  woods  on 

P  the 

*  Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  work  was  publifn- 
cd,  the  author  has  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  what 
iz  here  foretold  verified,  relative  to  fliip-building  up- 
on 
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the  lands  near  the  river  are  cut  down,  and 
a  fufficient  quantity  cleared,  a  bufmefs 
which,  in  the  hands  of  the  loyalifts,  is  ma- 
king rapid  advances,  the  quantity  of  cattle 
raifed  in  this  part  of  Nova  Scotia  will  cer- 
tainly be  very  great,  both  for  home  con- 
fumption  and  exportation  *. 

Amongft  other  advantages  poflefTed  by 
this  fettlement,  it  ought  not  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  leaft,  that  a  very  confiderable 
property  was  imported,  together  with  a 
number  of  refpedable  merchants,  from 
New  York,  at  the  evacuation  of  that  city, 

whofe 

on  the  river,  though,  at  his  departure  from  thence, 
near  two  years  ago,  they  had  fcarcely  begun  to  con- 
iT;ru6t  boats,  but  have  lince  built  veiTels  of  300  tons 
burthen,  40  miles  above  the  falls,  and  fent  them  to 
fea  from  Parrtown. 

*  This  aflcrtion  ftands  upon  a  very  folid  fouada- 
tion.  The  great  improvements  in  agriculture,  which 
the  Canadian  colony,  fettled  at  Maugervillc  50  miles 
up  the  river,  have  made  in  a  few  years,  confirms  it 
in  the  moft  ample  manner. 
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whofe  unremitting  induftry  and  perfeve- 
rance  has  embellifhed  the  town  with  a  great 
many  fine  houfes,  the  harbour  with  feve- 
ral  fine  quays  and  wharfs,  and  they  already 
pofTefs  60  fail  of  veffels,  fome  of  which 
are  employed  in  carrying  on  trade  with  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  the  reft  in  the  whale  and 
cod  fiiheries.  Moft  of  the  fur  trade  that 
can  ever  take  place  on  this  fide  of  the  pro- 
vince, muft  naturally  center  here,  as  no  o- 
ther  navigable  water  extends  far  inland, 
befides  St  John's  River.  Very  good  mafts 
for  the  royal  navy  are  cut  at  the  diftance 
of  50,  60,  and  70  miles  from  the  fea,  as 
large  as  to  32  *  inches  diameter,  which  are 
collecfled  by  perfons  appointed  by  govern- 
ment, below  the   falls,  from  w^hence  they 

arc 

♦  It  is  furely  bad  policy  to  mark  all  the  large  fir- 
trees  for  the  ufe  of  government,  without  allowing  a- 
ny  thing  in  confideration  of  damages  to  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  lands  where  fuch  trees  grow;  as,  in  this 
cafe,  they  will  not  be  over  felicitous  for  the  prcfer- 
vation  of  the  large  timber. 
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are  fhlpped  off  for  the  King's  dock-yards 
in  England. 

The  harbour  has  from  feven  to  ten  fa- 
thoms water,  with  good  holding  ground, 
and  an  excellent  beach  for  landing  goods, 
and  graving  or  repairing  veflels  of  the  lar- 
geft  fize  *.  Oppofite  to  the  towm,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  harbour,  is  a  fmall  fettle- 
ment,  called  Carleton,  built  and  inhabited 
by  the  loyalifls,  amongft  whom  are  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  (hip- carpenters,  whofe 
talents  have  already  exerted  ihemfelves  in 
building  many  veffels ;  whilft  the  large 
quantity  of  fine  timber,  on  every  part  of 
the  river,  equal  in  goodnefs  to  that  ot  New- 
England,  and  almoft  any  other  province  in 
America,  is  not  only  a  proof  of  their  fitua- 

tion 

*  Like  almoft  all  the  other  harbours  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia,  this  place  never  freezes  up  ;  and,  when  the  river 
is  broken  up  above  the  falls,  after  being  frozen  du- 
ring the  winter,  the  great  force  of  the  tides  daihes 
the  ice  fo  entirely  in  pieces,  that  it  is  never  known 
to  do  any  damage  to  the  fhipping  below. 


I 
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don  being  very  properly  chofen,  but  a  furc 
prognoftic  of  the  advantages  which  this 
place  derives  from  fliip-building. 

To  all  the  above  recited  advantages  may 
be  added  the  extent  of  population,  which 
exceeds  ten  thoufand  perfons  of  all  deno- 
minations, among  whom  are  feveral  regi- 
ments difbanded  at  the  late  peace,  that  arc 
not  only  highly  refpedable  for  their  num- 
bers and  their  induflry,  but  ftill  more  fo, 
if  pofTible,  from  their  forming  a  very  ftrong 
barrier  to  the  colony  againft  the  fubjeds  of 
the  United  States.  A  faiall  fortification, 
called  Fort  Howe,  defends  the  town,  but  is 
100  inconfiderable  to  withftand  a  regular  at- 
tack ;  being  very  fmall,  and  entirely  defli- 
tute  of  out-works.  The  river  has  in  it  a 
number  of  iflands,  which,  even  at  this  time, 
afford  pafture  for  a  great  number  of  cattle; 
fo  that,  when  more  land  is  cleared,  a  far 
greater  portion  of  live-ftock  will  be  raifed 
than  the  inhabitants  can  confume,  the  foil 

being 
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being  generally  very  good,  and  capable  of 
great  improvement. 

Twelve  leagues  further  up  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  E.  N.  E.  from  St  John's  River,  is 
a  fmall  fettlement  belonging  to  the  loya- 
lifts,  called  Quako.  About  fix  hundred 
perfons  are  here,  who  have  very  wifely  di- 
rected their  attention  to  agriculture,  their 
lands  being  generally  accounted  good, 
whilft,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  no 
place  fit  to  fhelter  veffels  in,  efpecially 
•when  foutherly  winds  prevail.  The  tim- 
ber of  all  kinds  Is  very  good,  and  the  coun- 
try abounds  with  game. 

Eleven  leagues  eaft  from  the  laft  mention- 
ed place,  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  after  carrying  ! 
every  where  in  its  courfe  a  great  depth  of 
water,  and  continuing  from  fifteen  to  fix 
leagues  wide,  is  fuddenly  divided  by  the 
land  into  two  diflind:  arms,  the  largeft  of 
which,  called  the  Bafon  of  Mines,  takes  its 
courfe  nearly  due  eaft  for   almoft  eighty 

miles. 
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miles,  but  having  the  rife  and  fall  of  the 
tide  continually  increafing  as  ifadvances,  fo 
as  to  be  equal  to  70  feet  perpendicular  *  at 
its  head,  and  receiving  the  waters  of  feveral 
rivers,  which  from  thence  penetrate  conli- 
derably  into  the  country.  All  thefe  rivers 
have  fettlements  upon  them,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  amount  to  upwards  of  4000. 
The  lands  in  the  environs  of  Mines  Bafon 
are  very  good,  and  have  (lore  of  timber, 
particularly  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  continue 
fo  almoft  all  the  way  to  Halifax,  from 
which  it  is  diftant  upwards  of  40  miles. 
The  other  head  is  called  Chigneclo  Bay  j, 

taking 

*  This  great  rife  oi  the  tide  renders  feveral  rivers, 
both  in  this,  and  the  north-eaft  branch  of  the  Bay, 
navigable  a  long  way  into  the  country.  What  may 
be  thought  remarkable  is  this,  that  the  tides  from  the 
Gulf  of  St  Laurence  in  Vert  Bay,  rife  only  eight 
feet,  and  yet  it  is  but  twenty  miles  diftant,  being  di- 
vided from  each  other  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land. 

f  Oyfters  have  been  difcovered  here,  and  are  nov** 
feccomc  an  article  of  export  to  feveral  places. 
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taking  its  courfe  N.  E.  from  where  the  re- 
paration commences,  for  about  50  miles, 
receiving  the  waters  of  feveral  rivers  which 
difcharge  ihemfelves  into  it,  one  of  tVCTi 
being  pretty  confiderable,  called  Petudiac, 
where  about  2000  loyallfts  are  fettled,  and 
have  the  appearance  of  being  a  thriving  I 
colony.  Many  advantages  are  held  out  to  '.. 
perfons  that  are  obliged  to  feale  in  this 
province,  whofe  views  are  not  folely  con- 
fined to  trade,  but  who  wifh  to  attend  to 
agriculture,  and  the  raifmg  cattle,  as  moft 
of  the  lands  round  the  head  ot  the  Bay  arc  ] 
very  good,  having  been  formerly  pofTefled 
and  cultivated  by  the  ancient  French  colo- 
nifts,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Neu- 
trals*, whole   induftry  had  been  crowned 

with 

•  This  people,  defcended  from  the  ancient  French 
fettlers,  had  increafed  gradually  to  feveral  thoufands, 
clearing  large  tracts  of  land,  and  raifing  numeroui; 
herds  of  cattle,  living  many  years  in  the  moft  perfect 
friendfliip  with  the  native  Indians,  amongft  whom 
they  frequently  intermarried,  and  became  in  a  man- 
ner 
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with  a  degree  of  fuccefs  not  always  equal- 
led, and  but  feldom  exceeded,  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  fouthern  colonies  ;  nor  can 

it 

ner  one  people.  Unfortunately  for  themfelves,  by  enga- 
ging in  all  the  quarrels  that  were  agitated  from  time  to 
time  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  they  became  an 
obje(5l  of  rcfentment  to  the  former,  who  having  caufed 
them  to  be  aflembled  together  under  various  pretences, 
caufed  feveral  thoufands  to  be  fhippcd  off,  and  tranf- 
ported  to  the  other  colonies,  where  moft  of  them  died 
of  grief  and  vexation.     This  action,  fufficiently  cruel 
In  itfelf,   was  rendered  ftill  more  fl),  from  having  been 
perpetrated  in  confequence  of  pofitlve  orders  from  a 
nation  commonly  regarded,    even  by  its  enemies,  as 
magnanimous.     Let  us  attend  to  the  event.     The  lands 
from  which  the  Neutrals  were  thus  violently  torn,  be- 
came a  defart,  and  every  attempt  to  rc-pcople  them  was 
conftantly  rendered  abortive,  until  a  large  body  of  men, 
inhabiting  thofe  very  colonies  to  which  the  Neutrals  had 
been  banifhed,  were  driven,  in  like  manner,  from  their 
own  country,  for  a  fimilar  attachment  to  Great  Britain, 
and  compelled  to  cultivate  the  lands  left  by  the  former, 
as  if  it  was  the  exprefs  intention  of  Providence,  in  this 
particular  inftance,   to   mark  in   flrong  colours  the  in- 
juftice  of  a  great  nation,    as  well  as  to  teach  mankind  a 
lefTon  of  moderation  and  humanity. 
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it  be  doubted,  but  that  the  perfons  In  v/hofe 
hands  they  now  are,  will  very  fpeedily  ren- 
der them  an  objed:  of  jealouly  to  their  New 
England  neighbours.  There  is  a  fmall  foit, 
formerly  called    St  Laurence  *,   and   now 
Fort   Cumberland,   built  upon  the  ifthmus 
which  joins  the  peninfula  to  the  main  land, 
and,  though  of  no  great  account  at  prefent, 
may,  in  a  more  in^proved  ftate,  be  looked 
upon  as  the  key  of  Nova  Scotia,  againfl  the 
invafion  of  a  land  army.     Returning  from 
hence,  down  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  to  the  weft- 
ward,  there  is  no  harbour,  until  nearly  op- 
pofite  to  St  John's  River,  when  we  find  An- 
napolis Royal  "f,  which  has  one  of  the  no- 

bleft 

*  It  was  attacked  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  troubles 
In  America  ;  but  the  party  concerned  in  that  afFair  met 
with  a  dcferved  repulle,  and  were  entirely  defeated. 

J  This  place,  when  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  was 
fortified,  and  called  Port  Royal,  being  intended  for  the 
capital  of  the  province.  At  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  it 
was  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  and  was  called  by  its  pre- 
fent name  in  honour  of  Queen  Anne.  Its-  fortifica- 
tions, at  preleut,  ai-e  but  indifferent. 
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bleft  harbours  in  the  world,  pcrfedly  (hel- 
tered  from  all  winds,  the  entrance  into  it 
being  between  two  capes  or  head  lands, 
with  from  20  to  30  fathoms  water.  This 
entrance  is  near  a  mile  wide,  and  has  a 
ftrong  current,  both  upon  the  ebb  and  flood 
tides  ;  the  fhore,  at  the  fame  time,  being  fo 
fteep,  that  a  fhip  may  run  her  bow-fprit  a- 
gainft  the  rocks,  and  yet  be  in  10  fathoms 
water.  Immediately  within  this  ftraight,  is 
a  large  piece  of  water,  called  Annapolis 
Bafon,  capable  of  holding  a  confiderable 
number  of  ihips,  with  a  lufficient  depth  of 
w^ater  for  veflels  of  any  file,  and  at  lead 
20  miles  in  circumference,  entirely  fhelter- 
ed  from  all  v.'inds.  On  this  bafon,  a  very 
handfome  town,  called  Digby,  has  been 
built  by  the  loyalifts.  The  fituation  of  it  is 
exceedingly  well  chofen,  both  for  the  fifh- 
eries  and  every  other  kind  of  trade  adapted 
10  the  province.  A  fmall  fettlement  is  aifo 
forming  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  River,  near 
Digby,  by  feme    Germans,  formerly  be- 

lor.ging 
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longing  to  the  auxiliary  troops  during  the 
war  in  America. 

From  the  Bafon  to  Annapohs  Royal,  it 
is  about  12  miles,  upon  a  deep  and  narrow 
river,  in  which  there  is  a  great  rife  and  fall 
of  the  tide,  both  fides  of  it  are  well  peo- 
pled, and  in  many  places  are  highly  im- 
proved. A  fmall  iiland,  half  way  between 
the  Bafon  and  the  town,  may  be  eafily 
made  to  command  the  navigation  of  the  ri- 
ver entirely,  as  nothing  can  pafs  either  up 
or  down  without  going  clofe  in  with  it. 
Since  the  arrival  of  the  loyalifls,  amount- 
ing to  2500,  the  town  has  increafed  to  fix 
times  its  former  dimenfionsjthe  country  a- 
bout  it  clearing  faft  of  the  woods,  having 
received  an  increafe  of  population,  un- 
known in  any  former  period.  The  raifmg 
black  cattle  will  probably  be  one  of  their 
principal  employments  ;  as  the  inhabitants, 
who  came  here  prior  to  the  war,  not  only 
raife  the  largeft  and  beft  cattle  of  any  in 
the  Province,  but  equal  to  any  in  America, 

except 
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except  Rhode  Ifland  and  Connedicut  *;  fo 
that  they  will  be  able,  in  a  little  time,  to- 
gether with  the  people  of  St  John's  River, 
to  raife  all  the  live-ftock,  or  nearly  fo,  that 
will  be  wanted  for  the  Weft  India  marker. 
The  anchorage  of  the  town  is  very  good, 
and  on  the  fide  next  the  river  ;  the  fort 
which  defends  the  harbour  is  of  fome  con- 
fideration,  but  totally  inadequate  to  a  de- 
fence toward  the  land. 

Pafling  fouth-weft  from  Annapolis  Roy- 
al, w^e  come  to  St  Mary's  Bay,  which  is  of 
confidcrable  depth,  and  beginning  to  aflume 
the  form  of  a  fettlement.  The  lands  every 
where  about   it  are  covered  with  excellent 

timber 

*  The  people  who  have  lived  many  years  on  Anna- 
polis River  are  confident  that,  when  they  have  better 
opportunities  of  mixing  the  breed  of  their  cattle  with 
that  of  other  countries,  they  fhall  be  able  to  equal  thofe 
of  the  two  ftates  here  mentioned ;  the  time,  indeed, 
leems  to  be  at  no  great  diftance,  when  the  New  Eng- 
landers  will  have  fufficient  caufe  to  repent  their  having 
driven  into  exile  fome  of  their  beft  farmers. 
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timber  of  various  kinds  ;  and,  as  the  loya- 
lifts  Cettled  here  have  feme  veflelSjthey  have 
already  fhipped  ofF  a  number  of  cargoes  for 
difFerenr  ports,  although  no  colony  had  at- 
tempted to  I'etrle  here,  until  afrer  the  eva- 
cuation of  New  York.  From  St  Mary's 
Bay,  the  coaft  iifs  nearly  north  and  fouth. 
Its  fouth-  weftmoft  extremity,  lying  expo- 
fed  to  the  waves  of  the  whole  weflern  o- 
cean,  is  very  much  broken  and  ragged  ; 
while  the  Seal  iflands,  whofe  dangerous  fi- 
tuation  has  been  already  ^:entiOned,  lie 
within  fight  of  the  land,  and  aiford  a  difa- 
greeable  profped,  even  in  moderate  wea- 
ther, from  the  many  currents  that  are 
known  to  prevail  around  them  *. 

A  confiderable  number  of  perfons  were 
fettled  before  the  late  war  at  this  end  of 
the  peninfula,  on   a  fmall  river  f ,   where 

there 

*  The  neceflity  of  having  a  light-houfe  erccled  up- 
on them  can  never  be  too  often  repeated. 

•j-  Tufchet  River,  lat.  43"  44  N.  long.  65°  50'  W. 
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there  is  a  town  called  Yarmouth.  They 
have  employed  themfelves  fuccefsfully  ia 
farming,  and  had  even  made  fome  progrefs 
in  the  cod  fifhery,  when  the  capture  of  fe- 
veral  of  their  veffels  by  the  Americans  put 
a  ftop  to  their  exertions  in  that  line.  They 
have.fince  renewed  them,  and,  with  the 
addition  of  fome  loyalifts,  are  carrying  on 
a  trade  wilh  Halifax  in  fifli,  lumber,  corn, 
and  cattle,  particularly  (heep.  The  lands 
in  the  neighbourhood,  which  appeared  at 
firft  but  indifferent,  being  found,  within 
theie  few  years,  to  improve  very  rapidly; 
fo  that,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
fettlers,  few  places  in  the  province  bid  fair- 
er for  profperity. 

From  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  pe- 
ninfula,  the  coaft  ranges  nearly  K.  N.  K  and 
W.  S.  W.  with  very  little  variation,  quite 
to  Cape  Canfo,.  its  eaflermoil  extremity, 
which  is  near  to  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  containing,  in  a  fpace  of  about  300 
miles,  a  number  of  very  excellent  harbours, 

at 
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at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other,  all  a- 
long  the  coaft.  It  will,  however,  be  pro- 
per to  mention  only  fuch  among  them  as 
are  moft  diftinguifhed,  either  for  their  fu- 
perior  goodnefs,  the  extent  of  their  popu- 
lation, or  the  advances  they  have  already 
made  in  agriculture  or  commerce. 

The  firft  place,  eaft  of  the  Seal  Iflands, 
which  deferves  notice,  is  the  town  of  Bar- 
ringion,  confifting  of  about  4000  inhabi- 
tants, moftly  fettled  there  before  the  war, 
and  chiefly  engaged  in  the  fifherles  and 
coafting  trade,  for  which  their  fituation 
feems  well  adapted,  being  the  fouthermoll: 
fettlement  in  the  province.  Their  harbour, 
however,  is  but  fmall,  and,  at  certain  times, 
fomewhat  difficult  of  accefs  ;  and  the  lands 
round  the  harbour  being  efteemed  indif- 
ferent, has  induced  the  loyalifts  that  have 
come  here  not  to  confine  their  attention  to 
farming  alone  ;  but  as  yet  their  number  is 
inconfiderable. 


Si 
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Six  leagues  north-eaft  of  Barrington  Bay- 
is  the  town  of  Shelburn,  built  upon  the  har- 
bour of  Port  Rofeway,  latitude  43°  47'  N. 
longitude  6j°  16'  wefh  from  London,  in- 
habited by  a  numerous  colony,  perhaps  the 
moil:  {o^  that  any  nation  can  boaO:  of  in 
modern  times  *.  The  harbour  is  not  ex- 
ceeded by  any  one  in  America  for  good- 
nefs,  having  every  where  fix  or  ieven  fa- 
thoms water  from  the  fea  to  the  town,  the 
diftance  not  being  more  than  eight  miles, 
with  fcarcely  any  current  either  in  or  out  ; 
whilft  a  large  ifland  lying  in  the  entrance 
(huts  it  in  fo  entirely  from  danger,  that  no 
wind  whatever  can  do  the  leall;  prejudice 
to  (hips  riding  at  anchor. 

The  tov»?n  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  largefl 

in  the  New  World,  containing  almofl  3000 

houfes   regularly  built,   having    15   Greets 

R  in 

*  The  population  of  Shelburn,  and  its  neighbour- 
hood,  is  nearly  equal  to  30^000  ;  before  the  war,  it  did 
not  exceed  50  perjbas. 
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iQ  right  lines  from  north  to  fouth,  and  30 
from  eaft  to  weft,  crofting  the  former  at 
right  angles  ;  the  number  of  inhabitants  a- 
mounting  to  13,000.  Oppofite  to  Shel- 
burn  is  Birch- town,  peopled  by  the  negroes 
from  New  York,  about  1400  in  number, 
whofe  labours  have  been  found  extremely 
ufeful  to  the  white  inhabitants,  chiefly  in 
reducing  very  conftderably  the  price  of 
work,  and  various  materials,  the  produce 
of  the  country.  The  lands  are  greatly  im- 
proved, and  have,  in  feveral  places,  produ- 
ced fme  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats,  as 
well  as  of  garden  herbs,  and  dwarf  fruits, 
as  currants,  &c.  The  good  effeds  of  their 
being  poflefted  of  a  large  capital  fliews  it- 
felf  very  plainly  ia  the  great  number  of 
fhipping  belonging  to  the  merchants,  near- 
ly equalling  that  of  Halifax  itfelf,  being  at 
leaft  300  fail  of  all  forts,  feveral  of  which 
are  employed  in  the  whale-fift^ery,  a  ftill 
rreater  number  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the 

o 

reft  in  the  cod  fiftiery  upon  the  banks  that 

are  upon  the  coaft   of  the  Province.     The 

pilots, 


TOWNS  AND  HARBOURS.      131 

pilots,  who  are  employed  by  the  Britifli 
fleets  in  North  America,  during  the  war, 
are  fettled  upon  the  harbour  half  way  be- 
tween the  fea  and  the  town.  Government, 
wifely  confidering  how  obnoxious  thefe 
men  had  rendered  themfelves  to  the  rebels, 
have  allotted  them  half-pay  during  the  reft 
of  their  lives;  a  meafure  equally  juft  and 
neceffary,  moft  of  them  being  former- 
ly poflefled  of  property  in  the  United  States. 
No  people  amongft  the  loyalifts  have  ex- 
erted themfelves  more  fuccefsfully  than 
they,  in  rendering  their,  prefent  fituatioa 
comfortable.  All  the  country,  for  feveral 
miles  about,  is  exceedingly  populous,  par- 
ticularly upon  Indian  River,  five  miles  eaft 
of  Port  Rofeway,  noted  for  an  extraordi- 
nary falmon  fifhery,  where  large  trads  of 
land  are  cleared,  and  produce  very  good 
wheat  and  barley. 

The  river  itfclf  is  only  fit  for  veflels  of 
12  feet  draft  of  water  "to  enter,  but  has  three 
faw  mills  ere(Sted  upon  it  by  the  New  Co- 

lonifts, 
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lonifts,  that  are  kept  going  night  and  day 
for  the  merchants  at  Port  Pofeway,  who 
are  conftantl)--  fliipping  off  lumber  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  both  from  thefe  millsj  and  two 
others,  lately  ereded  above  Shelburn.  From 
this  place,  a  creek  communicates  with  a 
large  frefh  water  lake  feveral  miles  diftant, 
the  borders  of  which  are  capable  of  feed- 
ing numerous  herds  of  cattle,  and  are  clo- 
thed with  fine  woods,  confifting  of  birch, 
mapple,  fpruce,  pine,  and  red  oak  ;  a  great 
many  loyalifts,  convinced  of  the  goodnefs 
of  the  lands^  are  employed  in  clearing  the 
wood?,  and  converting  then  into  lumber. 
Two  churches  are  buiit  at  Port  Rofcv.'av, 
one  for  the  people  of  the  Prefbyterian  per- 
fuafion,  and  the  other  for  thofc  of  the 
church  of  England.  All  kinds  of  frcfli 
provinons  are  toleiab'y  ciicap  \  batcher- 
meal  being,  upon  an  average,  at  fourpence 
per  lib.  and  Hour  and  bread  in  proportion. 
Many  large  wharfs,  and  convenient  ftore- 
houfes,  are  ere<£led  for  landing  and  fecuring 
goods  ;  their  trade,  particularly  to  the  Bri- 

tifh 
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ti(h  Weft  Indies,  having  increafed  very  ra- 
pidly w^ithin  the  laft  eighteen  months.  Be- 
low the  town,  and  upon  the  fame  fide  of 
the  harbour,  the  lands  quite  down  to  the 
fea  have  been  divided  into  50  acre  lots  ;  To 
that  a  vaft  number  of  vefl'els  have  been 
built  by  the  proprietors,  chiefly  for  the 
fiihing  bufinefs,  and  fome  of  them  as  large 
?.s  to  2vO  tons  burthen  ;  70  fail  were  upon 
the  ftocks  in  Odober  laft  ;  and  it  is  con- 
jedured  that  near  400  fail  will  have  been 
finiilied  by  this  time,  fince  the  evacuation 
of  New  York,  at  this  one  fettlement  a- 
lone. 

Port  Matoon,  or  Gambler  harbour,  is  7 
leagues  e.aft  of  Jordan  River,  and  nine  di~ 
ftant  from  Shelburn.  It  affords  but  very 
indifferent  flielter  to  fome  fiihing  veffels 
belonging  to  other  places,  having  only  two 
or  three  of  its  own,  and  very  few  inhabi- 
tants. The  foil,  for  feveral  miles  round,  is 
full  of  rocks  and  ftones  ;  and  the  moft  bar- 
ren  of  any  in  the  province,  producing  a 

fcanty 
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fcanty  vegetation,  and  appearing  incapable 
of  ever  being  cultivated.  One  of  the  re- 
giments *,  which  had  ferved  with  diftin- 
guiflied  reputation  during  the  war  in  Ame- 
rica, began  a  fettlement  here,  and  built  a 
town  in  the  autumn  of  theyeariySj, which, 
unfortunately  for  them,  being  fomewhat 
too  late,  and  the  ground  confequently  co- 
vered with  fnow,  prevented  their  obferving 
the  nature  of  the  foil  until  the  following 
fpring.  Their  town,  at  this  time,  confid- 
ed of  upwards  of.  300  houfes,  and  the 
number  of  people  was  fomething  more 
than  eight  hundred  ;  they,  feeing  the  fte- 
rile  appearance  of  their  lands,  and  all  their 
hopes,  of  courfe,  fruftrated,  were  medita- 
ting on  the  beft  means  of  getting  away  to 
other  places,  when  an  accidental  fire  f, 

which 

*  The  Britifh   legion,  commanded   by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Tarieton. 

■{■  The  fummer  of  1784  had  been,  uncommonly  dry, 
jind  many  large  fires  were  feen  burning  in  the  woods 

in 
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which  entirely  confumed  their  town  to 
afhes,  with  all  their  live  ftock,  furniture, 
and  wearing  apparel,  filled  up  the  meafure 
of  their  calaraitievS,  and  rendered  them  per- 

feaiy 

in  various  places,  devouring  confiderable  trafls,  in  al- 
moft  every  direftion,  occafioned  either  by  the  careleil^ 
nefs  of  the  Indians,  or  that  of  the  white  people  at  their 
work  in  the  woods,  by  neglecling  to  extinguilh  their 
fires  i  the  ground,  at  the  fame  time,  being  quite  dry, 
and  covered  with  mofs  and  decaying  vegetable.  A  poor 
woman  at  Guyfburgh  (the  name  the  loyalifts  had  gi- 
ven to  the  place)  was  undefignedly  the  caufe  of  the  mif- 
fortune  ;  the  fire,  after  it  was  once  kindled,  fpreading 
fo  rapidly,  and  burning  with  fuch  fury,  as  rendered  all 
attempts  to  divert  or  ftop  its  progrefs  quite  ineffe«ftual ; 
deftroying,  in  a  few  minutes,  almoft  every  houfe,  and 
driving  the  inhabitants  before  it  into  the  water,  whilft 
one  man,  more  unfortunate  than  the  reft,  perifhed  in 
the  flames.  Scarcely  any,  even  of  their  domeftic  ani- 
mals, efcaped  out  of  it.  In  fhort,  a  more  complete  de- 
llru£lion,  from  that  mercilefs  element,  never  befel  any 
fet  of  men  -,  and,  if  a  king's  fliip  had  not  been  defpatch- 
ed  immediately  from  Halifax,  with  provifions  to  their 
relief,  a  famine  muft  have  enfued,  from  which  very  few 
could  have  efcaped.  On  her  arrival,  fhe  found  them, 
without  houfes,  without  money,  and  without  even 
bread. 
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fedly  miferablc.  Since  that  time,  Port  Md- 
toon  has  had  very  few  inhabitants,  and  ne- 
ver can  become  a  fettlement  of  any  ex- 
tent. Thofe  perfons  who  fuffered  by  the 
conflagration  havemoftly  removed  to  Che- 
dabudo  Bay,  in  the  eaftermofl  extremity 
of  the  province  ;  a  fituation  much  better 
fuited  to  their  deferts,  and  promifing  fome 
confolation  in  the  midft  of  their  fufferings. 

Liverpool  is  a  fmall,  but  fafe  and  conve- 
nient harbour,  capable  of  receiving  velTels 
from  290  to  300  tons  burthen,  and  is  not 
more  than  three  leagues  eaft  of  Port  Ma- 
toon.  It  has  been  feveral  years  fettled, 
and  undergone  confiderable  improvements, 
and  has  a  fmall  river  above  the  town,  which 
runs  a  good  way  into  the  country.  The 
veiTels  that  belong  to  it  are  moilly  employ- 
ed in  fifhing,  and  carrying  on  a  trade  to 
Halifax,  Shelburn,  and  fome  other  places, 
in  cattle  and  provifions.  The  inhabitants, 
whofe  fettlements  extend  far  above  the 
town,  have  had  their  numbers  confiderably 

augmented. 
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augmented,  by  Ibme  of  the  loyalifts  from 
Port  Matoon  and  other  places,  fo  that  their 
population  is  very  little  (hort  of  I2C0  of 
all  forts,  who  are  in  every  refpe^l  an  in- 
duftrious  and  thriving  colony. 

Lunenburgh  is  a  fine  town,  and  refpec- 
table  colony,  founded  by  fome  Germans  in 
the  year  1763.  It  is  70  miles  N.  E.  from 
Shelburn,  and  16  S.  W.  from  Halifax, 
which  place  it  fupplies  with  cord  wood  for 
feuel,  having  a  great  number  of  fmall  vef- 
fels,  employed  in  that  and  the  cod  fiiheries : 
It  alfo  fends  fome  lumber  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies ;  and  no  place  in  the  peninfula,  not- 
wirhftanding  the  unpromifing  appearance 
of  the  lands,  at  their  lirft  fettlement,  is  in 
fo  profperous  a  way,  excepting  the  two  pla- 
ces above  mentioned,  Induftry  and  per- 
feverance  have  rendered  it  highly  fiourifli- 
ing  ;  while  the  primitive  fimplicity  of  their 
manners,  which  remain  uncorruptcd  to  the 
preient  time,   have  very    much    endeared 


them  all  to  their  neighbours. 


The 
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The  lands  about  Lunenburgh  are  great- 
ly Improved  ;  and  their  population,  whicb 
was  at  firft  about  3000  perfons,  may  be  ef- 
timated  at  nearly  three  times  that  number 
at  prefent. 

Le  Have  Is  a  fettlement  that  ought  to 
have  been  mentioned  before  Lunenburgh. 
It  had  a  number  of  inhabitants  upon  its 
river,  in  detatched  fituations,  fome  time  be- 
fore the  war,  who  have  been  greatly  in- 
creafed,  and  whofe  fettlements  appear  to 
be  well  adapted  for  carrying  on  a  trade 
with  the  Britifli  Weft  Indies,  for  fifh  and 
lumber. 

Halifax,  the  capital  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
feat  of  the  icgiflature,  is  in  lat.  44®  40'  N. 
long.  6t,''  30'  W.  from  London,  nearly  in 
the  center  of  the  fouth  fide  of  the  pcnin- 
fula,  2>^  leagues  N.  E.  of  Shelburn,  built 
upon  the  weft  fide  of  a  fafe  and  fpacious 
harbour,  which  is  perfectly  fheltered  from 
all  winds,  at  the  diftance  of  12  miles  from 

the 


TOWNS,  AND  HARBOURS.      1 39 

the  fea,  and  where  a  thoufand  fail  of  fliips 
may  ride  without  the  lead  danger.  Upon 
it  there  are  built  a  great  number  of  com- 
modious wharfs,  which  have  irom  1 2  to 
J  8  feet  water  at  all  times  of  the  tide,  for 
the  convenience  of  loading  and  unloading 
ihips.  The  ftreets  of  the  town  are  regu- 
larly laid  out,  and  crofs  each  other  at  right 
angles,  the  whole  rifmg  gradually  from  the 
water  upon  the  fide  of  a  hill,  whofe  top  is 
regularly  fortified,  but  not  fo  as  to  be  able 
to  withftand  a  regular  attack.  Many  con- 
fiderable  merchants  rcfide  at  this  place,  and 
are  polTeiTed  of  fhipping  to  the  amount  of 
feveral  thoufand  tons,  employed  in  a  flou- 
rifhing  trade  both  with  Europe  and  the 
Weft  Indies.  It  was  founded  by  the  Eng- 
lifti  in  1754,  and,  notwithftanding  the  po- 
verty of  the  foil,  has  at  length  attained  a 
degree  of  fplendor  that  bids  fair  to  rival  the 
firft  cities  in  the  revolted  colonies  ;  for 
which  it  has  been  equally  indebted  to  the 
late  war,  to  the  great  increafe  of  popula- 
tion from  the  exiled  loyalifls,   and  the  fof- 

tering 
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terlng  care  of  Great  Britain  ;  infomuch, 
that  the  number  of  inhabitants  has  been 
more  than  doubled  during  the  laft  ten 
years. 

There  is  a  fmall  but  excellent  careening 
yard  for  fliips  of  tlie  royal  navy,  that  are 
upon  this  ilation,  or  that  may  have  occa- 
fion  to  come  in  to  refit,  and  take  water, 
feuel,  or  frelh  provifions,  on  board,  in  their 
paiTage  to  and  from  the  Weft  Indies.  It  is 
alv\'ays  kept  well  provided  with  naval 
ilores  ;  and  Ihips  of  the  line  are  hove 
down  and  repaired  with  the  greateft  eafe 
and  fafety.  Several  batteries  of  heavy 
cannon  command  the  harbour,  particularly 
thofe  that  are  placed  upon  George's  Ifland, 
wjiich  being  very  fteep  and  high,  and  fitu- 
ated  in  mid-channel,  a  little  way  below  the 
town,  is  well  calculated  to  annoy  vellels  in 
any  diredlion,  as  they  muft  of  necclTjty  pafs 
very  near  it,  before  they  are  capable  of  do- 
ing any  mifchief. 

Above 
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Above  the  careening  yard,  which  is  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  town,  there  is  a  large 
bafon,  or  piece  of  water,  communicating 
with  the  harbour  below,  near  20  miles  in 
circumference,  and  capable  of  containing 
the  whole  navy  of  England,  entirely  ftiel- 
tered  from  all  winds,  and  having  only  one 
narrow  entrance,  which,  as  we  obferved  be- 
fore, leads  into  the  harbour.  There  are  a 
number  of  detached  fettlements  lately  form- 
ed by  the  loyalifts  upon  the  bafon  ;  the 
lands  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  water 
being  generally  thought  better  than  thofe 
near  to  Halifax  ;  but  what  fuccefs  may  at- 
tend their  labours,  will  require  lome  time 
to  determine.  An  elegant  and  conveni- 
ent building  has  been  ere<5led  near  the 
town,  for  the  convalefcence  of  the  navy  ; 
but  the  healthinefs  of  the  climate  has  as 
yet  prevented  many  perfons  from  becoming 
patients,  fcarcely  any  fhips  in  the  world 
being  fo  free  from  complaints  of  every 
kind,  in  regard  to  health,  as  thofe  that  are 
employed  upon  this   ftation.     There   is  a 

very 
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very  fine  Hght-houfe,  ftanding  upon  a  fmall 
ifland,  juft  off  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
which  is  vifible,  either  by  night  or  day,  fix 
or  feven  leagues  off  at  fea. 

Eaft  from  Halifax,  the  coaft  lies  much 
the  fame  as  before,  and,  in  the  extent  of 
50  leagues  from  thence  to  Cape  Canfo, 
contains  as  many  harbours,  moft  of  which 
are  very  good,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
each  other  ;  hardly  any  one,  amidft  fo  great 
a  number,  is  to  be  found  wholly  uninha- 
bited ;  but  there  are  few  of  the  fettlements 
upon  them  as  yet  formed  into  towns,  or 
that  poffefs  much  fhipping  :  The  popula- 
tion is  generally  from  50  to  100  families, 
moft  of  whom  are  fuccefsfuUy  employed  in 
the  cultivation  of  their  lands;  hence  a  par- 
ticular defcription  or  enumeration  of  them 
becomes  unneceffary,  except  our  obferva- 
tions  were  extended  to  matters  in  which 
navigators  alone  are  concerned. 

Cape 
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Cape  Canfo  is  the  eaftertnoft  extremity 
of  the  province.  The  ground  about  it  is 
much  broken,  and  greatly  in  want  of  a. 
light-houfe,  as  there  is  a  fmall  but  navi- 
gable llraight  of  fome  length,  vv^hich  fepa- 
rates  Nova  Scotia  from  the  ifland  of  Cape 
Breton,  communicating  immediately  with 
the  gulph  and  river  of  St  Laurence,  there- 
by tending  to  facilitate  the  commerce  be- 
tween all  parts  of  the  remaining  colonies. 
It  is  near  this  place  that  the  loyalifts  have 
built  a  town,  and  formed  a  confiderablc 
fettlement,  at  the  bottom  of  Chedabudto 
Bay,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Gape 
Canfo,  which  is  feemingly  well  chofen  to 
become  a  place  of  fome  confequence,  being 
equally  adapted  for  carrying  on  the  cod 
and  falmcn  fifheries  upon  an  enlarged  fcale, 
as  the  misfortune  which  happened  to  the 
refugees  at  Port  Matoon  has  added  confi- 
dcrably  to  theii  population. 

The  woods  thereabouts  are  equally  good, 
and  as  well  fitted  for  carrying  on  a  trade 

in 
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in  lumber  as  any  part  of  America.  The 
lands  having  been  formerly  pofTefTed,  at 
leaft  fome  diftricSts,  by  the  unhappy  French 
Neutrals,  were  in  a  high  ilate  of  cultivation, 
of  -which  very  few  tokens  remain  at  pre- 
fent.  From  Chedabudo  Bay,  the  coaft 
runs  away  to  the  north-weft  nearly,  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  the  river  St  Laurence, 
where  the  land  becomes  very  high  and 
mountainous,  but  it  is  not  entirely  deftitute 
of  harbours,  that  were  formerly  inhabited 
by  the  French,  and,  though 'almoft  entire- 
ly deferted  prior  to  the  late  war,  are  now 
partaking  of  that  Increafmg  population, 
which  is  obfervable  in  all  other  pans.  Fine 
tracts  of  land,  equal  in  goodnefs  to  moft 
parts  in  the  northern  ftates,  extend  almoft 
the  whole  w^ay,  from  the  gut  of  Canfo,  to 
the  entrance  of  the  river  St  Laurence,  and 
their  w^oods  are  ftill  entire,  and  feem  aU 
mod  inexhauftible.  Soon  after  paffing 
the  Straights  of  Canfo,  the  illand  of  St  John 
becomes  vifible,  and  may  be  feen  from  No- 
va Scotia      It  has  tvv^o  or  three  good  har- 

bouri). 
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hours,  and  one  large  town,  befides  feveral 
fmaller  ones.  Its  population  amounts  to 
near  50^0  perfons  of  ail  Ibrts,  moll  of 
whom  have  fettled  there  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  Large  tra^lts  of 
woods  have  been  cut  down,  and  a  part  of 
them  already  exported  to  the  Britiih  Weft 
Indies.  The  lands  in  general  are  not  fo 
high  above  the  level  of  the  fea  as  thofe  of 
the  neighbouring  provinces,  but  are  ac- 
counted fertile  in  grain,  and  afford  very 
good  pafture  for  horfes  and  horned  cattle. 


TRADE 
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AT  a  time  when  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  feem  to  vie  vvi[h  each  other  in 
extending  their  commerce,  increafing  the 
manufactures  carried  on  by  their  refpedive 
inhabitants,  or  inventing  new  ones ;  when 
the  monarchs  of  Europe,  attempting  to 
difguife  their  ambitious  and  fanguinary 
views  upon  each  other's  dominions,  afFe<S 
the  fame  purfuits,  and,  pretending  to  for- 
get the  animofities  which  have  agitated 
their  kingdoms  againft  each  other  for  ma- 
ny ages,  appear  only  deiirous  of  contribu- 
ting 
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ting  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  the  peo- 
ples over  whom  Providence  has  permitted 
them  to  become  the  fovereigns  ;  when  a 
portion  of  the  Britifli  empire  upon  the  con- 
tinent of  the  New  World  has  been  vio- 
lently rent  afunder  from  the  crown  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  for- 
getting, in  the  triumph  of  independence, 
and  amidft  the  exultation  natural  to  people 
in  the  infancy  of  empire,  the  hand  that 
proteQed  and  raifed  them  to  maturity,  have 
ftudioufly  endeavoured  to  throw  whatever 
can  be  confidered  as  of  weight  or  impor- 
tance, in  refpe^t  to  themfelves,  into  the 
hands  of  a  powerful  and  rival  neighbour, 
and,  not  Satisfied  with  this,  are  difcontent- 
ed  at  being  denied  the  privilege  of  beco- 
ming the  carriers  of  the  produce  of  her  re- 
maining iflands  and  colonies  ;  It  will  fure- 
ly  be  for  her  intcreft  to  avoid  entering  in- 
to any  meafures  that  can  tend  to  lefien  her 
manufadures,  commerce,  or  marine,  as  it 
is  upon  the  perfervation  of  thefe  alone  that 
the  Britifh  kingdoms  can  depend  for  hap- 
pinefs 
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pinefs  and  fecurity  at  home,  and  peace  and 
refpedt  from  abroad. 

To  trace  the  firll:  rife,  and  the  fubrequent 
progrefs  of   the   manufactures,   commeTce, 
and   revenues    of  England,  to  any  diftant 
period,    would  be  foreign  to  our  purpofe  ; 
it  will  be  fufFicient  to  obferve,  that,  in  pro- 
portion as  thefe  have  iioufiflied,   from  the 
time   of   Queen   Elifabeth    to   the   prefent 
day,  the  naval  power  of  the  kingdom  has 
increafed  with  it,  fo  as  at  length  to  prefent 
to  the  world  a   fpedacle   of  opulence  and 
grandeur,   which  unfoitunately,    whilit   it 
gave  umbrage  to  the  pride,  excited  ilie  re- 
fentment  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  and 
frequently   hurried  them  on  to  attempt  the 
deftrunioii   ot    a    marine,  which  appeared 
from  lime  to  time  upon  the  ocean,   almotl 
too  formidable  to  be  reiiiled.  Baffled  in  this 
favourite  plan,   aiioriifhed  at  the  inexhauf- 
tiblerefources  with  which  her  almofl:  bound- 
lefs   commerce   fupplied   the  exigencies  of 
war,  and  awed  by  that  unbroken  fpirit,  fo 

vifible 
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vifible  in  the  refiftance,  and  the  vidories 
of  her  fleets  and  armies,  the  world  beheld 
a  fingular  phaenomenon,  uiiet|ualled  in  the 
y)age  of  hiftory  !  a  nadon  dillracied  wiih 
inteftine  fadions,  and  oppreffed  with  a  load 
of  debt,  whicli  threatened  tfie  annihilation 
of  her  exiftence  j  oppofing,  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe,  the  hoftile  att.?cks  of  more 
than  half  of  Europe  ;  and,  amidil  tlie  un- 
equal conteft,  fecurelyprotedi ng  her  trade, 
conveying  in  fafety  tht  immenfe  property 
of  her  merchants  to  the  moft  diftant  re- 
gions, and  incrcafing  her  tnanufadures, 
commerce,  and  revenues,  whtile  that  of 
lier  enemies  was  languiiliinganil  decreafing 
daily. 

The  advantages  poiTefTed  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, both  as  to  her  local  fituation,  climate, 
and  genius  of  the  inhabitants,  were  better 
underftood,  andfooner  pi-jfited  by,  than 
perhaps  any  other  nation  ;  and,  while  the 
events  alluded  to  above  are  ftiil  recent,  let 
it  not  be  forgotten  to  what  they  were  chief- 
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]y  owing  ;  and,  if  the  recolledlon  of  fuch 
excites  pleafing  reflections,  it  can  never  be 
too  often  repeated,  that  thofe  laws,  and  the 
principles  of  them,  which  have  raifed  thefe 
iflands  to  their  prefent  greatnefs,  will,  with^ 
out  doubt,  if  once  relaxed,  have  a  contra- 
ry effed:,  and  plunge  us  into  the  very  depth 
of  wretchednefs  and  mifery ;  fince  a  de- 
creafe  of  fhipping  muft  of  neceflity  be  at^ 
tended  with  a  proportional  lofs  of  revenue, 
of  feamen,  and  of  national  confidence, 
which,  in  the  prefent  flate  of  things,  is  the 
chief  bulwark  of  the  kingdom. 

That  memorable  law,  the  a6t  of  naviga- 
tion, was  probably  framed  at  firft  with  a 
mixture  of  juft  reientment,  as  well  as  of 
invidious  partiality,  the  latter  of  which, 
far  from  making  againft  it,  is  a  ilrong  ar- 
gument in  its  favour.  The  Dutch  were  no 
doubt  kept  in  fight  when  it  was  enaded  ; 
they  were  become  in  a  manner  the  carriers 
of  all  the  trade  of  iiurope  ;  fmce  that  time 
their  navy  has  been  conftantly  upon  the 

decline. 
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decline,  for  want  of  a  fimilar  law,  though 
its  exceffive  weaknefs  was  not  apparent  un- 
til the  late  war  difcovered  it.  That  of 
Britain  has  rifen  in  proportion,  and  has 
not  yet,  perhaps,  attained  to  its  meridian 
glory. 

If,  then,  the  fimple  requifitions  of  that 
law,  enjoining  all  our  national  fhipping  to 
be  Britifh  built,  and  to  be  manned  with  at 
leaft  two  thirds  of  feamen  born  in  the  do- 
minions of  England,  have  produced  fuch 
mighty  efFeds,  what  could  equal  the  folly 
of  giving  them  up  I  Confidered  in  this 
view,  the  propriety  and  juftnefs  of  which 
is  inconteftible,  it  is  not  feamen  only,  nor 
yet  the  revenue  in  addition  to  it,  that  would 
be  the  only  lofs  fuftained  *.  If  ihip-build- 
ing  is,  indeed,  a  manufacture,  it  fhould  re- 
ceive 

*  The  new  navigation  aft  pafled  laft  feffion  of  par- 
liament, is  the  beft  law  that  ever  was  enafted,  to  pre- 
ferve  ani  increafe  the  power  of  thefe  kingdoms ;  but 
much  of  Its  effects  will  depend  upon  the  manner  m 
Whieh  it  is  executed. 
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ceivc  every  encouragement  from   a  com- 
mercial ftate  ;   but,  it  the  fale  of  American 
vefTeis  be  permitted,   and  they  arc  allowed 
to    become    Britiili   bottoms,    upon    being 
transferred  into  the  hands  of  Britifh  mer- 
chants,  is  it  not  plain,  that  the  building  of 
fhips  in  America  muft  be  greatly  extended, 
and,    confequently,   by    drawing   many  of 
our  fhip-wrights  thither,  deprive  this  coun- 
try of  a  moft  ufeful  body  of  men,  in   the 
hour  of  public  exigence.     Without,  there- 
fore,  eiuering  into  a  comparative  view  of 
the  fuperior  goodnefs  of  ihips  built  in  Eu- 
rope to  thole  c;   America,   as  it  is  obvious 
to  all  the  world,   and   particularly  noticed 
by   feamen,   it   will   fuffice  to  obferve,  that 
the    colonies  remaining   to   Great    Britain 
are  fully   adequate   to  the   building   a  far 
o-reater  number  of  veilels,  than  ever  can  be 
wanted  for  the  carrying  trade,  between  the 
Continent  of  America  and   the  Weft  In- 
dies ;  that  they  have  within  ihemfelves  the 
means   of  fupplying   every  article  wanted 
by  the  Britifh  illands  from  thence,  as  well 

lumber 
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lumber  and  fifti,  as  corn,  flour,  live  flock, 
and  other  provifions  ;  and,  confequently, 
that,  inftead  of  throwing  any  part  of  our 
carrying  trade  into  the  hands  of  foreigners, 
the  advantages  of  it  may  be  made  to  cen- 
ter in  the  King's  dominions,  to  the  bene- 
fit of  individuals,  and  the  general  good  of 
the  ftate. 

The  view  that  has  been  exhibited  alrea- 
dy of  only  a  part  of  the  territories  remain- 
ing to  us  upon  that  continent?  confidered 
under  their  fevcral  heads,  may  ferve,  as 
they  are  really  intended,  to  illuftrate  and 
confirm  the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions.  Long 
unknown,  and  generally  difefteemed,,  the 
whole  was  regarded  as  a  defart  almoft  un- 
fit for  habitation,  or  the  reiidence  of  the 
human  fpecies.  We  afFeded  to  defpife  a 
country,  with  whofe  worth  we  were  unac- 
quainted, and  refted  fatisfied  in  an  unpar- 
donable degree  of  ignorance.  Canada  was 
equally  negledled,  though  pofTefied  of  a 
luxuriant  foil,  a  territory  almoft  unbound- 
U   '  ed. 
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cd,  the  nobleft:  woods,  rivers  without  num- 
ber, and  lakes  equal  to  the  feas  of  Europe 
in  extent,  and  probably  in  ufefulnefs  ;  it 
was  confidered  with  a  gloomy  fatisfadtioa 
that  bordered  on  malevolence.  The  folly 
and  the  misfortunes  of  the  French  nation 
loft  them  the  poffeffion  of  a  province,  to 
the  importance  of  which  they  had  been, 
until  that  moment,  ftrangers. 

The  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  New- 
foundland, though  in  conjundion  with 
Nova  Scotia,  are  the  key  of  the  fifheries, 
were  as  much  difregarded  as  Canada  it- 
felf.  The  firft  was  entirely  deferted  im- 
mediately after  the  deftrudion  of  Louif- 
burgh,  the  capital,  and  no  attempts  were 
made  to  people  the  latter;  fo  that  both  re- 
mained a  prey  to  the  firft  invader.  If,  then, 
fuch  ample  pofreffions  are  left  to  Britain,  it 
will  be  true  wifdom  to  improve  and  en- 
courage them,  efpecially  as  the  war  itfelf, 
however  deftruclive  in  other  refpeds,  has 
jidded  fo  greatly  to  their  population  ;  many 

citizens, 
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citizens,  independent  of  tbofe  upon  whom 
fentence  of  banifhment  has  been  pafled  by 
their  countrymen,  having  come  voluntarily 
torefide  uponthe  lands  guaranteed  to  them 
by  a  conftitution,  that  is  equally  free  from 
the  defpotifm  of  Kings,  and  the  abufes  of  a 
democracy. 

In  the  produce  of  the  province,  it  will 
be  fcen  how  far  flie  is  able,  as  well  as  Ca- 
nada, to  carry  on  a  trade  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  great  quantities  of  whale  oil  con- 
fumed  by  many  manufadures,  in  every 
part  of  Europe  as  well  as  in  England, 
make  it  of  the  higheft  importance  to  this 
nation  to  beftovv  upon  it  every  encourage- 
ment, both  in  her  European  dominions,  and 
in  the  rem.aining  colonies,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  are  pofTefled  of  fufficient  capital, 
and  of  that  enterprifmg  fpirit  neceiTary  for 
arduous  undertakings.  They  have,  among 
other  advantages,  a    larger   proportion  o[ 

feameri 


156    TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

feamen  than  any  one  of  the  States,  except 
Maffachufet's  Bay,  over  whom  their  (hip- 
ping muft:  foon  become  fuperior,  if  the  pre- 
fent  laws  relative  to  this  article  and  the  a<3: 
of  navigation  are  continued  in  force.  They 
operate  as  a  prohibition  upon  foreign  train 
oil  ;  and  have  this  further  to  recommend 
them,  that  no  branch  of  our  trade  breeds 
hardier  or  better  feamen  than  the  fhi-ps  em- 
ployed in  the  whale  filhery.  Several  towns 
are  already  engaged  in  this  bufuiefs,  parti- 
cularly Halifax,  Port  Rofeway,  and  at  St 
John's  River  ;  which,  with  thofe  of  Cana- 
da, will  foon  put  an  end  to  that  of  Nantuc- 
ket, as  no  market  can  be  found  equal  to 
that  of  Great  Britain,  either  as  to  the  price 
of  the  commodity,  or 'the  great  bounties 
given  by  the  Englifh  parliament. 

The  Dutch  take  a  great  quantity  ofi  our 
hands,  a  large  part  of  which  goes  to  France  ; 
and,  when  the  moft  of  this  trade  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  New  Englanders  and  Nantuc- 
ket men,  their  annual   returns  were  little 

fhort 
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fhort  of  L.  150,000  for  feveral  years  be- 
fore the  war.  Canada,  particularly  the 
lower  parts,  or  thofe  neareft  the  fea,  afford 
coniiderable  quantities  of  oil,  that  may  be 
greatly  increafed  from  their  enlarged  popu- 
lation, as  the  gulph  and  river  of  St  Lau- 
rence, and  the  adjacent  feas,  abound  with 
feals  and  white  porpoifes  ;  their  oil  is  al- 
ready obtained  in  large  quantities,  and  is 
generally  of  a  better  quality  than  that  of 
the  whale. 

Cod  Fishery.  The  remaining  colonies 
and  iilands  have  an  evident  advantage  over 
every  other  people  in  this  branch,  being 
much  nearer,  by  feveral  days  fail,  to  the 
banks,  than  the  fiihermen  of  New  England, 
and  can  at  all  times  dry  their  fifh  on  fhore, 
a  privilege  which,  though  granted  to  the 
Americans,  by  the  third  article  of  the  pro- 
vifional  treaty  ;  yet,  as  that  article  mentions 
only  uninhabited  bays  and  harbours,  and 
very  few  can  be  found  in  that  ftate,   they 

have 
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have  not  attempted  to  avail  themfelves  of 
this  advantage. 

Too  much  encouragement  can  never  be 
beftowed  upon  the  cod   fifhery  by  Great 
Britain,  as,  next  to  the  coal  and  coafting 
trade,   fhe   receives   from  it  the  beft  and 
moft  ufeful  body  of  her  feamen,  and  who 
are  fcarcely  to  be  equalled,   and  cannot  be 
exceeded,  by  any  in  the  world.    It  may,  in 
every  fenfe,  be   confidered    as  a  fpecies  of 
manufacture,   which,  independent  of  the 
feamen  it  raifes  for  our  marine,  employs  a 
great  number  of  perfons  in  fhip-bnilding, 
and  in  curing  the  fifh  onlhore,  thereby  ad- 
ding to  the  papulation,  and,  confequeatly, 
to  the  real  riches  of  the  ftate.     Before  the 
late  war,  fcarcely  500  men  were  employ- 
ed in  the  fifhery  of  this  province;  but,  fmcc 
the  emigration  from  the  other  provinces, 
their    number   is  increafed   in   the  various 
llages  of  it  to  little  ihort  of  10,000,  a  fure 
proof  of  the  height  to  which  the  cod  fiflie- 
ry  may  be  carried,  and  the  fair  profpe(n: 

there 
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there  is  of  their  increafing  population 
becoming  the  means  of  their  fuccefsfully 
rivalling,  and  even  underfelling,  other  na- 
tions in  foreign  markets.  Whilft  the  co- 
lonies that  are  now  the  United  States  were 
confidered  as  Britifh,  it  v^^as  common  for 
them  to  purchafe  from  Newfoundland 
and  Nova  Scotia  large  quantities  of  fifh, 
caught  and  cured  by  thofe  provinces,  for 
which  they  generally  gave  in  exchange 
rum  that  had  been  manufadured  in  Bof- 
ton,  and  other  places  upon  the  continent, 
from  melafles,  the  growth  of  the  French 
Weft  India  iflands.  This  fpirit  was  of  the 
very  worft  quality,  either  from  its  wanting 
age,  or  from  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  diftil- 
lers ;  fo  that  a  double  advantage  accrued  to 
the  carriers  of  this  traffic,  which  has  now 
entirely  fallen  to  the  ground  ;  for  the  fiih 
thus  procured  afforded  them  a  full  cargo 
there,  and  was  again  exchanged  with  the 
French  for  melafles,  very  little  of  it  being 
made  into  rum  by    that  people,   that   it 

might 
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might   not  interfere  with  their  brandies  in 
Europe. 

As  the  fifhery  can  now  be  carried  on 
with  evident  advantage,  it  will  commonly 
be  in  dried  cod,  the  annual  confumption  of 
which  in  our  Weft  India  iflands  is  not  lefs 
than  140,000  quintals  ;  fo  that,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  ad:  of  navigation  is  enforced  in 
that  quarter,  will  our  fifheiies  become  ex- 
tended or  diminifh.  Ships  can  put  to  fea 
from  hence  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  as 
the  harbours  are  never  frozen  ;  fo  that,  in 
a  few  days,  getting  into  the  trade  winds, 
they  are  free  from  every  kind  of  danger, 
except  in  the  hurricane  months.  Thus,  if 
by  means  of  the  fifheries  and  lumber  trade, 
their  vefTels  are  conftantly  employed,  the 
quick  return  of  fo  large  a  capital,  as  that 
at  prefent  employed  in  the  trade  of  the 
province,  muft  of  neceifity  bring  a  confi- 
derable  profit  to  the  kingdom,  which  can 
never  happen,  if  the  ftridteft  attention  is 
not  conftantly  paid  by  every  officer,  whofe 

duty 
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duty  it  is  to  prevent  any  abufes  of  the  ad- 
mirable laws  that  have  laid  the  foundation 
of  our  wealth  and  power* 

It  is  not  to  the  fouih  fide  of  the  penin- 
fula  alone,  which  abounds  with  fo  many 
excellent  harbours,  that  the  cod  liihery  is 
confined.  The  feas  on  every  fide  equally 
afford  opportunities  for  the  exertions  of  in- 
duftry,  and  the  means  of  fubfiftence  to  the 
inhabitants.  Gafpec  Bay  was  once  a  fa- 
mous fettlement  of  the  French  Neutrals, 
and  is,  together  with  Chalem  Bay,  the  prin- 
cipal places  reforted  to  by  the  Canadian 
fifhermen.  The  fifli  caught  here,  though 
generally  inferior  in  fize  to  thofe  of  New-^ 
foundland,  is,  however,  conliderable  in 
quantity,  not  much  Ihort  of' 40,000  quin- 
tals, fome  finall  portion  of  which  is  con- 
fumed  within  the  province  of  Canada,  and 
the  reft  exported. 

Wheat  and  Flour.     In  the  prefen: 

fituation  of  the  province,   it  cannot  be  fup- 

X-  pofed 
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pofed  that,  fince  her  population  has  increa- 
fed  to  frx  or  feven  times  more  than  it  was 
before  the  rebellion,  there  is  any  to  fpare, 
either  of  the  one  or  the  other,  fo  as  to  be- 
come articles  for  exportation,  at  leaft  for 
fome  time  to  come.  The  lands  are,  howe- 
ver, in  moft  places,  well  adapted  for  the 
cultivation  of  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats, 
peafe,  and  beans  ;  they  are  already  grow- 
ing in  large  quantities  in  many  places,  par- 
ticularly upon  the  banks  of  St  John's  Ri- 
ver, north  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  among 
the  French  colonifts  from  Canada,  equal  to 
any  in  the  world  for  goodnefs,  and  like- 
wife  at  Port  Rofeway,  and  many  other 
places  in  the  peninfula.  It  will  certainly 
be  for  the  intereft  of  government  to  en- 
courage agriculture  to  a  certain  degree  in 
the  remaining  provinces  ;  for  they  are  al- 
ready able  to  export,  from  Canada  alone, 
nearly  all  the  corn  that  is  ufed  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  Weft  India  illands  ;  but  it  may  be  juft- 
}y  doubted,  whether  flour  and  wheat,  as 
well  as  oats  and  beans,   may  not  be  fent 

out 
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out  cheaper  from  Great   Britain  and  Ire- 
land than  they  can  be  had  from  America  ; 
fmce  freight  is  much  lower  from  the  for- 
mer, owing  to  many  fhips  going  out  every 
year  with  fcarcely  half  a  cargo,  and  a  great 
number  in  ballaft  only,  for  want  of  cargoes, 
which  makes  them   always  glad  to  take  in 
goods  upon  almoft  any  terms.     Both  the 
lower  and  upper  Canada  grow  vaft  quanti- 
ties  of  corn  :     The  former  is  equal  in  the 
goodnefs  of  its  foil  to  many  parts  of  Ame- 
rica,  whilft   the   upper  is  greatly  fuperior, 
both  in  that  and  its  climate  ;  added  to  this, 
it  is  the  only  channel  through  which  the 
flaie  of  Vermont  can  have  any  communi- 
cation with   the  fea,   and  eventually  with 
Europe  ;  confequently  the  fubjeds  of  Great 
Britain   muft  always  remain  the  carriers  of 
its   produce  ;  and   it   is  certain  that  even 
Penfylvanla  does  not  exceed  it  in  the  good- 
nefs of  thofe  articles  of  which  we  are  fpeak- 
ing.     The  iouihern  ftates  of  Europe  take 
already  to   a  large  amount   of  flour  from 
our  remaining  colonies  ;  and,   if  the  pre- 

fent 
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fcnt  high  price  of  freight  and  infurancc 
continues  upon  American  vefleJs  navigating 
in  the  Mediterranean,  by  being  fo  much 
expofed  to  infult  from  the  piratical  ftates 
of  Barbary,  it  will  enable  them  to  under- 
fell  the  reft  of  America,  in  the  only  mar- 
ket where  their  flour  can  find  a  vent. 

Lumber.  So  much  has  been  already 
faid  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  woods,  their 
plenty,  and  vaft  variety,  as  may  make  it 
lefs  neceffary  to  enlarge  upon  particulars  in 
this  place  ;  and,  as  it  is  plain  to  a  demon- 
ilration,  that,  whatever  part  of  our  carry- 
ing trade  falls  into  the  hands  of  foreigners, 
muft,  of  courfe,  be  attended  with  a  propor- 
tional diminution  of  feamen  and  fhlpping 
to  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  highly  proper 
for  government  to  allow  a  fmall  bounty  up- 
on all  lumber  that  is  of  the  growth  of  our 
remaining  colonies,  exported  from  thence 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  though  it  were  but  for 
a  limited  time  ;  efpecially  if  it  appears  that 
the  complaints  of  the  Weft  India  planters 

are 
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are  well  founded,  who  have  long  urged, 
that  the  fupply  at  prefent  is  too  fcanty,  of- 
ten precarious,  and  commonly  very  dear, 
owing  to  a  want  of  competition  in  the 
market,  which  would  be  immediately  re- 
moved, were  they  allowed  to  receive  lum- 
ber from  the  continent  in  American  bot- 
toms. As  thefe  perlbns  form  a  very  re- 
fpe(3:able  part  of  the  community,  their 
grievances,  where  they  have  a  real  founda- 
tion, ihould  be  carefully  attended  to,  and 
ftridlly  redrelTed  ;  but,  if  any  meafure  tend- 
ing to  a  relaxation  of  the  navigation  laws 
is  the  objed:  of  their  wiflies,  they  ought  to 
remember,  that  fuch  meafures  are  fapping 
the  very  exiftence  of  the  Britifh  naval 
power,  and,  by  confequence,  deftroying 
that  which  can  alone  proted  the  poflef- 
fions,  from  whence  their  wealth  and  im- 
portance is  derived;  and  not  only  fo,  but 
doing  the  fame  by  all  our  other  foreign  do- 
minions. 

The 
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The   lumber  fent  from  hence  is  already 
very  confiderable  ;  five  faw-mills  are  going 
continually  at   Port   Rofeway,   and  in  its 
neighbourhood,  and  a  far  greater  number 
at  other  places.     St  Andrews  fent  off  feve- 
ral  cargoes  very  lately  to  our  iflands,  not- 
v/ithftanding  the  attempts  of  the  Americans 
to  ingrofs  the  trade  in  Paflamaquoddy  Bay 
to  themfeives,   by  endeavouring  to  form  a 
fettlement  upon  the  weft  fide  of  the  river 
St  Croix  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
the    woods,    population,   and   fliipping   of 
this  province,  even  independent  of  the  fo- 
refts  of  Canada,  are  fully  adequate  to  fup- 
ply    the   confiimption    of  all    the    Britifii 
iflands  for  fome  ages  to  come  ;   fince,  from 
its   local  fituation,   and   milder  climate,  it 
poffefies   many   advantages  over  that  pro- 
vince, and  the  woods  of  New  England  have 
already  failed   in   many   places,    efpecially 
near  the  fea.     Nothing,    therefore,   feems 
wanting,   at   prefent,  but  a  fmall  bounty, 
rather  as  the  means  of  enabling  our  fubjedts 
to  bring  a  lufEcient  quantity  into  the  mar- 

ketj 
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ket,  than  from  any  fcarcity  ;  though,  with- 
out bounties,  its  exportation  will  be  great- 
ly extended,  as  foon  as  the  people  are  dif- 
engaged  from  the  more  neceffary  purfuits 
that  at  prefent  may  naturally  be  fuppofed 
to  ingrofs  their  attention. 

Furs.  It  may  be  deemed  a  fortunate 
circumftance,  that,  feeing  fuch  inimenfe 
territories  were  abandoned  to  America  in 
the  provifional  treaty,  by  a  perfon  who, 
probably,  having  never  crofTed  the  Atlan- 
tic, was  therefore,  in  fome  lefpeds,  inade- 
quate to  the  tafk,  the  Americans  have  fail- 
ed in  the  fulfilling  feveral  of  its  eflential 
articles.  Until  thefe  are  in  fome  degree 
performed,  it  will  be  both  juft  and  wife 
to  with-hold  the  pofts  upon  the  lakes  as  a 
fecurity  to  carry  on  the  fur  trade,  which 
can  be  done  more  advantageoufly  through 
Canada,  unlefs  thefe  forts  are  given  up, 
than  through  any  of  the  ftates,  except  New 
York,  where  Hudfon's  River,  penetrating 
a  long  way  into  the  country,  communi- 
cates 
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cates  with  the  lakes  of  Canada,  and  thereby 
enables  Albany  to  become  the  ftaple  for 
this  traffic  with  the  different  Indian  na- 
tions. The  furs  hitherto  fent  from  Nova 
Scotia  have  been  but  inconfiderable  ;  ihey 
would  have  appeared  much  greater  in  the 
two  laft  years,  had  proper  cuftom-houfes 
been  eflablifhed  in  the  refpe£tive  ports  of 
the  province,  as  has  been  lately  done,  for 
their  entry  ;  fmce  mofl  of  thofe  fent  to 
Britain  were  fmuggled  home  in  merchant 
fliips  or  tranfports. 

As  the  Americans,  in  fpite  of  all  our  en- 
deavours, will  attrad  a  part  of  this  trade 
to  themfelves  from  Canada,  our  own  fub- 
je6ts  fhould  receive  every  poffible  encou- 
ragement, either  by  taking  off  the  prefent 
duties,  which  are  intolerably  heavy,  and  al- 
lowing not  only  a  drawback  upon  expor- 
tation, but  even  a  bounty,  fhould  it  be 
found  neceffary,  in  order  to  enable  the  in- 
habitants of  the  colonies  to  undermine  the 
trade  of  their  neighbours,  by  giving  a  lar- 
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ger  price  for  furs  than  the  Americans  can 
afford. 

Mafts,  yards,  and  fpars,  abounding  in  fo 
great  a  number  of  places,  and  having  been 
fo  often  mentioned,  need  not  to  be  enlar- 
ged upon  ;  no  other  part  of  the  continent 
affords  them  in  fo  great  a  variety,  nor  fo 
eafy  for  tranfportation  to  the  fea. 

Rum  is  a  fpirit  much  ufed  in  America, 
particularly  in  thofe  places  that  lie  conti- 
guous to,  or  are  employed  upon,  the  fifhe- 
ries.  It  was  formerly  manufactured  to  an 
immenfe  extent  in  Bofton,  and  other  pla- 
ces, now  under  the  dominion  of  the  United 
States,  chiefly  from  the  melaffes,  which 
they  procured  from  the  French  iflands  ;  and 
the  rum  thus  made,  though  of  a  very  bad 
quality,  was  moftly  confumed  by  the  fifhe- 
ries  carried  on  from  Nev.'founQland,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Canada,  to  the  amount  of 
6co,ooo  gallons  annually  ;  a  fure  proof  ot 
the  immenfe  profit  derived  from  it  to  the 
Y  carriers 
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carriers  and  manufadurers,  efpecially  when 
it  is  confideredjthat  the  melafles  were  com- 
monly received  in  exchange  for  filh,   lum- 
ber,  and   provifions  of  various  kinds  ;  fo 
that,  with  thefe  encouragements,  a  certain- 
ty   of   freight,     both    out   and   homeward 
bound,   and  the  conftant  evafion   of  duties 
on   their  arrival,  it   is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,   that   thofe   people   became  fo  fuddenly 
capable  of  making   a  figure  as  a  commer- 
cial ftate.     As  the  Britifh  iflands  generally 
make   their   melafles   into  rum,  which  the 
French  do  not,  it  may  admit  of  fome  doubt, 
whether    the    diftilleries    of    Nova    Scotia 
fhould  be  extended,  or  the  fifheries  and  re- 
maining   colonies   receive   their   fupply  of 
fpirits    immediately  from   our  iflands.     As 
the  quantity   is  certainly  very  great  that  is 
confumed   by   the   former,  and  the  fale  of 
foreign    liquors   being    fl:ridly  prohibited, 
under  very  heavy  penalties,  this  regulation, 
if  fl:ridly   enforced,   will,  in  a  fliort  time, 
amply    compenfate   the   planters  and  Wefl: 
India  merchants  for  any  partial  injury  tney 

may 
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may  have  received  from  the  wife  and  fa- 
lutary  reftriiftions  laid  upon  their  commerce 
with  the  fubjeds  of  the  United  States,  as 
they  will  hereby  enjoy  the  monopoly,  in 
its  moft  extenfive  fenfe,  of  all  our  remain- 
ing pofleflions,  and  the  diflerent  fifheries. 

Salt.     An   advantage,  and   that  not  a 
fmall  one,  which  our  filheries  will  have  o- 
ver  thofe  of  foreign  nations,  is,   the  being 
pofleiTed  of  the  fait  keys  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  fait  is  made  from  fea  water,   evapo- 
rated to  drynefs  bv  the  heat  of  the  fun,    A 
garrifon  ought  to  be  placed  in  them,  to  fe- 
cure  the  monopoly  of  it  to  our  own  fubjeds, 
both  in  peace  and  war  ;  and  thus,  by  pro-= 
hibiting  other  nations  from  loading  fait  for 
their  fiHieries,  except  under  certain  reftric- 
tions,  would  caufe  it  to  operate  as  a  boun- 
ty  upon   the    fifh  taken  by  the  Briiifh  A- 
mericans,  and  give  them  the  fuperiority  in 
foreign  markets,   an  advantage  much  wifli- 
ed  for,  and  of   which  we  fhould  never  lofe 
fight. 

\Vhit0 
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White  oak  cannot  be  faid  to  be  very 
plentiful  in  Nova  Scotia.  As  it  is  an  ar- 
ticle indifpenfibly  neceflary  for  ftaves  for 
rum  puncheons,  and  hogflieads,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  it  may  admit  of  fome  doubt 
whether  the  quantity  brought  to  Britain, 
by  the  tobacco  fhips  from  the  fouthern 
States  of  America,  each  of  which  takes  in 
a  great  number  of  ftaves,  as  dunnage  for 
her  cargo,  will  be  fufEcient  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  iflands.  IF  they  are  nor, 
this  kingdom  cannot  be  injured  in  its  trade 
by  the  fupply  that  will  be  afforded  them 
from  the  fouthern  States,  who,  having  no 
{hipping  of  their  own,  are  very  little  inter- 
efted  in  the  queflion,  either  how,  or  by 
what  nation  their  produce  is  exported  ;  and, 
as  they  Vv'ill  not  be  prevailed  upon  10  lofe 
the  trade  of  this  country,  by  adopting  the 
ill-judged  refentment  of  their  northern 
neighbours,  mod,  if  not  all,  of  their  traffic 
with  the  iflands  will  be  carried  on  in  Bri- 
ti(h  bottoms. 

Tar, 
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Tar,  Pitch,  and  Turpentine.  A 
great  demand  for  thefe  articles  will  always 
continue  in  the  Britiih  dominions,  whilft 
they  remain  a  commercial  empire,  large 
quantities  of  which  may  be  made  in  the 
remaining  colonies,  where  nearly  four  fifths 
of  all  the  lands  are  covered  with  pines,  e- 
fpecially  if  a  fmall  bounty  was  given  for  a 
few  years  upon  each  of  them.  Moft  of  the 
tar  formerly  ufed  in  Britain  was  manufac- 
tured in  the  Carolina's,  and  though  much 
cheaper,  even  v»'iih  the  extra  charge  of 
freight,  than  Swediih  tar,  was  held  fo  much 
inferior  to  it,  that,  in  many  works  and  ma- 
nufadures,  the  latter  wasconftantly  prefer- 
red. Since,  however,  the  difcovery  of  ex- 
trading  the  bitumen  and  eilcntial  oil  of  pit 
coal,  a  thing  long  fought  for,  aud  at  length 
brought  to  perfedion,  this  nation  bids  fair, 
after  fupplying  herlelf,  to  become  the  ftaple 
for  the  reft  of  If-urope,  as  it  has  been  found 
to  refift  the  bite  of  that  deftrudive  infed, 
the  fea-v/orm,   with    which   the  waters  of 

our 
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our  feas  abound,  almoft  as  much  as  thofe 
of  America  *, 

As  a  quantity  of  vegetable  tar  will  al- 
ways be  wanted  for  rigging,  cables,  fails, 
&c.  and  the  Britifh  colonies  are  capable  of 
affording  a  fupply  to  fome  extent,  it  will 
be  proper  to  beftow  upon  it  fome  encou- 
ragement, which  muft  tend  greatly  to 
clearing  the  lands,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
confining  the  tranfportation  of  lumber  to 
the  Weft   Indies   to   Britifh  veffels  alone  ; 

for, 

*  It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  altogether  an  ufelefs  in- 
quiry, whether  this  infeft,  fo  well  known  by  its  terrible 
effects  upon  the  bottoms  of  veffels,  and  all  kinds  of 
wood,  that  are  conftantly  eat  into  and  entirely  deftroy- 
ed  by  it,  is  originally  a  native  of  this  hemifphere,  or 
has  been  imported  {ince  our  difcovery  of,  and  com- 
merce with,  the  new  world,  as  their  numbers  and  rava- 
ges feem  continually  to  increafe.  In  Holland,  for  in- 
ftance,  the  wood  that  compofed  a  part  of  one  of  their 
dikes,  upon  which  the  fafety  of  the  country  in  a  great 
meafure  depends,  was  fo  entirely  deftroyed  a  few  months 
ago,  that  the  damages  were  eftimated  at  L.  40,000,  in 
one  place  only. 
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for,  as  the  new  fettled  countries  upon  the 
continent  are  one  entire  foreft,  the  greater 
the  demand  is,  and  the  furer  vent  they  find 
for  their  produce,  the  fooner  will  the  lands 
be  cleared,  their  improvement  effected,  and 
the  nation  thereby  freed  from  the  expence 
of  feeding  and  clothing  the  loyalifts. 

Pearl  afhes,  and  pot  afhes,  are  made  at 
this  time  by  almoft  every  inhabitant,  but 
not  in  fufficient  quantities  for  exportation. 
The  reafon  is  obvious.  The  cultivation  of 
their  lands,  as  the  only  means  of  fecuring 
a  permanent  fubfiftence,  muft  naturally 
preclude  almoft  every  other  purfuit,  except 
thofe  branches  of  commerce,  the  means  of 
extending  which  are  eafy  in  the  acquifi- 
tion,  and  immediately  open  to  their  view. 

Iron  ore  abounds  in  many  places.  The 
foil  in  general  is  well  adapted  to  the  cul- 
ture of  hemp  and  flax.  Their  pit  coal  is 
of  an  inferior  quality,  abounding  with  ful- 
phur,  but  may  hereafter  become  ufeful  to 

the 
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the  province,  as  an  article  of  export.  It 
has  lately  been  difcovered  near  the  Grand 
Lake  upon  St  John's  River,  and  is  account- 
ed better  than  that  of  Spanifh  River,  in  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton.  Moft  of  the  garri- 
fons  are  fupplied  from  the  latter  ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  United  States  muft  pur- 
chafe  it  from  them  a  few  years  hence,  as 
wood  is  much  dearer  and  fcarcer  in  the 
fea-port  towns  of  the  Eaftern  Provinces, 
than  is  generally  imagined. 

It  may  be  unnecefiary  to  enlarge  upon 
the  imports  from  Great  Britain  to  the  co- 
lonies ftill  pofTefled  by  her.  Their  nature 
is  too  well  known,  to  need  either  a  defcrip- 
tion   or  enumeration,    and  their  increafinf 

o 

confumptlon  mud  always  be  in  proportion 
to  the  population  of  the  colonies.  The  fu- 
perior  goodnefs  of  the  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  even  where  attempts  have 
been  made  to  rival  them,  has  conftantly  o- 
pened  to  themfelves  a  market,  extended 
their  fale,  and   increafed  their  reputation. 

Nor 
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Not  only  the  province,  whofe  produce  and 
defcrjption  have  been  more  particularly 
attended  to,  but  Canada,  and  the  extenfive 
territories  upon  the  lake,  the  population  of 
which  is  very  great,  and  is  hourly  increa- 
fing,  muft  receive  all  their  fupplies  of 
clothing,  &c.  from  England;  to  which 
may  be  added,  a  large  and  valuable  trade 
with  all  the  nations  of  the  north. 


Z  GOVERN. 
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GOVERNMENT. 


'  I  ^HE  form  of  the  government  in  Nova 
-*■  Scotia  approaches  as  nearly  to  that  of 
the  parent  ftate  as  poflible.  The  governour 
is  named  in  England,  and  reprefents  the 
Sovereign,  as  no  laws  are  deemed  valid 
without  his  afl'ent.  A  council  is  named  by 
him,  whofe  office  is  analogous  to  that  of 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  as  holding  a  middle 
rank  in  their  legiflative  capacity,  between 
the  governour  and  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people.  Thefe  laft  are  chofen  by  the 
Ireeholders  and  burgefles  for  each  of  the 

counties 
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counties  and  large  towns,  and  refenible  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  England. 

This  kind  of  government,  though  ap- 
parently complicated,  isj  on  a  clofer  analy- 
fis,  equally  juft  and  fimple.  The  liberties 
of  the  people  can  only  be  endangered  by 
the  pufillanimity  or  treachery  of  their  re- 
prefentatives  ;  and,  vvhilft  their  freedom  is 
guarded  againft  theincroachments  of  weak, 
arbitrary, or  profligate  minifl:ers,bythepovv- 
erand  authority  of  a  Britifh  parliament,  an 
entire,  full,  and  complete  exemption  from 
taxation,  but  by  their  own  confent,  is  fe- 
cured  to  them  for  ever. 


The  governour's  power  formerly  extend- 
ed, not  only  over  thepeninfula,  but  alfo  to 
the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  then  entirely  de- 
ferted,  and  to  all  that  trad:  of  country 
which  reaches  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
to  the  fouth  Ihore  of  the  river  St  Lau- 
rence, then  pofTefTed  of  very  few  inhabi- 
tants,  befide  the  little  Canadian  colony  at 

Mau- 
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Maugerville.  When  many  thoufands  fled 
thither  from  the  fouthern  provinces,  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  war,  it  was  foon  dif- 
covered  that  the  fea  would  frequently  prove 
a  bar  to  that  fpeedy  adminift ration  of  juf- 
tice,  which  Is  fo  eflentially  neceffary  in  e- 
very  well  regulated  community,  but  in 
none  more  fo  than  in  thofe  that  have  been 
newly  fettled. 

Great  Britain,  confidering  the  diftance  of 
the  courts  of  law,  and  of  the  legiflative 
body,  has,  therefore,  with  equal  juftice  and 
humanity,  lately  feparated  the  province  in- 
to two  diftindt  governments,  each  of  them 
enjoying  a  fimilar  mode  of  adminiftering 
their  affairs  with  that  above  defcribed.  The 
northernmofl:,  which  has  for  the  feat  of  its 
government  the  large  town  at  the  mouth  of 
St  John's  River,  is  called  New  Brunfwic, 
and  is  already  beginning  to  experience  the 
good  effeds  of  this  judicious  arrangement. 

The 
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The  contrail  between  new  fangled  ftates, 
where  a  rude  and  imperfect  fabric  is  fud- 
denly  raifed  upon  the  fandy  foundations  of 
a  turbulent  democracy,  and  a  government 
formed  upon  the  model  of  a  fuperilrudlure, 
which  has  been  the  v/ork  of  ages,  and  is 
the  admiration  of  the  world,  is  too  frriking, 
not  to  afford  to  the  prefent  age  a  lefibn  e- 
qually  interefting  and  inilrudive.  The 
probable  confequences  of  fuch  a  form  fub- 
fifting  in  the  latter,  will  be,  an  increafe  of 
population  by  emigrations  from  other  coun- 
tries, an  increafe  of  trade  and  fhipping,  a 
great  improvement  in  their  lands,  and  an 
addition  to  the  value  of  them. 

Where  freedom  does  not  exift,  in  the 
fulleft  and  mod  unconfined  fenfe,  very  little 
good  is  to  be  expected  from  the  richeft 
foil,  or  moft  unbounded  territories,  even  in 
thofe  countries  where  fcience  has  long  fince 
reared  its  head,  and  the  arts  have  enjoyed 
the  patronage  of  the  great ;  but,  in  coun- 
tries   newly    planted,     whofe   inhabitants 

know 
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know  how  to  prize  their  liberties,  and  e- 
fteem  them  as  natural  and  li^herent  rights, 
every  innovation  that  can  poffibly  affect 
them,  muft  be  a  flep  toward  the  ruin  of 
the  colonies,  and  the  means  of  fowing  eter- 
nal difcord  with  the  mother  country. 

Great  Britain  ftill  poflefleth  a  large  ex- 
tent of  territory  in  the  new  world,  inhabit- 
ed by  a  people  virtuous  and  loyal  ;  their 
morals  are  as  yet  untainted,  by  that  impoi- 
foned  fpring,  which,  flowing  from  the  jails 
of  Europe,  and  the  moll:  corrupt  of  man- 
kind, contributed  to  fpread  its  peftilential 
influence  over  many  parts  of  America,  and 
whofe  effects  are  too  Vv-ell  known  to  need 
a  comment,  cr  to  point  it  out  as  a  mode 
of  colonization  equally  abfurd  and  impo- 
litic. Extenfive  dominion,  if  deflitute  of 
people,  of  indufliry,  and  of  commerce,  in 
proportion  to  its  fizc,  is  fuch  a  pofTeffion, 
as  is  only  fitted  to  gratify  the  pride  of  con- 
quefl:,  or  the  licentioufnefs  of  ancient  he- 
roifm.  Their  great  extent  is  but  a  proof 
of  their  extreme   weaknefs,    and  renders 

them 
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them  either  an  eafy  prey  to  foreign  inva- 
fions,  or  the  more  liable  to  fufFer  or  to  perifli 
by  their  own  diiTentions.  The  remaining 
colonies  are  compa<Sk  and  united.  Long 
may  this  ifland  continue,  by  the  wifdom  of 
her  councils,  and  the  juftice  of  her  mea- 
fures,  to  unite  all  the  diftant  parts  of  fo 
great  an  empire  in  one  ftricft  and  indiflb- 
luble  bond  of  fraternal  union  !  and,  while 
the  freedom  of  her  facred  conftitution  be- 
ftows  bleflings  upon  the  unborn  millions 
who  may  hereafter  become  inhabitants  of 
her  remaining  colonies,  may  it  be  the  7^- 
cond  wifh  of  every  fubjed,  "  That  the 
King  may  long  continue  the  fovereign  of 
a  free  people,  ihtfrjl  fliould  be,  That  the 
people  may  be  free  I" 
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ACCOUNT  OF  CANADA, 


AND      THE 


BRITISH     ISLANDS 


ON     THE     COAST     OF 


NORTH      AMERICA, 


TN  leaving  the  fhores  of  Europe?  which 
""'  have  fo  long  been  the  feat  of  arts,  and 
of  faiences,  and  where  the  exertions  of  hu- 
man induftry  have  ereded  fo  many  croud- 
ed  cities,  invented  a  thoufand  manufadures, 
and  covered  the  ocean  with  innumerable 
fleets,  which  are  employed  in  wafting  the 
riches  of  all  other  nations  to  that  enlight- 
A  a  ened 


i86  AN    ACCOUNT 

ened  theatre,  and  contributing  to  the  eafe 
and  elegance  of  poli(hed  life,  the  mind,  af- 
ter being  amufed  with  the  novel  appear- 
ance which  that  vaft  colledion  of  waters 
affords,  approaches,  with  anxiety  and  ear- 
neftnefs,  to  that  immenfe  continent,  which 
the  daring  genius  of  Columbus  has  given 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world.  The 
imagination  has  full  fcope  to  range  undi- 
fturbed,  and  finds  a  plentiful  fource  of  a- 
mufement  in  the  grand  fcenes  which  are 
frequently  pourtrayed  by  the  hand  of  na- 
ture. The  eye,  no  longer  amufed  with 
the  bufy  multitude  in  cities,  with  fhips, 
with  merchandize,  with  manufactures,  or 
with  cultivated  plains,  beholds  one  great 
foreft,  as  boundlefs  as  the  continent  on 
which  it  (lands,  every  where  covering  the 
earth,  and  affording  a  retreat  to  the  beafts 
of  the  defart.  The  Imman  race,  fmall  in 
number,  and,  when  compared  with  the  Eu- 
ropeans, contemptible  in  their  attainments, 
and  as  different  in  their  perfons  as  in  their 
manners  and  mode  of  life.     The  cities  of 

the 
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the  new  world,  thinly  fcattered,  and  no 
part  of  the  country,  but  in  their  vicinity, 
bearing  the  leaft  veftige  of  cultivation  or 
improvement.  Vaft  mountains  riling  a- 
bove  each  other,  Hfting  their  frozen  tops 
beyond  the  clouds,  and  extending  north 
toward  the  polar  regions,  where  human  a- 
varice  has  never  yet  penetrated.  Seas  of 
frefh  water,  almoft  without  number,  col- 
leding  the  tributary  rills  from  the  moun- 
tains, and  pouring  out  their  fountains  to 
thofe  great  rivers  that  run  in  every  direc- 
tion toward  the  ocean,  their  common  pa- 
rent. There  a  ftreani  of  water  pours  down, 
with  the  hoarfe  murmur  of  diftant  thun- 
der, a  never  ceafmg  fjpply  to  fome  great 
river,  whilft  the  dark  foreft  which  banes  on 
the  mountain's  brow  beyond  it,  feems, 
from  its  extent  and  magnitude,  almoit  co- 
eval with  time  itfelf.  The  eye,  however 
elevated,  can  fee  no  end  to  the  ample  lake, 
which  impreffes  the  image  of  the  boundlefs 
ocean  on   the  mind,   while  it  is  frequently 

au'akened 
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awakened  to    a  fenfe   of  danger,   by  the 
noife  of  falling  water  among  the  rocks. 

The  nigheft  land  in  America  to  any  part 
of  the  Britifh  empire  in  Europe  is  the 
fouth-eaft  point  of  Newfoundland,  from 
whence,  to  Cape  Clear  in  Ireland,  it  is  on- 
ly 650  leagues.  That  Great  ifland,  which 
is  330  miles  long  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
220  in  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft,  is  moft 
admirably  fituated  for  the  cod-fifhery,  and 
accordingly  is  the  grand  fcene  where  the 
Englifh  and  French  nations  have  long  ex- 
erted their  rivalihip,  to  found  thereon  a 
branch  of  foreign  traffic,  or  breed  up  fea- 
men  for  their  refpedtive  navies. 

The  latter  nation  is  pofleffed  of  two 
fmall  iflands,  thofe  of  St  Pierre  and  Mi- 
quelon,  both  near  the  fouthern  coaft  of 
Newfoundland  ;  befide  which,  they  have 
permiffion  to  dry  their  fifh  on  a  certain 
part  of  the  coaft,  but  not  to  form  any  fettle- 

ments, 
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ments,  as  the   right  of  the  EngHfli  to  the 
whole  ifland  has  never  been  dlfputcd. 

Its  fhores  are  bold  and  fteep,  but  every 
where  covered  with  vv'ood,  and  containing 
a  great  number  of  excellent  bays  and  har- 
bours, that  are  extremely  ufeful  to  the  per- 
fons  employed  in  the  fifhery.  The  Eng- 
lifli  have  two  hundred  fail  employed  in  ir, 
and  the  French  about  one  third  of  that 
number,  whofe  greatell  demand  is  in  the 
fouthern  ftates  of  Europe,  from  whence 
the  Americans  have  been  almoft  entirely 
excluded,  by  the  attacks  of  the  Barbary 
States, 

From  the  north  end  of  Newfoundland, 
which  is  feparated  from  the  continent  by 
the  Streights  of  Belleifle,  the  main  land  of 
America  runs  away  to  the  north-eaft,  and 
is  called   Labrador  *  ;  a  cold   inhofpitable 

region, 

•  Corrupted  from  the  French  name  La  bras  d'or, 
or,   The  golden  arm. 
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region,  inhabited  by  wandering  tribes  of 
the  Efquimaux  Indians,  who  fubfill  chiefly 
by  hunting,  fiftiing,  and  killing  leals,  of- 
ten venturing  oat  to  iea  in  great  ftorms, 
which  their  frail  canoes  feem  ill  calculated 
to  withftand.  Their  food  is  liili,  and  their 
drink  whale  or  feal  oil,  of  which  they  are 
immoderately  fond. 

Oppofite  to  the  fouth  fhore  of  New- 
foundland, at  the  diftance  of  i8  leagues, 
lies  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton^  and  form- 
ing, with  a  bold  and  Reep  fhore,  the  eaft 
entrance  into  the  gulph  of  St  Laurence, 
which  feems  purpofeiy  tormed  to  receive 
the  water  of  the  great  river  that  falls  into 
it.  This  ifland  contains  large  trads  of 
land  that  are  naturally  fertile,  and  was  once 
populous,  at  leaft  in  many  of  its  difl:ri(Sls, 
but,  being  fmce  abandoned,  have  gone  to 
ruin.  It  has  within  it  a  number  of  excel- 
lent harbours,  and,  among  others,  that  of 
Louifbourg,  which,  till  very  lately,  was  in 
a  ftate  of  defolation,   though  formerly  the 

capital 
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capital  of  the  illand,  ftrongly  fortified,  and 
garrifoned  by  the  French  with  7000  men, 
from  whom  it  was  twice  taken,  once  in 
1746,  and  again  in  1759  j  after  which,  the 
fortifications  were  ruined,  and  the  place  a- 
bandoned  to  its  fate.  Spanilh  River  is  a 
good  haibour,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
well  fheltered  from  all  winds,  and,  though 
pofTefTed  of  biic  few  inhabitants,  is  well  fi- 
tuated  for  the  fifheries,  and  abounds  with 
pit-coal,  which  is  exceedingly  fulphurous, 
but  is  fent  off  in  large  quantities  to  Hali- 
fax, and  other  places. 

The  weft  coaft  of  this  ifland  borders  up- 
on the  eaft  end  of  Nova  Scotia,  being  fe- 
parated  from  it  by  a  fmall  navigable  ftrait 
of  two  miles  v^ide,  called  the  Gut  of  Can- 
io,  through  which  ftrong  tides  run  from 
the  gulph  of  St  Laurence,  into  which  it 
leads.  No  inhabitants  refide  upon  this 
part  of  Cape  Breton,  though  the  feas  a- 
bound  in  every  dired:ion  with  fifh;  and 
the   whole  ifland   is  covered  with  wood, 

which 
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which  will  probably  foon  diminifh,  as  it  Is 
beginning  in  feveral  places  to  aflume  the 
form  of  a  colony,  and  is  partaking  of  the 
emigrants  who  have  fled  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  States,  over  whom  Great  Britain 
has  lately  appointed  a  governor. 

The  ifland  of  St  John,  commonly  called 
St  Johns  in  the  Gulf^  lies  15  miles  north- 
weft  from  Cape  Breton,  and  is  60  miles  in 
length  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  2 1  in  breadth, 
containing  about  6000  inhabitants,  who 
have  a  feparate  government  of  their  own, 
and  are  making  rapid  advances  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  their  lands,  which  are  efteemed 
the  beft  of  any  on  the  Gulf  of  St  Lau- 
rence, and  produce  very  large  crops  of 
excellent  wheat.  A  confiderable  portion 
of  the  ifland  has  been  cleared  of  its  woods. 
The  foil  is  a  light  fand,  and,  in  fome  pla- 
ces, a  deep,  rich,  black  mould.  The  heat 
of  the  fun  in  fummer  is  very  violent,  as 
this  ifland  is  not  fo  much  elevated  above 
the  furface  of  the   fea  as  the  neighbouring 

countries. 
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countries.  This  ifland  has  two  excellent 
harbours,  one  on  each  fide  of  it,  where 
towns  have  been  built,  and  fome  foreign 
trade  is  carried  on.  The  fea  abounds  with 
iifh  every  where  round  the  ifland,  and  its 
fituation  fecures  to  the  inhabitants  the 
means  of  procuring  them,  in  every  kind  of 
weather,  during  the  whole  year. 

About  30  miles  north- caft  from  St 
John's,  lie  the  Magdalen  IJles^  famous  in 
Canada  for  the  filhery  carried  on  there  for 
feals,  and  the  manati,  or  fea- cow,  and 
which  might  be  extended  to  any  length. 
They  are  wholly  barren  and  rocky,  but  af- 
ford good  ilielter  to  fmall  fifhing  veflels  ; 
but  will  never  become  capable  of  being  in- 
habited. 

Chalem  Bay^  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
land  which  forms  the  entrance  into  the 
River  St  Laurence  on  the  fouth  fide,  was 
once  a  famous  fettlement,  when  the  French 
were  in  poffeilion  of  Canada,  and  carried 
B  b  on 
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on  a  confiderablefifliery,  but  has  fince  been 
deferted,  and  is  now  only  rcforted  to  occ:\- 
fionally.  It  is  an  excellent  ftation,  and  af- 
fords flieker  to  (hips  of  the  largeil  fize,  a- 
gainft  the  north- wefi:  wind,  which  prevail - 
here  nine  months  in  the  year. 

Minwiichi  Bay,  and  the  Bay  ofVerte^  or 
Green  Bay,  both  lie  upon  the  fame  coaft, 
and  are  beginning  to  afi'ume  tlie  form  of 
fettlements,  being  famous  for  their  falmon- 
fifhery,  efpecially  the  former,  the  fhores 
of  which  abound  with  excellent  wood. 

The  mouth  of  the  great  river  St  Lau- 
rence, where  it  falls  into  the  gulph  of  that 
name,  between  latitudes  49  and  51  nortli^ 
is  near  100  miles  wide,  but  has  a  large 
ifiand  lying  in  the  middle,  called  Anticofti, 
120  miles  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft,  and 
^o  in  breadth,  the  fhores  of  Vvhich  are 
rocky  and  defolate,  affording  no  flielter  but 
to  birds  and  beafts,  and  have  therefore  ne- 
ver been  fettled. 

From 
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From  kence,  to  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vhice,  it  is  360  miles  ;  the  liver  gradually 
contradling  itfelf  to  12  miles  in  breadth, 
and  paffing  by  many  iflands  till  it  reaches 
that  of  Orleans,  within  a  few  leagues  of 
Quebec,  and,  there  dividing  itfelf  into  tv/o 
channels,  is  never  afterwards  fccn  more 
than  two  miles  wide,  and  fometimcs  much 
lefs,  until  it  reaches  Lake  Ontario,  which 
gives  birth  to  it^  600  miles  from  the  0- 
cean. 

The  whole  of  the  vaft  province  of  Cana- 
da ought  to  be  viewed,  as  forming  tvvo 
grand  divifions,  didinguifhed  by  the  names 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  The  latter 
contains  all  that  tract  of  country  which 
reaches  from  the  ftraights  of  Belleille  and 
the  coall:  of  Labrador,  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  gulf,  and  alfo  the  lands  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  river  to  Three  Sifters,  about  30 
miles  above  Quebec,  being  near  400  miles 
in  length  upon  the  river,  and  varying  in  its 
breadth    according  to   the    nature   of  the 

foil, 
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foil,  which  is  its  diftinguifhing  e^iaradterif- 
tic. 

All  this  tradl,  though  covered  with  good 
wood,  has  but  few  rivers  that  are  navi- 
gable, and  ftill  fewer  harbours.  Its  fliores 
are  fteep  and  rocky,  in  many  places  high 
and  mountainous,  and  often  interfered 
with  deep  creeks,  or  impalTable  fwamps, 
overgrown  with  forefts  of  fpruce  and  pine. 
The  climate  is  fubjfCl  to  frequent  fogs, 
which  arife  from  the  neighbouring  gulf 
and  river,  and  not  only  diminifh  the  fun's 
influence,  but  increafe  the  dampnefs  and 
cold  to  a  very  great  degree. 

In  confcquencc  of  thefe  difagreeable  cir- 
cumftances,  we  find  very  few  inhabitants  * 

in 

*  In  exploring  the  foulli  lide  of  the  river,  the  au- 
thor faw  fcarcely  any  until  near  the  iflands  called  the 
Pilgrims,  30  leagues  below  Quebec,  where  there  is  3 
fmall  village. 
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In  the  Lower  Canada,  for  near  300  miles 
above  Cape  Rofier,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
river.  At  fome  diftance  below  the  ifle  of 
Orleans,  the  country  becomes  more  culti- 
vated on  both  fides  ;  and  the  mountains 
gradually  retiring  from  the  river,  not  only 
improve  the  pvofpeCt,  but  give  more  room 
for  the  exertions  of  human  induftry,  on  the 
extenfive  plain  that  reaches  from  the  capi- 
tal to  Lake  Champlain. 

The  fecond  divifion  comprehends  a  fpace 
as  large  as  the  whole  kingdom  of  France, 
every  where  well  w^atered  with  deep  and 
noble  rivers,  and  bordering  on  the  different 
lakes,  v^^hofe  extent  and  demenfions  are  a- 
ftonifhing,  and  whofe  woods,  foil,  and  cli- 
mate, may  vie  with  the  moft  favoured  of 
tiie  United  States.  Yet,  of  all  thefe  vaft 
regions,  no  part  is  peopled,  except  upon 
the  banks  of  the  rivers  St  Laurence,  Riche- 
lieu, and  thofe  fmaller  ones  that  fall  into 
them,  as  far  as  Lake  Ontario,   which  gives 

rife 
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rife    to    the   former,   r.nd    to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  which  is  the  parent  of  the  latter. 

In  this  divifion,  as  the  great  river  winds 
away  to  the  lc>uthvvard,  tiie  eye  begins  to 
lofe  fight  of  thoie  towering  mountains  that 
take  their  rife  at  it3.,c.atrance<.  The  Lady 
Mountains  on  the  fouth  fide,  becoming  iefs 
elevated,  retire  deep  into  the  country,  be- 
tween the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  this  river,  and 
there  give  rife  to  8t  John's  River,  v.'hich 
runs  about  100  miles  (outh,  and  then  falls 
into  the  former  nearly  oppofite  to  Anna- 
polls  Royal. 

Thofe  on  the  north  i\dc  form  an  impe- 
eetrable  barrier  to  the  ccipacious  bed  of 
waters  beneath  ;  and,  as  they  advance  to- 
ward Quebec,  begin  to  retire  to  the  north- 
weftward,  in  ranges  piled  above  each  other 
to  the  clouds,  quite  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  and 
the  polar  regions. 

There 
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There  are  few  towns  in  Canada  ;  but 
the  banks  of  the  river  prefent  an  uninter- 
rupted profpe^t  of  one  unbroken  chain 
of  villages  and  churches,  for  near  400 
miles.  The  Ijle  of  Orleans^  which  lies  a 
litile  below  Quebec,  is  the  firfl:  place  de- 
ferving  mention,  for  the  excellent  wheat  it 
produces,  and  the  happy  (late  of  the  pea- 
fants,  of  whom  there  are  feveral  pariihes. 
It  is  20  miles  long,  and  7  broad,  and  has 
oppofite  to  it,  on  the  north  fide,  the  fa- 
mous falls  of  Montmorenci,  where  Gene- 
ral Wolfe  firfl  attempted  to  land  his  army, 
but  was  repulfed.  Their  noife  is  diftind:ly 
heard  at  Quebec,  though  nine  miles  diftant. 

^ebec^  the  capital  of  Canada,  and  once 
the  glory  of  the  French  empire  in  Ameri- 
ca, from  its  elevated  fituaiion,  is  diftindly 
feen,  at  a  confiderable  dlftance,  on  the  ri- 
ver. It  is  built  on  a  point  of  land,  formed 
by  the  St  Laurence  on  one  fide,  and  a 
fmall  river,  called  St  Charles,  on  the  other  ; 
while  a  ftrong  wal',   mounted    with  heavy 

cannoPi, 
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cannon,  reaches  quite  from  fide  to  fide,  and 
fecures  it  from  infult  to  the  weftward, 
though  entirely  deftitute  of  outworks. 

The  form  of  the  town  is  that  of  an  irre- 
gular triangle,  the  longeft  fide  being  next 
to  the  large  river.  It  is  compofed  of  an 
upper  and  lower  town  ;  the  latter  running 
irregularly  the  whole  way  round  the  beech, 
and  becoming  wider  or  narrower  alternate- 
ly, as  the  craggy  rocks  on  which  the  up- 
per town  ftands  will  allow  for  building. 
The  city  itfelf  ftands,  in  fome  places,  200 
feet  high  above  the  water,  and  is  inaccef- 
fible  to  an  enemy  on  two  of  its  three  fides. 
It  is  ftrongly  built,  and  has  a  number  of 
batteries  every  way  to  command  the  ri- 
ver, and  the  lower  town,  which  it  can 
burn  at  pleafure,  if  pofleffed  by  an  e- 
nemy. 

On  the  higheft  part  of  the  upper  town, 
called  Cape  Diamond,    ftands  the  Cajile   of 
St  Louis,   which  is   (officially)  the  Gover- 

nour's 
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nour's  refidence.  It  Is  Impregnable  on  the 
iide  next  the  river,  and  terminates  the 
fouth  end  of  the  land  fortifications.  The 
city  contains  feveral  churches,  which  have 
nothing  in  them  remarkable,  and  two  con- 
vents ;  feveral  friars  of  two  dlftin£t  orders, 
a  ftiil  greater  number  of  priefts,  and  two 
or  three  Jefuits,  who  are  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed in  the  education  of  youth.  The 
ftreets,  in  general,  are  regular,  and  contain, 
with  the  fuburbs,  about  3000  lioufes,  which 
are  ftrongly  built  with  lime  and  (lone  ;  an<i 
are  from  three  to  five  ftories  in  height,  but 
totally  devoid  of  that  fymmetry  and  con- 
venience which  diftinguifli  ,the  new  build- 
ings of  London  and  Edinburgh. 

The  inhabitants  are  humane  and  polite  : 
and,  fince  their  acquaintance  with  the  Bri- 
tlfli  nation,  m.any  of  whom  make  a  refpec- 
table  figure  there,  and  have  adopted  a  con- 
fiderable  portion  of  their  manners  and 
mode  of  thinking. 

C  c  "^iiiC 
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The  bafon  of  Quebec  is  very  extenfivc, 
and  capable  of  containing  500  fail  of  the 
largeft  (hips.  The  tides  are  fometimes  ve- 
ry rapid,  and  flow  thirty  miles  above  the 
town,  where  the  water  is  frefli,  but  apt  to 
affed  the  heahh  of  flrangers. 

Leaving  Quebec,  and  proceeding  up  the 
river  about  two  miles  fonth-weft,  we  fee 
the  fteep  afcent,  and  that  narrow  path, 
which  leads  to  the  plains  of  Abram,  at  the 
back  of  the  city,  where  the  great  battle 
was  fought  which  decided  its  fate,  and 
where  the  immortal  Wolfe  breathed  his 
laft,  after  overcoming  everv  obftacie  of  art 
and  nature,  to  enfure  viifiory  to  his  coun- 
try, and  a  never-fading  glory  to  himfelf. 

The  tide  flows  tliirry  miles  above  this 
place,  to  Point  an  Tremble,  where  it  is  in 
fome  degree  flopped  hv  a  bed  of  rocks,  that 
ure  vifible  at  half  ebb,  and  extend  above 
halfway  acrofs  the  river,  which  caufe  ma- 
ny dangerous  eddies,   and  the  tide  to  run 

with 
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with  extreme  rapidity.  The  banks  of  the 
river  from  hence  are  no  longer  fteep  and 
craggy,  but  open  on  every  fide  into  a  beau- 
tiful champain  country,  whofe  woods,  as 
we  advance,  become  more  lofty,  and  are  e- 
very  where  interfered  with  villages  and 
churches. 

Trois  Rivieres,  or  Three  Rivers,  is  the 
third  town  of  any  note  in  Canada,  and 
ftands  upon  the  north  fide  of  the  River  St 
Laurence,  a  little  way  below,  where  it  com- 
municates with  Lake  St  Peter.  It  contains 
6  or  700  houfes,  and  feveral  churches,  to- 
gether with  fome  Englifli  families.  A  fmall 
trade  for  furs  is  carried  on  here  with  thofe 
Indians  who  inhabit  between  Quebec  and 
Montreal. 

Lake  St  Peter  begins  three  miles  above 
the  town  of  Three  Rivers,  in  a  flat  low 
country,  abounding  with  excellent  timber, 
and  extends  30  miles  fouth-eaft,  and  is  a- 
bout  22  in  breadth,  receiving  the  waters  of 

feveral 
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feveral  fmall  rivers,  fome  of  which  are  na-* 
vigable  to  a  confidcrable  diftance.  The  Ri- 
ver St  Laurence  pafles  through  the  mid  ft 
of  the  lake,  which  is  the  only  part  navi- 
gable for  large  veflels  in  their  way  to  and 
from  Montreal,  and  is  divided  into  feve- 
ral channels,  where  it  enters  the  lake,  form- 
ing a  number  of  beautiful  iilands,  which, 
as  well  as  the  neighbouring  continent,  are 
covered  vrith  lofty  woods,  fit  for  fliip- 
building,  and  every  other  commercial  pur- 
pofe. 

From  hence  it  is  45  miles  to  Montreal^ 
the  fecond  town  of  Canada,  in  point  of 
trade  and  eminence,  feated  in  a  fertile  plain, 
upon  an  ifland  formed  by  the  River  St 
Laurence,  and  every  where  furrounded  by 
a  beautiful  and  well  watered  country,  whol- 
ly unincumbered  with  rocks  or  mountains, 
producing  excellent  fruits,  and  large  crops 
of  wheat,  of  which  they  have  exported  an 
immenfe  quantity  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
the  fcuthern  dates  of  Europe,  this  year. 

Every 
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Every  where  between  Lake  St  Peter  and 
Montreal,  the  country  is  compofed  of  fine 
plains,  which  are  but  little  cultivated,  ex- 
cept immediately  near  the  fhorcsand  banks 
of  the  river.  The  reft  of  the  lands  are  co- 
vered with  woods,  the  nobleft  that  imagi- 
nation can  conceive,  and  altogether  of  the 
moft  ufeful  kinds,  of  which  they  have  fent 
off  confiderable  quantities  as  lumber,  and 
for  building. 

Montreal  is  a  handfome  well  built  city, 
about  two  thirds  of  the  fize  of  Quebec,  a- 
bounding  with  all  the  conveniencies  of 
life,  and  exceedingly  well  fituated  for  car- 
rying on  a  general  trade  with  the  Indian 
nations  that  inhabit  the  countries  to  the 
weftward  *.  Its  citizens,  among  whom 
are  many  Britifh  families,  are  diftinguiihed 
for  their  humanity  and  politenefs,  and  that 

phi- 

*  Montreal  has  fent  home  this  vear,  1 786,  the  great- 
eft  quantity  of  furs  that  have  been  imported  into  Eng- 
land from  thence  fince  the  Americans  took  it  in  1776. 
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philanthropy  which  teaches  us  to  confider 
the  whole  human  race,  however  marked 
by  particular  fed:s  or  profeffions,  as  the 
children  of  one  common  parent.  The  ci- 
ty contains  feveral  churches  and  monaf- 
tries,  and,  together  with  the  whole  pro- 
vince, makes  profeffion  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic faith.  In  no  part  of  the  world  have 
the  people  of  that  perfuafion  agreed  better 
with  the  Proteftants  than  here.  The  num- 
bers of  all  the  Canadians,  taken  collective- 
ly, may  probably  exceed  300,000 ;  and 
their  general  charaderiftic  is  induftry  and 
humanity,  in  which  the  clergy  frequently 
fet  the  moft  laudable  examples. 

The  River  St  Laurence  is  navigable  no 
further  for  fhips  of  burthen  than  to  Mon- 
treal, above  which  it  becomes  rocky,  and 
difficult  to  proceed  upon,  having  a  rapid 
current  continually  running  to  the  eaft- 
ward  from  Lake  Ontario,  160  miles  diftant 
from  Montreal,  and  is  there  called  the  Iro- 
quois River,  after  the  Indian   nations  of 

that 
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that  name,  who  are  the  moft  powerful  of 
all  the  favage  tribes  in  North  America,  and 
pofTefs,  by  right  of  conqueft,  all  the  terri- 
tories upon  the  lakes,  as  well  as  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Canada. 

Lake  Ontario  is  of  confiderable  extent  ; 
but,  lying  far  to  the  northward,  cannot  be 
confidered  as  an  object  of  any  importance  to 
the  United  States  at  prefent,  though  it  is 
fo,  in  fome  degree,  to  Canada,  on  account 
of  its  fur  trade. 

At  its  northeaft  extremity,  it  has  Fort 
Frontenac,  on  the  fouth  fide  Fort  Ofwego, 
and  at  the  fouthweft  end  Fort  Niagara, 
near  the  famous  falls  of  that  name,  and 
one  of  the  principal  frontier  places  of  Ca- 
nada. 

Beyond  Montreal,  on  the  weft,  the 
country  is  but  thinly  peopled,  and  the  ha- 
bitations of  civilized  life  become  fcarce,  in 
proportion  as  we  advance  toward  the  lakes, 

and 
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and  the  country  of  the  Indians.  The  cli- 
mate and  foil  are,  however,  equal  to  thofe 
which  the  moll  favoured  provinces  on  the 
fea-coaflr enjoy,  and  the  productions  of  the 
former  are  equal  in  every  refpe<ft  to  thofe 
of  the  latter.  The  lands  are  very  much 
elevated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lakes, 
which  likewife  lie  at  a  great  height  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  and  accounts  for  the 
feverity  of  the  winter,  efpecially  when  aid- 
ed by  the  humidity  of  the  foil,  which  is  in 
every  direction  covered  with  the  moft  ve- 
nerable and  magnificent  woods.  In  feveral 
places,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lakes,  are 
found  fait  water  creeks,  probably  impreg- 
nated by  the  veins  of  rock-falt,  fometimes 
found  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  that 
would  afford  a  never  failing  fupply  to  this 
country,  if  in  a  flate  of  civilization,  which 
it  will  take  a  confiderable  time  to  effedt,  as 
the  emigration,  now  become  prevalent  in 
feveral  of  the  United  States,  does  not,  in 
many  inftances,  extend  to  the  frontiers  of 
Canada,  along  which  the  Indian  hunting 

lands 
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lands  ftretch  themfelves  In  almoft  every  di- 
rection ;  and  the  jealoufy  of  their  owners 
makes  ihem  eager  to  embrace  every  oppor- 
tunity of  deftroying  ihofe  infant  (ettle- 
ments. 

It  may  be  necefTary  to  obferve,  that  So- 
rel  or  Richlieu  River  joins  the  St  Law- 
rence 60  miles  below  its  ovs,'n  fource,  \thich 
is  in  Lake  Champlain,  45  miles  below 
Montreal,  and  nine  miles  above  Lake  St 
Peter,  of  which  mention  has  been  already 
made.  At  the  junQion  of  the  two  rivers, 
on  a  fandy  point  of  land,  which  commands 
the  paifage  both  up  and  down  ihe  St  Law- 
rence, ftands  the  village  of  Sorel,  in  a  heal- 
thy and  pleafant  fituation.  Afcending  a- 
gainft  the  flream,  which  is  almoft  every 
where  rapid,  and  intermixed  with  rocks  in 
many  places,  about  25  miles  from  Sorel, 
we  come  to  a  pretty  confiderable  town, 
called  St  Denis,  which  carries  on  fome  trade 
with  the  Indians,  and  is  fituated  in  a  fertile 
D  d  countrv> 
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country,  having  a  number  of  villages  near 
it,  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  which  runs  in 
two  diftinift  channels,  with  a  dangero«s 
and  rapid  current  that  is  almofl:  impaff- 
able. 

Above  this  town,  the  country  is  well 
peopled  on  both  fides  the  river,  and  feems 
to  extend  on  all  hands  into  a  vaft  plain, 
without  hills  or  mountains,  except  that  of 
Chambli,  nine  miles  below  the  bafon,  which 
bears  its  name  ;  at  the  foot  of  which  moun- 
tain the  ftream  of  the  river  is  deep,  rapid, 
and  very  narrow. 

Forty- nine  miles  from  Sorel,  and  36 
miles  from  Montreal,  (lands  the  little  fort 
of  Chambli,  one  of  the  frontier  fortreiTcs 
of  Canada,  commanding  the  head  or  bafoa 
of  Sorel  River,  about  10  miles  from  where 
it  rifes  in  Lake  Champlain,  and  from 
whence  it  runs  with  inconceivable  rapidi- 
ty, until  it  wafhes  the  walls  of  the  fort, 

and 
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and  immediately  falls  into  the  bafon  above 
mentioned  *.  It  is  now,  by  the  provifion- 
al  treaty,  included  wiihin  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  the  boundary  line  run- 
ning immediately  below  ir,  but  is  ll.ill  in 
the  pofleffion  of  Great  Britain. 

Above  thefe  rapids,  on  the  borders  of 
Lake  Champlain,  and  near  its  eiid^  is  the 
Fort  of  St  John,  which  was  taken  by  the 
American  army  in  1776,  after  a  ficge  of 
forty  days.  It  is  now  repaired,  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  Britiih  garrifon,  and  ferves  as 
the  (lation  and  dock-yard  for  the  King's 
ihips  upon  the  lake,  which,  with  the  gun- 
boats 


*  Until  an  invading  army  has  taken  this  fort,  or 
^lontrcal,  they  cannot  attack,  with  a  profpecl  of  fuc- 
cefs,  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  as  they  mult  o- 
therwife  make  a  great  circuit  about,  in  a  diftricl  ever)- 
where  interfetfted  with  creeks  and  fwamps,  througlt 
which  it  is  :ihnoft  iinpoffible  to  march,  even  v.ith  light 
troops. 


212  AN    ACCOUNT 

boats  and  gallics,  contributed  to  gain  that 
memorable  vidory  over  the  American  fleet, 
which  eftablifhed  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain  in  Canada,  and  feciired  the  in- 
ternal happinefs  of  the  province  ever 
fmcc. 

Lake  Champlain  is  a  flrong  natural  for- 
tification to  Canada,  extending  eighty  milts 
in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and  30  in 
breadth  from  eaft  to  vv-eft  ;  and,  with  the 
fmaller  lakes  that  communicate  with  it  on 
the  fouth,  forms  a  barrier  againft  New 
York,  and,  in  feme  meafure,  againft  the 
New  England  ftates,  thereby  drawing  a  line 
between  them  and  Canada,  over  which  it 
is  not  for  the  interefl  of  Great  Britain  to 
trefpafs.  The  country  is  beautiful  and  fer- 
tile ;  and  the  peaceable  polTefiion  of  it  fe- 
Lured  to  the  loyalifts  and  emigrants,  now 
beginning  to  fettle  there,  by  the  neighbour- 
Iiood  of  the  fleet  upon  the  lake,  which  is 
fufFiciently  powerful  to  check  any  rafh  en- 

terprife 
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terprife  that  may   be    undertaken   by  the 
fubjeds  of  the  States j 

Cro'um  Point  and  Ticonderago,  though 
once  of  Great  importance,  when  England 
and  France  difputed  for  the  empire  of  A- 
merica,  are  no  longer  of  that  confequencc 
they  formerly  were,  as  the  luperiority  of 
the  fleet  of  either  of  the  nations  upon  the 
lake  muft  ultimately  decide  the  fate  of  all 
its  dependencies,  and  of  which  thofe  two 
forts  are  a  part.  The  former  of  thefe 
commands  the  entrance  into  Lake  Cham- 
plain  from  the  fouth,  and  the  other  may 
be  confidered  as  capable  of  anfwering  a  fi- 
milar  purpofe. 

The  larger  lakes  He  confiderably  to  the 
northward  and  weflward  of  the  laft  men- 
tioned diftrids,  and  being  more  remote 
from  the  old  colonies,  are  lefs  liable  to  be- 
come the  immediate  fource  of  litigation. 
Some  of  them  are  of  very  great  extent, 
particularly   Lake  Superior,  which  is  350 

miles 
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miles  long  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  i6o  in 
breadth  from  north  to  fouth,  but  is  feldom 
vifited  by  any  but  the  wandering  nations 
of  Indians,  and  fometimes  by  the  traders, 
who  go,  for  the  fake  of  commerce,  to  a 
connderable  diftance  into  the  country,  and 
purchafe  furs  in  exchange  for  the  manu- 
fadures  of  Great  Britain,  which  are  after- 
wards (hipped  off  for  this  country  from 
Montreal  and  Quebec. 

In  ail  this  widely  extended  region,  there 
are  no  places  polTefTed  by  England  worth 
naming,  except  Detroit,  a  fort  fituated  200 
miles  weft  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  and  near 
to  the  place  where  the  waters  of  Lake 
Huron  fall  into  Lake  Erie. 

This  fort  is  become  an  object  of  jealcufy 
and  terror  to  the  middle  provinces,  parti- 
cularly Penfylvania,  whole  ancient  boun- 
dary line  included  the  eaft  end  of  Lake  K- 
lie,  and    extended    north,    almoft    to   the 

Falls 
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Falls  of  Niagara,  although  it  is  evident  that 
Great  Britain  is  juftified  in  retaining  all 
the  pofts  in  that  quarter,  except  (he  wifhes 
to  give  up  more  than  one-half  of  the  In- 
dian trade,  to  recompenfe  the  gratitude  of 
the  United  States,  and  rev^rard  their  huma^ 
nity  to  the  baniOied  loyalifts  *  ! 


^  This  term  having  been  fo  often  ufed  In  the  fore- 
going pages,  it  is  hoped  the  world  will  not  impute  its 
frequent  application  to  arife  from  a  want  of  difcrimi- 
hation  between  fuch  as  do,  and  fuch  as  do  not  defcrve 
it,  nor  yet  with  any  defign  to  ferve  a  party,  llnce  no  o- 
ther  motive  has  ever  predominated,  in  mentioning 
them,  but  thofe  of  humanity,  arifing  in  the  breaft  of 
one  who  has  been  a  fpe(5tator,  and  riot  a  fharer,  of  their 
fufferingSi 


^^- 
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Thus,  in  this  fhort  and  imperfed  fketchj 
have  we  traced  with  impartiahty  the  out- 
lines of  that  country  which  Providence  has 
permitted  to  remain  under  the  imperial 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  vaft  Conti- 
nent of  America.  That  it  is  of  impor- 
tance to  her,  cannot  be  doubted,  while  fhe 
ranks  in  the  fcale  of  maritime  nations,  and 
poflefles  colonies  and  iflands  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  from  whence  a  large  portion  of  her 
revenue  is  continually  drawn,  and  whofe 
commerce  employs  no  inconfiderable  num- 
ber of  her  manufadurers,  her  fhipwrights, 
and  her  feamen.  And,  though  the  idea  of 
diftant  colonization,  as  contributing  to  na- 
tional ftrength,  or  of  extenfive  dominion, 
as  conducive  to  national  glory,  are  equally 

exploded, 
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exploded,  and  have  proved  a  fource  of 
misfortune  to  this  country,  yet  it  is  neither 
wife  nor  neceflary  that  (he  fhould  aban- 
don her  remaining  colonies  on  the  conti- 
nent, except  it  fhould  alfo  appear  to  be  for 
her  intereft  to  give  up  the  fifhcries,  the 
Weft  India  illands,  her  Eaft  India  poffef- 
fions,  and,  eventually,  her  formidable  na- 
vy. But,  when  other  maritime  nations 
have  put  in  pradice  fuch  lefTons,  it  will 
then  be  time  enough  for  Britain  to  learn 
them. 

In  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  her 
unfortunate  faithful  fubje<n:s  in  America 
call  aloud  on  her  humanity,  and  claim  that 
grateful  attention,  which  is  equally  due 
to  their  attachment  and  their  fufFerinf^« 
While  this  is  beftowed,  there  are  objeds  at 
home  which  cannot  be  neglected,  without 
diminifhing  the  national  grandeur,  and 
ultimately  affedting  the  happinefs  of  indi- 
viduals. It  is  the  intereft  of  our  counrrv 
10  attend  to  the  following  things. 

E  e  FirJ}, 
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Firjl^  To  give  every  poflible  encourage^ 
mcnt  to  agriculture,  manufactures,  and 
commerce,  as  tending  to  increafe  popula- 
tion, which  wife  men,  in  every  age>  have 
pronounced  to  be  the  real  riches  of  a 
ftate. 

Secondly^  To  pay  attention  to  thofc  parts 
of  the  united  kingdom,  particularly  in  the 
north,  that  have  been  fo  long  neglected, from 
an  illiberal  policy,  national  prejudice,  or  the 
difadvantages  of  their  local  fituation  j  to  give 
life  to    agriculture   *    aud  manufactures, 

by 

*  A  more  partial  or  abfurd  tax  was  never  laid 
than  that  upon  coals  in  Scotland.  All  that  are  fent 
beyond  a  certain  diftance  from  the  collieries  pay  a 
heavy  duty,  while  thofe  that  are  confumed  near  at 
hand  pay  nothing.  This  accounts,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, for  the  prefent  unimproved  ftate  of  moft  of 
the  lands  in  the  northern  parts  of  that  kingdom, 
which   have     abundance    of   limcftone   to   manure 

them, 
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by  freeing  them  of  all  unneceflary  re- 
ftraints  ;  to  extend  the  home  fifheries, 
which  are  capable  of  being  carried  to  four 
times  their  prefent  fcale,  without  ever  in- 
terfering with  thofe  of  Newfoundland,  and 
equally  affording  a  race  of  flout  and  hardy 
feamen  for  the  royal  navy,  as  well  as  pre- 
venting thofe  emigrations  to  America, 
whichj  in  every  point  of  view,  muft  be  de- 
trimental to  this  nation. 

Thirdly^  To  enforce  the  navigation-laws 
in  their  utmoft  extent ;  which  will  operate 
equally  to  increafe  the  fhipping,  feamen, 
wealth,  and  power  of  the  nation  j    give 

life 


them,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  have  duty,  freight, 
and  fea-hazard,  all  operating  upon  them,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  diftance  from  the  diftri£ls  that  a- 
bound  with  coals.  To  awaken  a  general  fpirit  of 
improvement,  the  tax  fhould  be  reverfed.  It  fhould 
be  laid  on  at  the  collieries,  and  either  paid  on  all  the 
coals  indifcriminately,  or  thofe  at  a  certain  diftance 
fhould  be  entirely  exempted. 
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life  and  vigour  to  every  exertion  of  the  re- 
maining colonies,  and  enable  them,  in  a 
few  years,  rather  to  affift,  than  become  a 
burthen,  to  the  mother  country. 

Fourthly^  To  difcourage,  by  every  pof- 
j'^ible  means,  that  fatal  propenfity  to  emi- 
fTration,  which  has  been  attended  with 
i'uch  fatal  confequences  to  the  empire  for- 
merly. 

Fifthly^  To  preferve  in  America  what- 
ever we  now  ftand  pofTefTed  of,  and  to  a- 
void  altercations  and  unneceflary  cavi's 
with  the  United  States  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  prevent  them  from  becoming  car- 
riers to  the  Britifli  iflands,  and  our  re- 
maining colonies  on  the  continent,  which 
Ihould  be  in  our  own  hands,  and  thofe  of 
our  fubjecls  in  America. 

Lajlly^  To  fupport  the  cjaII  cftabliih- 
mcnts  in  Nova  Scotia  in  their  prefent 
form,  the   vvifdom   of  which   is   manifeft, 

bv 


i 
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by  a  divifion  of  the  province,  in  fuch  a 
way  as  Nature  herfelf  has  pointed  out,  to 
be  perfectly  adapted  to  the  eafe  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  inhabitants.  The  government 
of  Canada  has,  indeed,  in  its  prefent  form, 
been  frequently  the  fubjedt  of  animadver- 
fion,  as  being  a  fyftem  utterly  incompa- 
tible with  the  liberty  or  profperity  of  in- 
dividuals. But,  whilft  Providence  fhall 
continue  to  blefs  the  empire  with  a  Sove- 
reign, whofe  happinefs  is  founded  on  that 
of  his  fubje(Sls,  no  part  of  them  will  be 
wanting  in  afFedlion  to  his  perfon,  nor 
have  caufe  to  be  diffatisfied  with  the  mode 
of  his  government. 
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Page  193.  line  i8.  ySr  Chaiem  r^^^^Chaleur 
201.  20.  d2le  and 

207.  20.  for  fcarce  read  {z2.xztx 

208.  9.  nad ;  and  this  accounts 
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